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SECRET ¢ (55) 1,
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RZPORT CF THE I IR>T SESSION (1st MEETING) OF
+thB COUNCIL O .GSSTERN EUROPZAN UNICY,
HEELD AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY, PaArIS3,
ON SATURDAY, 7th MaY, 1955, AT 10 P.M.
Present:
BELGIUM H.BE. M. P.H. SPAAK Ministcr for Foreign
Affecirs
H.E. K. L. SCHEYVIN Secrctary-Gencral,
Ministry of Foreign
Affcirs
H.,E. M., A. Cde STs%RCKE
to NaTO Council
M. CHAMPENOIS Counsellor, Belginon
Embossy, London
I RANCE H.2. M. &, PINAY Ministor for PForeign

Affcirs

Secretory-CGenercl, Ministry

of ®oreign Affcirs

Permanent representoative
to NATO Council

Director of Political
Aff2irs

Director of Europeen
Depeartnent, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Deputy Permanent represen-
tative to NATO Council

Member of M. Pinay's
Cebinet
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- FEDERLL REPUBLIC H.5. Dr. K. ADEBNAUsR Chcncellor
O GERMANY
H.E. Herr . HALLSTEIN Secretory of State
Herr H. BL/ANKENHORIN Permenent representative
to N:»TO Council
Herr L. KATrENSTrOTH Director, #Ministry of
Economic Affairs
Herr C.». UPHULS Winistry of PForeign
affairs
Herr U. S.HM Pirst Secretory, German
Diplomatic Mission,
Lonéon
ITALY H.E. Signor G. M.RTINO Minister for Foreign
Anffuirs
H.E. Signor ... ROSSILONGHI Secretary-Generzl,
Ministry of roreign
~Tfoirs
H.E. Signor ... Permenent representotive
+LEGS.NDRINI to N..TO Council
Signor M. MaGIS FR:.TI Director-Genercl of
Political .ffairs
Signor L. THEODOLI Minister-Counsellor,
Itczlian Embassy, London
LUXEAMBOURE H.Z, 1. J. BECH Prime Minister
M, N. HOMMEL Permanent representative
to NATO Council
M. G. HEISEBCURG Counsellor
ALTELRLINDS H.B. M. J.¥. BEYEN Minister for Poreign
affeirs
H.5, M. D.U. STIKKER Ambassador to London
H.,E. Jhr., L. d.L. TInRD. Permanent representative
V. ST..RKXNBORGH to N..TO Council

ST..CHOUWER

M. H.RB. ESCH/.UZIBR Director-General of
Politiceal ..ffairs
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UNITED KINGDOM H.E. The Rt. Hon,
H, M.CMILL.N

H.E. Sir H. C~CCI..

H.E. Sir C. STEEL

The Viscount HOCD

SECRET..RIAT Baron M.FP, de SELYS

LONGCH..MPS
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DECLASSIFIED

W.EU. s MARCH 1589

I. GLECTION OF CH..IRM.,N

On the proposal of M. PIN.Y, Mr. Harold MACMILLAN was
unanimously elected Chesirman. :

I1, OPENING ST..TEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Mr. M..CMILL.N, in opening the meeting, extended a special
welcome to the two new members of the Union. Meany efforts had been
made in previous years for grecter unity between the Buropecn nations,
‘“he new Union was the result of much lobour und the hopes of Burope
were focussed on it. He consicered it a privilege to preside et
2 meeting of such importcnce,and he expressed the hope that the
confidence placed by the people of Zurope in those present and
their successors would be Justified,

Dr. .DBEN..USR thenkeG the Chairmzn for the words of welcome
adcresseC to his country. He essured the Council thot his Govern-
ment wes deeply awire of the significonce of the present moment.
.Tter long yecrs of intense work ond many diseppointments, the
nations represented at this meeting hza come together, end 1t wes
2 privilege for his country to participate in a Union for the
defence or freedom &nd pecace.

Signor [L.RTINU, in his turn, thanked the Cheirman for his
welcome. He stressed the aCventapges which the free world would
cerive from the setting uwp oi' the .Jestern Buropean Union, to which
nis country had been hcppy to cccede. He was convinced that many
provlems of a more specifically Europezn nzture, z2ni& not merely
militery questions, coulG be solved in the fremework of estern
Luropean Union, Eurowve must progress resolutely tovards an ever
closer collaboration in 211 spheres of activity, as was, moreovcr,
very clearly incicated in the text of the Treaty. 1In his opinion
that course should be followed, albeit in gruducl stages and with
the necessary caution.

