Interview with Otto von Habsburg: the fifth EU enlargement (Pocking, 5
and 6 February 2004)

Source: Entretien avec S.A.L.R. 'Archiduc Otto de Habsbourg / OTTO DE HABSBOURG, Etienne
Deschamps, prise de vue : Julien Cuendet.- Lausanne/Sanem: Fondation Jean Monnet pour 1'Europe/CVCE
[Prod.], 5-6.02.2004. CVCE, Sanem. - VIDEO (03:31, Couleur, Son original).

Copyright: (c¢) Translation CVCE.EU by UNL.LU

All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.

Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_the_fifth_eu_enlargem
ent_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-58e2ec4e-490b-4a00-8de6-
83fd8429cb6a.html

Last updated: 10/08/2016

MCVC@ 1/2 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_the_fifth_eu_enlargement_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-58e2ec4e-490b-4a00-8de6-83fd8429cb6a.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_the_fifth_eu_enlargement_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-58e2ec4e-490b-4a00-8de6-83fd8429cb6a.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_the_fifth_eu_enlargement_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-58e2ec4e-490b-4a00-8de6-83fd8429cb6a.html

Interview with Otto von Habsburg-Lothringen: the fifth EU enlargement (Pdcking, 5
and 6 February 2004)

[Philippe Nicolet] Allow me to ask you one last question on your vision of Europe, the Europe you have
dreamt of and fought for in the European Parliament and, lastly, the Europe of today. Is this Europe,
generally speaking, in keeping with your vision and is it moving towards the destination that you are hoping
for?

[Otto von Habsburg] Yes, quite so. Quite so. I accept that we have suffered some setbacks. I have never
been one to believe in a ‘paradise now’ strategy. As a sinner, I understand how long and arduous the road to
heaven is, but our route is the logical one to choose. And, when you consider the successes, it is fantastic,
nonetheless. When you think of what will happen on the first of May: ten nations are going to be able to join
us. If we had been told that twenty years ago, do you think that many people would have believed it? No.

[Philippe Nicolet] What about yourself? Would not you have believed it?
[Otto von Habsburg] No. I believed in it, but I did not believe that I should see it.

[Philippe Nicolet] And now you can see it. I imagine that this must be a deeply emotional experience for
you.

[Otto von Habsburg] Yes, indeed. Indeed it is. Especially when the frontiers fell. You see, even today, every
time I cross the frontiers that now have disappeared, I still experience a feeling of pleasure because I
remember what these frontiers were, and now this is no longer so.

[Philippe Nicolet] Will those of Switzerland also fall, in your opinion?
[Otto von Habsburg] Of course, they will fall. When? I have no idea. One must be patient. Progress must be
made step by step. Perhaps it will go a little faster, perhaps a little more slowly. After all, when one has

seven children and 23 grandchildren, as I have, one must be patient because it is their world as well. They
will see it. It is not crucial that I should do so.
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