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Joint Communiqué Following Discussions With General Secretary Brezhnev, June 25, 
1973

At the invitation of the President of the United States, Richard Nixon, extended during his official visit to 
the USSR in May 1972, and in accordance with a subsequent agreement, General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. Leonid I. Brezhnev, paid an official visit to the 
United States from June 18 to June 25. Mr. Brezhnev was accompanied by A. A. Gromyko, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the USSR, Member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee, CPSU; N. S. Patolichev, 
Minister of Foreign Trade; B. P. Bugayev, Minister of Civil Aviation; G. E. Tsukanov and 
A. M. Aleksandrov, Assistants to the General Secretary of the Central Committee, CPSU; L. M. Zamyatin. 
General Director of TASS; E. I. Chazov, Deputy Minister of Public Health of the USSR; G. M. Korniyenko, 
Member of the Collegium of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR; G. A. Arbatov, Director of the 
USA Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR.

President Nixon and General Secretary Brezhnev held thorough and constructive discussions on the progress 
achieved in the development of US-Soviet relations and on a number of major international problems of 
mutual interest.

Also taking part in the conversations held in Washington, Camp David, and San Clemente, were:

On the American side William P. Rogers, Secretary of State; George P. Shultz, Secretary of the Treasury; 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs.

On the Soviet side A. A. Gromyko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR, Member of the Politbureau of 
the Central Committee, CPSU; A. F. Dobrynin, Soviet Ambassador to the USA; N. S. Patolichev, Minister 
of Foreign Trade; B. P. Bugayev, Minister of Civil Aviation; A. M. Aleksandrov and G. E. Tsukanov, 
Assistants to the General Secretary of the Central Committee, CPSU; G. M. Korniyenko, Member of the 
Collegium of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR.

I. The general state of US-Soviet relations

Both Sides expressed their mutual satisfaction with the fact that the American-Soviet summit meeting in 
Moscow in May 1972 and the joint decisions taken there have resulted in a substantial advance in the 
strengthening of peaceful relations between the USA and the USSR and have created the basis for the 
further development of broad and mutually beneficial cooperation in various fields of mutual interest to the 
peoples of both countries and in the interests of all mankind. They noted their satisfaction with the mutual 
effort to implement strictly and fully the treaties and agreements concluded between the USA and the USSR, 
and to expand areas of cooperation.

They agreed that the process of reshaping relations between the USA and the USSR on the basis of peaceful 
coexistence and equal security as set forth in the Basic Principles of Relations Between the USA and the 
USSR signed in Moscow on May 29, 1972 is progressing in an encouraging manner. They emphasized the 
great importance that each Side attaches to these Basic Principles. They reaffirmed their commitment to the 
continued scrupulous implementation and to the enhancement of the effectiveness of each of the provisions 
of that document.

Both Sides noted with satisfaction that the outcome of the US-Soviet meeting in Moscow in May 1972 was 
welcomed by other States and by world opinion as an important contribution to strengthening peace and 
international security, to curbing the arms race and to developing businesslike cooperation among States 
with different social systems.

Both Sides viewed the return visit to the USA of the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU, L. I. Brezhnev, and the talks held during the visit as an expression of their mutual determination to 
continue the course toward a major improvement in US-Soviet relations.

2 / 4 02/07/2015



Both Sides are convinced that the discussions they have just held represent a further milestone in the 
constructive development of their relations.

Convinced that such a development of American-Soviet relations serves the interests of both of their peoples 
and all of mankind, it was decided to take further major steps to give these relations maximum stability and 
to turn the development of friendship and cooperation between their peoples into a permanent factor for 
worldwide peace.

II. The prevention of nuclear war and the limitation of strategic armaments

Issues related to the maintenance and strengthening of international peace were a central point of the talks 
between President Nixon and General Secretary Brezhnev.

Conscious of the exceptional importance for all mankind of taking effective measures to that end, they 
discussed ways in which both Sides could work toward removing the danger of war, and especially nuclear 
war, between the USA and the USSR and between either party and other countries. Consequently, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the Basic Principles of Relations of May 29, 1972, it 
was decided to conclude an Agreement Between the USA and the USSR on the Prevention of Nuclear War. 
That Agreement was signed by the President and the General Secretary on June 22, 1973. The text has been 
published separately.

III. International questions: the reduction of tensions and strengthening of international security

President Nixon and General Secretary Brezhnev reviewed major questions of the current international 
situation. They gave special attention to the developments which have occurred since the time of the US-
Soviet summit meeting in Moscow. It was noted with satisfaction that positive trends are developing in 
international relations toward the further relaxation of tensions and the strengthening of cooperative 
relations in the interests of peace. In the opinion of both Sides, the current process of improvement in the 
international situation creates new and favorable opportunities for reducing tensions, settling outstanding 
international issues, and creating a permanent structure of peace.

[…]

Europe

In the course of the talks both Sides noted with satisfaction that in Europe the process of relaxing tensions 
and developing cooperation is actively continuing and thereby contributing to international stability.

The two Sides expressed satisfaction with the further normalization of relations among European countries 
resulting from treaties and agreements signed in recent years, particularly between the USSR and the FRG 
[Federal Republic of Germany]. They also welcome the coming into force of the Quadripartite Agreement of 
September 3, 1971. They share the conviction that strict observance of the treaties and agreements that have 
been concluded will contribute to the security and well-being of all parties concerned.

They also welcome the prospect of United Nations membership this year for the FRG and the GDR [German 
Democratic Republic] and recall, in this connection, that the USA, USSR, UK and France have signed the 
Quadripartite Declaration of November 9, 1972, on this subject.

The USA and the USSR reaffirm their desire, guided by the appropriate provisions of the Joint US-USSR 
Communiqué adopted in Moscow in May 1972, to continue their separate and joint contributions to 
strengthening peaceful relations in Europe. Both Sides affirm that ensuring a lasting peace in Europe is a 
paramount goal of their policies.

In this connection satisfaction was expressed with the fact that as a result of common efforts by many States, 
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including the USA and the USSR, the preparatory work has been successfully completed for the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which will be convened on July 3, 1973. The USA and the USSR 
hold the view that the Conference will enhance the possibilities for strengthening European security and 
developing cooperation among the participating States. The USA and the USSR will conduct their policies 
so as to realize the goals of the Conference and bring about a new era of good relations in this part of the 
world.

Reflecting their continued positive attitude toward the Conference, both Sides will make efforts to bring the 
Conference to a successful conclusion at the earliest possible time. Both Sides proceed from the assumption 
that progress in the work of the Conference will produce possibilities for completing it at the highest level.

The USA and the USSR believe that the goal of strengthening stability and security in Europe would be 
further advanced if the relaxation of political tensions were accompanied by a reduction of military tensions 
in Central Europe. In this respect they attach great importance to the negotiations on the mutual reduction of 
forces and armaments and associated measures in Central Europe which will begin on October 30, 1973. 
Both Sides state their readiness to make, along with other States, their contribution to the achievement of 
mutually acceptable decisions on the substance of this problem, based on the strict observance of the 
principle of the undiminished security of any of the parties.

[…]

Peaceful uses of atomic energy

Bearing in mind the great importance of satisfying the growing energy demands in both countries and 
throughout the world, and recognizing that the development of highly efficient energy sources could 
contribute to the solution of this problem, the President and General Secretary signed an agreement to 
expand and strengthen cooperation in the fields of controlled nuclear fusion, fast breeder reactors, and 
research on the fundamental properties of matter. A Joint Committee on Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of 
Atomic Energy will be established to implement this agreement, which has a duration of ten years.

[…]
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