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Telegram from Christian Pineau to the French Embassies in Brussels,
Bonn, The Hague, Luxembourg and Rome (Paris, 2 February 1957)
 

Caption: On 2 February 1957, Christian Pineau, French Foreign Minister, sends telegrams to the French
Embassies in Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), Luxembourg, Italy and the Netherlands,
informing them of the decisions taken by the Foreign Ministers of the six Member States of the European Coal
and Steel Community, who met on 26, 27 and 28 January in Brussels in order to address the issues left
unresolved by the Intergovernmental Conference on the Common Market and Euratom.

Source: Ministère des Affaires étrangères; Commission de publication des DDF (sous la dir.). Documents
diplomatiques français. Volume I: 1957, 1er janvier - 30 juin. Paris: Imprimerie nationale, 1990. 1008 p. p.
186-187.
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Telegram from Christian Pineau to the French Embassies in Brussels, Bonn, The 
Hague, Luxembourg and Rome (Paris, 2 February 1957)

Paris, 2 February 1957

The Foreign Ministers’ Conference, held in Brussels from 26 to 28 January, has succeeded in taking a 

decisive step towards the Common Market.

Despite Dutch reservations, the Conference came up with a number of solutions for the future Community 

that are consistent with our institutions. In contrast, a discussion on the inclusion of the Overseas Territories 

gave rise to wide differences of opinion that will be reconsidered at later meetings.

1. Agriculture

We managed to secure a satisfactory solution via the introduction of a two-tier minimum price system and a 

de facto preference.

a. The minimum price system

During an initial four-year phase, each government will set minimum prices and, with the agreement of their 

partners, will strive to lay down common criteria. If, by the end of the second phase, the endeavour has 

come to nought, the European institutions may impose fixed prices by qualified majority decision. The 

Council of Ministers will decide by a simple majority, with weighted votes, on the rules with which the 

partners must comply.

b. The system of preferences

In order to increase our outlets in countries with a high urban population, we have had it agreed that, in the 

initial phase, our partners will commit themselves to long-term contracts, the volume of which will be 

greater than the average level of trade over the past three years. Moreover, prices will be higher than the 

current level and will gradually be brought into line with those paid by importing countries to their own 

national producers.

c. Both these systems are actually transitional measures that will lead to the creation of a single agricultural 

market. As soon as the Treaty enters into force, an agriculture conference will be held to lay the foundations 

for and set the goals of the farm policy.

Once the Dutch reservations have been overcome, the Common Market will thus offer promising prospects 

to our agricultural sector.

2. Institutional issues

The future Community will comprise the following institutions:

a. A Council of Ministers

The Council will be the Community’s most important body and will take decisions either unanimously or by 

qualified majority voting. The matter of weighted votes has given rise to serious difficulties. The 

Netherlands contends that the plan for allocating votes — 4 votes for Germany, Italy and France; 2 votes for 

Belgium and the Netherlands; and 1 vote for Luxembourg — would actually leave the small countries at the 

mercy of the large ones.

b. A European Commission

The Commission will have fewer powers than the ECSC High Authority. It will be a permanent body and 
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will deliver opinions that will form the basis of the Council’s decisions.

c. A European Assembly

The parliaments and assemblies of the participating countries will appoint the Members of the Assembly, 

which may join forces with other European assemblies and create a single overarching European Parliament.

d. A Court of Justice

e. A consultative Economic and Social Council

3. The problem of the Overseas Territories

Finding a solution to this problem is proving to be particularly arduous. Our partners have shown little or no 

interest in opening up the markets of their Overseas Territories. They are apprehensive about the political 

difficulties and the consequent financial costs that they may have to bear.

Investments are the main stumbling block. Our partners appear willing to consider, on a case-by-case basis, 

investments that generate an immediate return. However, they are wary about investing in schools, hospitals, 

etc., and they refuse to commit themselves in advance to financing infrastructure projects such as roads, 

ports, etc.

The Foreign Ministers will resume their discussion on Monday 4 February. The Heads of Government will 

probably meet the following week. We hope that these two meetings will help to remove the final two 

hurdles, i.e. the Dutch reservations and the problem of the Overseas Territories.