He finally expressed his sincerest goodwill towards the
ncw internationel orgenisation, onG his conviction that its
zctivity,in the interests of 211, would be exte:sive and fruitful.

M. PIN.Y expressed his profound satisfaction with the
accession of Prance's two greet neighbours, Germany and Italy,
whose co-operation was indispensable for the strength and the
efficiency of the .jestern Europecn Union,

He also wished to stress the importance his country
attached to the presence in the Union of the United Kingdom,
which for the first time had accepted, not only to maintain an
armny on the Continent, but also to delegcte certain powers with
respect to these troops to an international organisation, and to
conform to the views expressed by the majority of member countries,

His Government was fﬁlly aware of the importance of the
undertakings which nations entered upon to-Gay. He was convinced

that the -seven member countries would not be the sole beneficiaries
but also the free world as a whole,.

M, SP.uX .../
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2. S2..K associated himself with the words spoken by his
colleagues. They had 211 worked for the same iceals., He wermly
welcomed the Chancellor of the ¥Federal Republic of Germany and
the Italian Foreign Minister, and he expressed the hope thsat
good results might come from the co-operation between member
countries not only in matters of defence but elso in the economic
and other iields,

M. BEYEN recalled the specazl rdle the Brussels Treaty
Organisation had played in Europeen co-operation., It had preceded
N.7TJ onc then continued to 'vork on other subjects pefoie changing
form and opening the way to the solution of = difficult problem.
The Brussels Treaty Orgenisztion, while it had been unspectacular
in the tasks it hnd performed, hod peen spectacular in whet 1t
initiated. The presence oY the two new members around the table
was the expressson of the growing bonds of frienéship between the
countries of Europe.

M. BECH associcted himself wholeheartedly with the words
of welcome already pronounced by his colleagues,

I1I1. ADCPTION OF THD /GEND.. (I.#G/63)

The Council approved the agenda es set out in document

I.6/63.

1V. REPORT OF T3 INPZiIM COMMISSION (1¥6/63, :.nnex B)

The Council took note of the rcport.

V. DR.FT .GAUSMENT OX THE ST..TUS OF WLDSTELN EUROPzZuLN UNION,
N.OPION..L REPRESENT. TIVES . ND INTIHN:TION..L ST/ ¥
{I.G/63, .nnex C, and 1.:G/60)

The CH._IRILN érew the attention of the Council to a specizl
feature in what was otherwise a well-kxnown and rather techniczal
matter, The . greement contzined in ..rticle 21 a proposal that
the szlaries of the members of the internationel staff shoula be
subject to taxation levied by the Organisation. He understood
that the Pederal Republic had not been able to agree to this
proposel, If agrecment could be rezcheud it h.d still to be
decided from what date the system of toxation would opply.

Dr. .DEN..USR stated thet his Government accepted ~rticle 21,

With regard to the dete from which the principle of taxation
should be applied, the CH.IiM. N explained that the Council had
the choice of two possibilities. The principle could be epplied
immediately but on the other hand he had understood that some .
delegations preferred to wait until its adoption by N.TO and the
Council of Burope.

M. BEYEN thought that this was & problem which should be
deelt with immediately. He woula prefer the Council to settle
now the dete of implementation. Should the Council not be able
to ggree on & date at the present meeting he would propose to
convene a group of taxetion experts to mzke proposals on the
subject,.

M, SPack .../
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M. SP..iK pointed out that a strong tendency existed in
the Belgian Parlioment to limit present tex exemptions. The
approval just given by the Council to the principle of taxation
of internationcl civil servonts was an importent step forward.
~.1though preferring to fix a date he would not oppose another
solution. ‘

The CH..INM..N wes of the opinion that the Secretary-
General should fiirst meke proposals with regi:i1d to the establish-
ment &nd the salaries to be prid to the internationzl staff,
having regoard to the fact thot these salcories would be taxed.
1t would then be possible at o future meeting to Giscuss these
proposcls (nd the date o: their zpplication.

It wes agreea that the Secretary-Geneizl would prepare
such »roposcls for submiscsion to the Permenent Council, e&néd, on
the guestion of methods of texation, would seex the edvice of
experts from member countries.

