
1/2

Press conference held by John Major: the launch of the third stage of EMU
(Dublin, 14 December 1996)
 

Source: Conseil européen de Dublin II / John Major.- Bruxelles: Commission européenne [Prod.],
14.12.1996. DG Press & Communication, Commission européenne, Bruxelles. - VIDEO (00:00:59, Couleur,
Son original).
Médiathèque centrale de la Commission européenne, Berlaymont 4/363, 200 rue de la Loi B-1049 Bruxelles.

Copyright: Transcription CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/press_conference_held_by_john_major_the_launch_of_the
_third_stage_of_emu_dublin_14_december_1996-en-9aea44f6-08a0-44e4-a452-
5efdb065dc4b.html

Last updated: 04/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/press_conference_held_by_john_major_the_launch_of_the_third_stage_of_emu_dublin_14_december_1996-en-9aea44f6-08a0-44e4-a452-5efdb065dc4b.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/press_conference_held_by_john_major_the_launch_of_the_third_stage_of_emu_dublin_14_december_1996-en-9aea44f6-08a0-44e4-a452-5efdb065dc4b.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/press_conference_held_by_john_major_the_launch_of_the_third_stage_of_emu_dublin_14_december_1996-en-9aea44f6-08a0-44e4-a452-5efdb065dc4b.html


2/2

Press conference held by John Major: the launch of the third stage of EMU (Dublin, 14 
December 1996)

The launching of stage three of Economic and Monetary Union will be the most far-reaching decision that 

the European Union has probably ever taken: it will dwarf the earlier decisions that have been reached. The 

United Kingdom expect that we will meet the Maastricht criteria, that the Protocol that I negotiated at 

Maastricht gives us the right to decide whether or not we will participate at a time of our choosing. We 

haven’t made that decision yet, and nor will we, until we are clear about all the necessary issues. Because 

too much of what we need to know is, frankly, still a mystery, including, crucially, our assessment of the 

prospects for real and sustained economic convergence in Europe. No point in having the right economic 

conditions on one particular day unless that is going to be sustained for the future.


