Interview with Hans-August Liicker: Sicco Mansholt (Bonn, 15 May 2006)

Source: Interview de Hans-August Liicker / HANS-AUGUST LUCKER, Francois Klein, prise de vue :
Francois Fabert.- Bonn: CVCE [Prod.], 15.05.2006. CVCE, Sanem. - VIDEO (00:04:05, Couleur, Son
original).

Copyright: (¢) Translation CVCE.EU by UNL.LU

All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via

Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_hans_august_lucker_sicco_mansholt_bonn_
15_may_2006-en-9a4548f8-67e0-4b5a-98d8-5cca683dd282.html

Last updated: 05/07/2016

MCVC@ 1/2 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_hans_august_lucker_sicco_mansholt_bonn_15_may_2006-en-9a4548f8-67e0-4b5a-98d8-5cca683dd282.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_hans_august_lucker_sicco_mansholt_bonn_15_may_2006-en-9a4548f8-67e0-4b5a-98d8-5cca683dd282.html

Interview with Hans-August Liicker: Sicco Mansholt (Bonn, 15 May 2006)

[Frangois Klein] During that time you worked closely with Sicco Mansholt, the Agriculture Commissioner.
What were his methods?

[Hans-August Liicker] He was a workaholic. A workaholic and ... well, yes, as much of one as I was,
certainly. After finishing his studies in agriculture he went to Indonesia, to farm in the Dutch colonies, and
there he had — how can one put it — a nice little business. Then when they started draining the Zuiderzee,
the Dutch Government promised that everyone who got stuck in with pick and shovel to help with the
drainage work would be given a piece of land in return. Free! So he went home and helped reclaim the
Zuiderzee. And afterwards he got a nice farm on the banks of the Zuiderzee as a reward for his efforts. And
then he worked the farm. Fine!

Like every great and cultivated man he respected others, even when they didn’t share his views. That’s the
first thing. Secondly, he was someone who wanted justice as a result of his efforts. He wasn’t someone for
the great and the rich. But he had no time for lazy people. He wanted to see effort and responsibility
properly rewarded. In a nutshell, he wasn’t a capitalist and he wasn’t a socialist. He was a fair-minded man.
And he was fair in discussions too. Truly, we had such tough and unrelenting discussions that you felt like
saying, along with Mrs Strobel ‘Give them a knife: they can kill one another and then we’ll be rid of them!’,
but he was never offensive to me, nor I to him. When the others went off for a cosy dinner in the evening he
would say to me ‘Hans-August, let’s go and eat, we’ve a bit more talking to do.” We would then talk a deux.
And I think these chats, where we came together on a human level, explain how it was that we were
subsequently able to reach agreement.
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