The .sreement would be csigned es soon s possible by
representatives oi the Western European Union Governments under
arrengements to be made by the Secretariat-General,

VI. ..PPOINTMENT OF TnB SECKEL.RY-GENZR.L OF LESTAKN BUROPS.N
UNION (17G/63 .nnex D)

On the proposel of M, $P._X the Council zppointed as
Secretery-Genernal of Yestern Buropcan Union M. Louis Goffin, &t
present Belpicn Minister in Teheran,

VII. PPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE ..GENCY FOR THE CONTROL

0F - XM.MENTS (1./G/63 nnnex E)

On the proposal of Signor MRTINO the Council egppointed
..dmiral ZEmilio Perreri Director of the ..gency for the Control
of .rmnments.

VIII. PRODUGTION .ND ST, N¥D.3DIS..TION OF ..M. MuNTS

1. Praft Decision setting up a Stcnding ..rmaments Committee

(PwG/../15)

2. Report on staondardisction and covering of arms require-
ments (P¥WG/./16).

M. PIN..Y, in giving his Government's spproval to the
proposed Stunding ..rmoinents Committee, indicatedc that his country
had been in favour of = more complete form of organisation and
that therefore the solution at present before the Council fell
short of giving &ntire satisfaction to his Government. He was
pleased, however; to sec thot zgreement hod been recched; he
wished to stress that his Government hoped that this was only
e beginning and thot 2t o later stage it would prove possible
to develop further co-operation in this field.

Signor M. RPTINQ saic thzt the Italian Government also
approved the araft decision, He stressed that in order to avoid
auplication the Committee shoulé work in close contect with N..TO.
.t the same time the possibility shoulc be left open for the
conc%ugion of direct agreements between & limited number of member
countries,

The CHAIRMAN, .../
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The CH.IRM.N, specking on behalf of his Government,
2lso gove his approval to the text under discussion.

The Council decidead:
Grerinan: - to set up a2 3tanding ..rmaments Committee in

end. s accordsnce with the terms submitted by the- -
: Paris ‘jorking Group (PuG/A/IS e e 23

STmang - to take note of the report on the stcndardis- /
s8N, ation and covering of erms requirements sub-
: mitted by the Peris Jorking Group (P.G/./16);
\E - 20

~ to transmit this report, together with the
other documents listed in the ..nnex to the
ctanding ..rmaments Committee,

3. .sppointment of an ..ssistant Secretcry-Generzl of
yestern Europecn Union.

On the proposal of M. PIN..Y, M. C. Cristofini was

appointed ..ssistant Secretary-Generel cnd hecd of the inter-
national secretariat serving the Stancing ..rmcments Committee.

IX. QUSSTIONS ..RISING FRCY YHE Fi .NCO-GERMAY ..GREEMENT ON PHE S..R

#. PIN.Y proposed to postpone the discucsion of this
subject to znother meeting oi the Council, which might teke place
ot the beginninpg of next week.

¥. .SSSMBLY OF WEBST5.N BURCPE.N UNION (TIIG/63 ..nnex P, znd IWG/61)

l. Dote of, and arrangements for, the first meeting.

The CEAIRM N briefly introduced ti.e first of these
guestions;  namely,should the ..ssembly of .estern Buropezan Union
meet during the s:tme period as the Consultative ..ssembly of the
Council of Europe. The next session of that ..ssenbly hzd been
fixed fo:r the 5th - :th July. If the .estern European Union
..ssembly were zlso to meet in that period, the question arose as
to whether it should meet immeciately before or immedictely after
the Consultative ..ssenbly.

M, SPAAK was in favour of meeting just before the
Consultative ..sseably. Thet body would be interestcd in the rdle
o1 the new ..ssembly. Furthermore, the establishment of relations
slsian: between the two organisations would be facilitated if the ‘;jestern
L.nii. ¢ Luropean Union ..ssembly were to maet first.

This point-of view was sharsd by the other members of the
Council, cnG it wes agreed: '

(i) that the Secretary-Generz2l would, on their behalf,
invite the representatives of the seven countries
of the Consultative .ssembly to meet together on
that date, ane. so constitute the isseaply of
festern Buropean Union;

(ii) thet the agenda off the meeting should include the
following cuestions: '

(a) election .,./

8/30 05/09/2012
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(2) election of the President of the sissembly;
(b) message addressed by the Council;
(c) a@rafting of rules of procedure of the ..ssembly.

WWith regard to the edministrative arrangements for the

German ¢ first meeting, it was decided that these should be made by the

nend.,

U.K,

Secretary-Generel of ifestern EBuropean Union.

In agreeing to this solution, M. SP./K explained that
his Government had originally zdvocated a different procedure
which had given good results in the case of the E.C.5.C. He did
not wish to raise objections, however, against the procedure which
was acceptable to the majority of his collesagues.

