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HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE PRESIDENT OF THE ITALIAN 
REPUBLIC, HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE GRAND DUCHESS OF LUXEMBOURG, HER MAJESTY 
THE QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS, 

ANXIOUS to limit the number of institutions responsible for carrying out similar tasks in the European 
Communities which they have constituted,

HAVE DECIDED to create for these Communities certain single institutions and to this end have designated 
as their Plenipotentiaries: 

HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS: 

Mr Paul Henri SPAAK, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Baron J. Ch. SNOY ET D’OPPUERS, Secretary General of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Head of the 
Belgian Delegation to the Intergovernmental Conference; 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY: 

Dr Konrad ADENAUER, Federal Chancellor; 
Professor Dr Walter HALLSTEIN, State Secretary of the Federal Foreign Office; 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC: 

Mr Christian PINEAU, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Mr Maurice FAURE, Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC: 

Mr Antonio SEGNI, President of the Council of Ministers; 
Professor Gaetano MARTINO, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE GRAND DUCHESS OF LUXEMBOURG: 

Mr Joseph BECH, President of the Government, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Mr Lambert SCHAUS, Ambassador, Head of the Luxembourg Delegation to the Intergovernmental 
Conference; 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS: 

Mr Josef LUNS, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Mr J. LINTHORST HOMAN, Head of the Netherlands Delegation to the Intergovernmental Conference. 

WHO, having exchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed as follows. 

Section I
The Assembly (1)

Article 1
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The powers and jurisdiction which the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and the 
Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community confer upon the Assembly shall be exercised, 
in accordance with those Treaties, by a single Assembly composed and designated as provided in Article 
138 of the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and in Article 108 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

Article 2

1. Upon taking up its duties, the single Assembly referred to in Article 1 shall take the place of the Common 
Assembly provided for in Article 21 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community. It 
shall exercise the powers and jurisdiction conferred upon the Common Assembly by that Treaty in 
accordance with the provisions thereof. 

2. To this end, Article 21 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community shall be 
repealed on the date when the single Assembly referred to in Article 1 takes up its duties, and the following 
provisions substituted therefor: 

‘Article 21 

1. The European Parliament shall consist of delegates who shall be designated by the respective  
parliaments from among their members in accordance with the procedure laid down by each Member State. 

2. The number of these delegates shall be as follows:

Germany 36
Belgium 14
France36
Italy 36
Luxembourg 6
Netherlands 14

3. The European Parliament shall draw up proposals for elections by direct universal suffrage in  
accordance with a uniform procedure in all Member States.

The Council shall, acting unanimously, lay down the appropriate provisions, which it shall recommend to  
Member States for adoption in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements.’

Section II
The Court of Justice

Article 3

The jurisdiction which the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and the Treaty 
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community confer upon the Court of Justice shall be exercised, in 
accordance with those Treaties, by a single Court of Justice composed and appointed as provided in Articles 
165 to 167 of the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and in Articles 137 to 139 of the 
Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

Article 4

1. Upon taking up its duties, the single Court of Justice referred to in Article 3 shall take the place of the 
Court provided for in Article 32 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community. It shall 
exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon that Court by that Treaty in accordance with the provisions thereof.
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The President of the single Court of Justice referred to in Article 3 shall exercise the powers conferred by 
the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community upon the President of the Court provided 
for in that Treaty.

2. To this end, on the date when the single Court of Justice referred to in Article 3 takes up its duties: 

(a) Article 32 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community shall be repealed and the 
following provisions substituted therefor:

‘Article 32 

The Court shall consist of seven Judges. 

The Court shall sit in plenary session. It may, however, form chambers, each consisting of three or five  
Judges, either to undertake certain preparatory inquiries or to adjudicate on particular categories of cases  
in accordance with rules laid down for these purposes.

Whenever the Court hears cases brought before it by a Member State or by one of the institutions of the  
Community or has to give preliminary rulings on questions submitted to it pursuant to Article 41, it shall sit  
in plenary session. 

Should the Court so request, the Council may, acting unanimously, increase the number of Judges and make  
the necessary adjustments to the second and third paragraphs of this Article and to the second paragraph of  
Article 32b.’

‘Article 32a 

The Court shall be assisted by two Advocates General.

It shall be the duty of the Advocate General acting with complete impartiality and independence, to make, in  
open court, reasoned submissions on cases brought before the Court, in order to assist the Court in the  
performance of the task assigned to it in Article 31. 

Should the Court so request, the Council may, acting unanimously, increase the number of Advocates  
General and make the necessary adjustments to the third paragraph of Article 32b.’

