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Joint Statement of Principles and Basic Guidelines for Subsequent Negotiations on the 
Limitation of Strategic Arms 

The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, hereinafter referred to as the 
Parties,

Having concluded the Treaty on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms,

Reaffirming that the strengthening of strategic stability meets the interests of the Parties and the interests of 
international security,

Convinced that early agreement on the further limitation and further reduction of strategic arms would serve 
to strengthen international peace and security and to reduce the risk of outbreak of nuclear war,

Have agreed as follows:

First. The Parties will continue to pursue negotiations, in accordance with the principle of equality and 
equal security, on measures for the further limitation and reduction in the numbers of strategic arms, as well 
as for their further qualitative limitation.

In furtherance of existing agreements between the Parties on the limitation and reduction of strategic arms, 
the Parties will continue, for the purposes of reducing and averting the risk of outbreak of nuclear war, to 
seek measures to strengthen strategic stability by, among other things, limitations on strategic offensive arms 
most destabilizing to the strategic balance and by measures to reduce and to avert the risk of surprise attack.

Second. Further limitations and reductions of strategic arms must be subject to adequate verification by 
national technical means, using additionally, as appropriate, cooperative measures contributing to the 
effectiveness of verification by national technical means. The Parties will seek to strengthen verification and 
to perfect the operation of the Standing Consultative Commission in order to promote assurance of 
compliance with the obligations assumed by the Parties.

Third. The Parties shall pursue in the course of these negotiations, taking into consideration factors that 
determine the strategic situation, the following objectives:

1) significant and substantial reductions in the numbers of strategic offensive arms;

2) qualitative limitations on strategic offensive arms, including restrictions on the development, testing, and 
deployment of new types of strategic offensive arms and on the modernization of existing strategic offensive 
arms;

3) resolution of the issues included in the Protocol to the Treaty Between the United States of America and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms in the context of the 
negotiations relating to the implementation of the principles and objectives set out herein.

Fourth. The Parties will consider other steps to ensure and enhance strategic stability, to ensure the equality 
and equal security of the Parties, and to implement the above principles and objectives. Each Party will be 
free to raise any issue relative to the further limitation of strategic arms. The Parties will also consider 
further joint measures, as appropriate, to strengthen international peace and security and to reduce the risk of 
outbreak of nuclear war.

Vienna, June 18, 1979
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For the United States of America
JIMMY CARTER

President of the United States of America

For the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
L. BREZHNEV

General Secretary for the CPSU, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.
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