2. Organisation of the issembly

.. discussion took place on the observations contained in
Resolution #Ho, 67 ~dopted by the Consultative ..ssembly of the
Council of Burope in Dccember, 1954,

M. SP..X diGc not Teel that this Resolution was very
satisfcctory., It was not for the Consultative :issembly to influence
the organisetion and composition of the ..ssembly of ‘Western
Zuropean Union. In his visw the lattcr should decide its own rules
end its relationshi» with the Councii of EBurope, taking into account
such gencral guidcnce as tne Council might ggree upon. In so doing
the Council could, in his opinion, refer to the need for the ..ssembly
to enjoy complete independence which would entail, for instance,
having its own Clerk., .as Ter as the administrative organisation
was concerned, M. 22..X thought thot full use should be made of the
existing facilities of the Council of Europe. He was not in favour
of tronsmitting Resolution No. 67 to the iestern Europeazn Union
..Ssembly,

Finally, M., 3P..XK drew attention to ccrtain implicctions
o; the proposz2l that officisls of estern Duropean Union might be
cuthorised to appecr beiore the .ssemb:y for guestioning. In
orinciple, he declared himself opposed to this idea,

M., PIR..Y stressed that for political reassons it would be
undesirable to have too close a relationship between the two
..sseamblizs. 1In this context he wished to draw attention to the
cese of neutral countries. Such countries might wish to pertici-
pate in the =ork of the Council of Europe «nd no éaifficulties
chould be created in thut respect.

The CH.IKAL I inTormed the Council of a letter he hed
receivea from the Council of Burope concerning the procedure for
establishing contact between the President of the Consultative
«.58embly and the Chairmon of the Council of ifestern Buropeen
Union. His personal opinion was, however, thet the two bodies
should remain strictly sepurate, although use should be made of
the sume cdministrcative facilities.

The gquestion was rather premature ~nd touched upon
matters which were ror the ..ssembly to decide. ..t the present
moment the Council should limit jitself to constituting the ..ssembly.

M. SP_..KX suoportea the views expressed by the Chairman.
He did not think that contact should be sought at this stage with
the President oi the Consultative ..sseaoly. It would be, once
more, for the ‘lestern European Union ..ssembly itself to decide on
the ~ction it wished to teke.

The Council instructed Baron de Selys Longchemps to

ziwend, :reply to M. Marchal in this sense,

M. BEYEN .../
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M. BEYSN Grew attention to pzragraph 6 of cwocument I:G/61
concerning the organisation.of the ..ssembly snd the conclusion it
implied that Ministers would not favour the idea of submitting
the budget of liestern Zuropeean Union to the ..ssembly for advice
before 1t had been approved by the Council. ..cceptance of such
& procegure would lexd to a relationship different from thot
shich hod been ggreed and might involve discussions on matters
of policy. He wishea to be sure that his colleagucs shared this
view, .

isfter some further Giscussion the Council agreed that
while the terms of the relctionship to be established between
the 'te¢stern Buropean Union ..ssembly cnd tne Consultcotive .issembly,
as well as the organisztion of the ..ssembly,would be finally
Geciced only when the lctter hod been constartuted, some genercl
¢nG: guidcnce on orgonisation shouldé ve suomitted by the Secretary-
an : General to the Jestcrn Buropezn Union ..ssenbly with the approval
nad, : of the Permcnent Council.

The proposzls woulc tzke account of:

(2) the nced for en independent jestern European Union
8semb.y that would moke use of cxisting administro-
tive facilitices of the Council of Burope;

(b) the reservation expressed by the Council concerning
the budgetary crrangements foreseen in Resolution
Ho. 67, oné in particular the propossl that the
rannuzal budget of Western European union shoulé be
submitted to the liestern Buropecn Union ..ssembly
for an opinion beforce its fincl adoption;

(c) the undesirebility of officicls of estern Buropean
Union appecring for questioning before the issembly.

XI, OTHCR . PPOINDL-NTS

#dhile it wes rccognised th:t the appointment of higher
German: officials to the London hecdquarters could be leit until the
anend., functionsof the organisation as a whole were cleerly definsd, in
view of the activitics foreseen even ot the present stage, the
Council agreed that the Secretory-Gencral would require two
.»Ssistants,

On the proposnl therefore of Dr. LDEN..USR and Mr, M.CMILL..
respectively Herr H. von Ltzdorf :nd Mr. P.B. fraser were appointed
.8sistont Secretories-Cencral.,

XII, OsFICI.L IORKING LANGUAGES OF JESTERH EURUPEAN UNION

Coripan s Un tiie proposcl of Dr, .DBN..UER, the Council decided to
s oG, trefer this question to the Permanent Council,

XIII. OTHER BUSINESS

No points were raised.