‘Article 32b 

The Judges and Advocates General shall be chosen from persons whose independence is beyond doubt and 
who possess the qualifications required for appointment to the highest judicial offices in their respective  
countries or who are jurisconsults of recognized competence; they shall be appointed by common accord of  
the governments of the Member States for a term of six years.

Every three years there shall be a partial replacement of the Judges. Three and four Judges shall be  
replaced alternately. The three Judges whose terms of office are to expire at the end of the first three years  
shall be chosen by lot.

Every three years there shall be a partial replacement of the Advocates General. The Advocate General  
whose term of office is to expire at the end of the first three years shall be chosen by lot.

Retiring Judges and Advocates General shall be eligible for reappointment.

The Judges shall elect the President of the Court from among their number for a term of three years. He  
may be re-elected.’
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‘Article 32c

The Court shall appoint its Registrar and lay down the rules governing his service.’

(b )The provisions of the Protocol on the Statute of the Court of Justice annexed to the Treaty establishing 
the European Coal and Steel Community, in so far as they are in conflict with Articles 32 to 32c of that 
Treaty, shall be repealed.

Section III
The Economic and Social Committee

Article 5

1. The functions which the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and the Treaty 
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community confer upon the Economic and Social Committee 
shall be exercised, in accordance with those Treaties, by a single Economic and Social Committee composed 
and appointed as provided in Article 194 of the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and 
in Article 166 of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

2. The single Economic and Social Committee referred to in paragraph 1 shall include a section specializing 
in, and may include subcommittees competent for, the fields or questions dealt with in the Treaty 
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community. 

3. The provisions of Articles 193 and 197 of the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community 
shall apply to the single Economic and Social Committee referred to in paragraph 1.

Section IV
The financing of these institutions

Article 6

(repealed by Article 23 of the Merger Treaty)

See Article 20 of the Merger Treaty, which reads as follows:

1. The administrative expenditure of the European Coal and Steel Community and the revenue relating 
thereto, the revenue and expenditure of the European Economic Community, and the revenue and 
expenditure of the European Atomic Energy Community, with the exception of that of the Supply Agency 
and the Joint Undertakings, shall be shown in the budget of the European Communities in accordance with 
the appropriate provisions of the Treaties establishing the three Communities. This budget, which shall be in 
balance as to revenue and expenditure, shall take the place of the administrative budget of the European 
Coal and Steel Community, the budget of the European Community and the operating budget and research 
and investment budget of the European Atomic Energy Community. (2)

2. The portion of the expenditure covered by the levies provided for in Article 49 of the Treaty establishing 
the European Coal and Steel Community shall be fixed at 18 million units of account.

As from the financial year beginning 1 January 1967, the Commission shall submit annually to the Council a 
report on the basis of which the Council shall examine whether there is reason to adjust this figure to 
changes in the budget of the Communities. The Council shall act by the majority laid down in the first 
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sentence of the fourth paragraph of Article 28 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel 
Community. The adjustment shall be made on the basis of an assessment of developments in expenditure 
arising from the application of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community.

3. The portion of the levies assigned to cover expenditure under the budget of the Communities shall be 
allocated by the Commission for the implementation of that budget in accordance with the timetable 
provided for in the financial regulations adopted pursuant to Article 209(b) of the Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community and Article 183(b) of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy 
Community relating to the methods and procedure whereby the contributions of the Member States shall be 
made available.]

Final provisions

Article 7

This Convention shall be ratified by the High Contracting Parties in accordance with their respective 
constitutional requirements. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Government of the 
Italian Republic.

This Convention shall enter into force at the same time as the Treaty establishing the European Economic 
Community and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community.

Article 8

This Convention, drawn up in a single original in the Dutch, French, German and Italian languages, all four 
texts being equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Government of the Italian Republic, 
which shall transmit a certified copy to each of the governments of the other signatory States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed this Convention.

Done at Rome this twenty-fifth day of March in the year one thousand nine hundred and fifty-seven.

P. H. SPAAK J. Ch. SNOY ET D’OPPUERS
ADENAUER HALLSTEIN
PINEAU M. FAURE
Antonio SEGNI Gaetano MARTINO
BECH Lambert SCHAUS
J. LUNS J. LINTHORST HOMAN

(1) EDITORS’ NOTE
Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3 of the SEA, and for historical reasons, the term ‘Assembly’ has not been replaced by the 
term ‘European Parliament’. 
(2) Paragraph 1 as amended by Article 10 of the Treaty amending Certain Budgetary Provisions. 
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