XIV. PRESS COMMUNIQUE

.. araft communiqué Gistributed in the course of the
meeting was ecpproved by the Council after a number of drafting
chcnges had been made, The finil text is attached as en ..nnex
to the present Report.
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XV. NBSXT MEETING

The Council agreed that o further meeting would be held
at a time to be deciced lzter in order to Giscuss the ouestions
erising from the Franco-Cerman ..greement on the Szeor.

Before closing the meeting the Choirmen expressed the
appreciction of the Council to Baron de Selys Longchamps for
the valuable services he had rendered to the Brussels Tre:ty
Orginisation cnd to the Interim Commission in prepzring the
work of the new Organiscztion.

The meeting was closcd ut 11,45 p.m.

DECLASSIFIED

W.E.U. tst MARCH 1989
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.NNEX
COMMUNIQUE
1, The¢ Poreign inisters of the seven countries, Germon

Federzl Republic, Belgium, ¥rance, Itzly, fLuxembourg, Netherlands
2nd the United Xinguom, signotory to the Brussels Treoty as
mo¢ified and conplcted by the Protocols signed in Paris on 23rd
October 1954, ond which entered into force on 6th Mzy 1955, met
together for the first time 2s the Council of ‘Jestern Buropcan
Union on 3zturdey, 7th Moy 1955, after > dinner given ot the
British Emb:issy by #r. Herolé@ Moemillan, Secretory of Stxte for
Foreign . Ifcirs. The other six countrics were represented at

tne mecting by the following :

The German se@er.y epublic - Dr. .dencuer, Belgium -
M, Spazk, rfrince - M, Pinay, Itcly - ¥. Martino, Luxembourg -
Y. Bech, znd the Netherionds -.M. Beyen.

2. Mr. Mcemillan, who presided, opened the meeting by
welcoming on behallf of the five origineal Brussels Trecty
countries (Belgiun, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands =n& the
vnited Kingtom) the two new signatory countries, the German
i"ederszl Zepublic zand Italy.

3. The Council examinced in the iirst place the questions
relating to the structure of “festecrn Zuropean Union.

f'ter heving approved the Interim Commission's rceport,
«nd¢ having aloptel the Draft ngreement on the Status of Netional
xepresentatives cnd the Internationcal Staff of the Organisation,
together vnth other aegulations, the Council appointed Monsieur
tLouis Goriin (Belgium) Sceretary-Genercl of Western European
vnion. They &lso appointed two ..ssistant Sécretaries-CGenercl -
Mr., von Etzdorf (Germany) and Mr. Pster sraser (United Xingdom).

b, ‘The Council olso sppointcd,es Director of the ngency for
the Control of _.rmaments, .dmircl Ferreri,

5. L8 o result of the studies which hove been carried out
ty the ijorkin; CGroup set up by virtue of g decision of the Nine-
Poz¢r Conference cdopted in Paris on 21st October, 1954, the
Council decided to create within the Union & Stznding ..rmcments
Comnittce which shall consist of nationsl representatives ané
shell be served by an internationcl Secretzriat. -

The task of the Standing .rmaments Committee will be the
Gevelopment of the closest possible co-operztion between member
countrics of ‘Je.tern Buropcan Union in the field of armenents,
in oider to seek the most practiccl means of using the resources
zveilcble to these countries for equipping and supplying their
forces and of shoring tasks in the best interests of all, The
Standing ..rmaments Co.mittee will work in close contact with the
North ..tlentic Treaty Orgenisation, evoiding zny duplieztion with
the work being done in that Organisation. To facilitate the
lizison with the North ..tlantic Trezty Orgonisztion, the Standing
Comrittee's seat shcll be in Paris.

Monsieur .../
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Monsieur Cherles Cristofini (France) was appointed
..ssistant Secretery-Gencral in charge of the International
Secrctarict of the otinding ..rmements Committee.

6. The Council excmined the procedure for the organisation
or the firit meeting of the Yestern Buropean Union ..ssemnbly,
composct o1 the representatives of the Brussels Treaty Powers
to the Consultative ..sseably of the Council of Burope, It was
zgreed that it could be held at the daoison de 1'Europe in
Strasbourg, Guring the same periold as the next meeting of the
Consultetive ..ssembly of the Council of EBurope.

In the course of the present session the Council will

hold a seconG meeting to study the remcining questionson its
acende.

13/30
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SECRET
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DECLASSIFED| = comne: 4%
W.E.U. Ist MARCH 1989 25th May, 1955

REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSION (2ND MEETING) OF THE COUNCIL OF
VESTERN BEUROPE.N UNION

HELD . THE QU..I D'ORS..Y, P.RIS,
OH WEDNESD..Y, 11TH .Y, 1955, ..T 3.45 P.M.

Frcesent:
ILLGIUM H.E. ¥, P?.H, S2UXK kinister for Foreign
.. ffairs
H.E. M. L, SCHEYVEN Secretary-General,
Ministry of Foreign
Jffairs
H.B., M. ... de ST.BRCKE Permanent representative
- to N..TO Council
¥. CH.MFENOIS Counsellor, Belgian
fBmbassy, London
FRrR. NCE H.E, Y. ... PIN.Y Yiinister for Poreign
. LPfairs
H.E. M. R. M.SSIGLI Scecretary-General,
Ministry of Foreign
LIlfeirs

H.E, ¥, /... 2. .RODI ermanent repfesentative
. to N.TO Council

M. R, de M AGERIE Directeor of Political

ffairs
3, P. SEYDOUX Director of European
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DECLASSIFIED

W.EU. Ist MABCH 1989

I. SIGNING OF THE .GREEMENT ON THE ST..TUS OF WESTERN KUROPE:iN
URICH, N.TIONAY, REPRESENT. TIVES AND INTERN.TIONAL STLFE

The .igreement was signed by the Foreign linisters of the
seven member countries of Western European Union.

& preliminary statement made by M. BEYEN, on behalf of his
Government and the Belgian and Luxembourg Governments, is attached
tc this report as .Annex I. It defines the position of the three
Governments as to the degree of exemption from taxation and
customs duties which their nationals could claim under the
-.greement while on the territory of one of the Benelux countries.

Por his part, Signor M..GISTRTI read out a letter (..nnex II)
addressed to lMr, M.CMILL.N, in which Signor M. R?INO defined the
Italian Covernment's interpretation of the provisions of the
-.greement relating to imunity from legal process (..rticle l) and
to the privileges, immunities, exemptions and other facilities
(..rticle 12) in so far as they concerned Italian officials.

M. PIN.Y observed that he accepted the text of the ..greement,
subject to it being applied in accordance with the general
¥rinciples of internaticnal law concerning international officials.

ITI, -ULSTICNS ARISING PROM 'HE FR.NCO-GERK.N ..GREEMENT ON THE S.u.R
{Document No. L). -

The CH..IRK'I drew attention to the fact that before turning
tc the detailed consideration of the questions arising from the
Franco-German ..greement on the Saar (.nnex I of Document No. &)
and frem the Resolutions relating to it (innexes III and IV of that
Document), the Council should reach agreement on the decision of
vrinciple with respect to the responsibilities, powers and duties
wnich it would be required to assume under the Resolution in
annex II of Document No. L.

He stressed the fact that adopticn of this text by the
Council was no mere formality but markel an important step forward
tewards greater European co-operation. Indeed, for the first time,
& Council of Ministers composed of representatives of seven
'countiries assumred the responsibility of deciding, by a majority
vote, gquestions which had long been in dispute.

This unprecedented event, so far reaching in its effects,
encouraged a more promising outlook for the future,

i.fter an exchange of views the Resolution was adopted,
subject to the following reservations:

1. M. BEYEN and M. BECH stated that their delegations
approved the above Resolution, subject to the
obligation of submitting certain provisions of the
sagreement to the approval of their Parliaments.

2. ki, BECH stated that ..rticle 13 of the PFranco-
German Zgreement of 23rd October, 1954, did not
require the approval of the Council within the
meaning of the present Resolution and that
adoption of this Resolution in no way implied
acceptance of the transfer of the seat of the
E.C.S.C. from Luxembourg to Saarbrucken.

/Purthermore,....
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Furfhermore, M. SP..AK observed that the provisions
of the Pranco-German igreement concerning the Cormon Assembly
of the E.C.S.C.(see Article 3 (b), paragraph (2))entailed

:a modification of the Treaty setting up this Community,

and would require parliamentary ratification.

The Council then turned to the study of the two
cutstanding items in the Franco-German negotiations.

;. - Exercise of the right.to vote by persons expelled
from the Saar after 8th May, 1945, for political
reasons (irticle 5 of the draft Resolution of the
Council of Western European Union concerning the
implementation of the referendum).

,Lfter detailed discussion, the Council approved the
principle whereby expelled persons will be allowed to
exercise their right to vote, subject to the control
Commission being called on to give a ruling in cases where
the Saar Government objected to the application of this
principle,

The German compromise proposal (/nnex V, II, B) was
anended accordingly and inserted as .irticle 5 in the draft
Resolution on the implementation of the referendum.

B - Powers of the European Commissioner (irticle 5 of
the draft Resolution of the Council of ¥estern
European Union on the duties and powers of the
Conmissioner).

Aifter having studied the German and French proposals
on this problem the Council agreed on a compromise formula
which was inserted in .rticle 5 of the draft Resolution,

In formulating this text, the Council considered that
its purpose was not so much to confer vowers upon the
Commissioner but rather to protect the rights of the Council.
it was necessary to prevent juridical or other situations
arising, following a violation of the Statute, before the
Council had had an opportunity of giving a ruling.

In the course of this discussion, it was also
decided to modify ..rticle 1, so as to define more clearly
the functions of the Commissioner, with regard to the
protection of human rights and the fundamental freedoms.

The final text of the Council's Kesolutions are
attached as ..nnexes III, IV, and V of this report.

o
0 o

The CHATRM/N agreed to meet M. Hoffman in order to
inform him of the discussions held during the meeting and to
submit to him the agreed texts, It was decided that these
would only be published after this conversation had taken
place.

III' D‘,‘TE ® s 00
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IIT. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

It was provisionally decided that the Council would
next meet on 4th July, 1955. The Secretary-General was asked
to notify the Governments concerned of the arrangements for
the meeting in due course.

IV. OTHER BUSINISS

1. The question of the salaries of the Secretary-General,
.ssistant Sécretaries-General and Director of the ..rmaments
Control “oency having been raised by M. SP...X, it was decided
that the adting Chairman would submit proposals on this

1m2tter to the permeznent representatives,

2. With regard to the chairmanship of the Council, it

:was agreed,on the inietive of 'B. BREYEN, that the present system

would vremain in force for ministerial meetings, whereas the
Secretary-Generzl would preside at meetings of the Permanent
Council of Deputies in London.

3. it was cgreed, furthermore, that the question of
nominc.ting permanent representatives would be left to
Governments who would notify the Secretary-CGeneral when such
nominations were made,

V. PRESS COKMUNIZUES (ANYEX VI)

1. .. press cormmuniqué was approved &y the Cruncil, The
agreed text is given in .€nnex VI of this report.

2. /. second communiqué was issued on 12th MHay by the
Secretariat-Gencral following the conversaticn between Hr, Macnillan
wnd i, Hoffwann, The text of the cormunlc!m. is also given

in Annex VI,

3. The communiqué indicating the Saar Government's
acceptance of the proposals of the Council is also appended.
This corrmmniqué and the text of the Resolutions adopted by
the Council were published on Priday 13th M¥ay.
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INNEX T

DICL R,TION BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF BELGIUM,

LUXE: BOURG ~ND THE NETHERL.NDS

On the signing of the ..greement of to-day's date
regarding the Status of “jesturn furcpcon Unicn
National Representatives and International Staff, the
Flenipotentiaries of the Kingdem of Belgium, the Grand Duchy
of Luxcmbourg and the Kingdom of the Netherlands make the
rollowing Declaration:

The nationals of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg and the Kingdom of the Netherlands may
not avail themselves of the provisicns of the present
..greement to claim in the territory of one of these afore-
mentioned Powers any exemption which they do not enjoy in
their ovn territory with respect to dutiss, taxes and other
dues which have been or will be standardised by virtue of
convéntions vhich have been or will be concluded feor the
purposes of bringing about the Economic Union of Belgium,
Luxenbourg and the Netherlands.
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ANNEX 1T
(translation)
raris, 11 ¥ay 1955

¥r, Chairmean,

.t the time of signing the ..greement cn the Status
of Western European Union, Mational Representatives and
International Staff, I have the honour to inform you that,
according to the Italian Government's interpretation of
.rticle L}, Part 1I, the immunity from every form of legal
process provided for therein shall be granted to Western
European Union in so far as such immunity is granted to
foreign countries under intcrnational law.

In addition, according to the Itslian Government's
interpretation of ..rticle 12, rart IV, the privileges,
irmunities, exemptions and other facilities referred to
therein shall be granted to Italian officials subject to
the restricticns applicable, under international law, to
divlomats of Italian nationality.

I have the honour to be, Mr, Chairman,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) C. ¥.RTINO

His Excellency lir. Harold Macmillan,
Chairman of the Council of

Western Buropean Union,

E_RIS
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#NNEX 3371

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF WZSTERN EUROFE.N UNiON
on
THE AGREZMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDER.AL
REPUBLIC OF GERM.NY AHD THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
FRENCH REPUBLIC ON THE SAAR ST..TUTE

The Council takes note of the agrcement on the Saar
Statute concluded on the 23 October, 1954, by the Government
of the Federal Republic and the Government of the French Republic.
It aporoves such of the provisions of the agrecenent as
require its assent and assumes the responsibilities, powers and

duties attributed to it by the agreement.
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LNNEX IV

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF WRSTERN EUROPEAN UNION
on
THE DUTIES ,ND POWERS OF THE COMMISSIONER
REFERRED TO IN /RTICLE II OF THE LGREEMENT
ON THE SiiR ST.TUTE

1) The Commissioner, under the control of the Council ef
ilinisters of W.E.U., will be instructed to supervise the obser-
vance of the Statute, and in particular of article Vi. 1In
fulfilling this task, he will take account of the Convention
for the protection of Human nghts and Fundamental Preedoms
to which the Saar Government is a 81gnatory and of the two
following pr1n01p1es-

For thu duration of the Statute until tnc peace treaty,
the freedom of political opinion will be complete and guaranteed.
However, any political activity which might affect, directly or
indirectly, the principle itself of the Statute, in wther words,
interfere with its good functioning and the internal peace of
the Saar, will be excluded.

2) iny international treaty concluded by the Commissioner
on behalf of the Saar on the basis of the Statute must receive
the approval of the Saar Landtag,

3) The Commissioner will receive his instructions from
the Council of Western European Union.

L) The annual reports which should be submitted to the
Council by the European Commissioner will be transmitted by the
Council to the /ssembly of ¥.Z.U. In adéition, the Council may
request the Commissioner for further reports and the Cormissioner
may, on his own initistive, submit to the Council any report which
he considers useful.

5) If the Commissioner establishes a violation of the Saar
Statute, irrespective of its origin, he will report it to the
Council of W.E,U., If the violation can be ascribed to Saar
agencies, the Commissioner will, in the first place, petition
the Saar Government. If no account is taken of this petition,
the Commissioner will report the matter to the Council of W.E.U.,

v/
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which will take the appropricte decisions after a debate
during which the Szar Govcernment will be able to explain its
viewpoint verbally.

In urgent or scrious cases, the Saar Government shall
forthwith, at the request of the Cormissioner, suspend the
execution of the contested measures. The Commissioner will
simul tancously report the matter to the Council of W.E.,U.,
liinisters or permanent Representatives, with which the Saar
Government may lodge an appeal and which shall decide within
five days whether or not the suspension should be maintained,

Horeover, if, in the view of the Commissicner the
positive mecasures taken by the Saar authorities for the
implementction of the Statute are inadeguate, he will take
immnediate steps to remedy the situation. If he camot
obtain satisfaction, he will convene an immediate meeting
of the Council of ¥,E.U.

6) /ny individual, group or organisation of the Saar,
who considers that his fundamental rights and democratic
frecdom have been encroached upon by a decision of the
Conmissioner mey institute an action with the jurisdictional
court referred to in ..rticle XI of Protocol No. h of the
..gzrecement kKodifying and Completing the Brussels Treaty,
signed in Paris on 23rd Cctober, 1954.

23/30
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INNEX V.

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OE WESTERN EUROPZEAN UNION
on
THE IMPLEMENT/.TION OF THE RTCFERENDUM
REFERRED TO IN AZRTICLE I OF THE AGREEMENT
ON THE SAAR STATUTE

I - COMMISSION

Composition and rules of procedure.

Woicis 1

1 - 4 commission is to be set up consisting of representatives
of the Governments of Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg,the Netherlonds ond the
United Kingdom, responsible to the Council of Yiestern European
Union.

2 - The Commission will nominate its Chairman.

3 - Tne Commission's decisiorswill be taken by a majority vote.
In any division of votes the Chairman will have a casting vote.

Iy = The Commission will nominate delegates to whom certain
powers will be attributed for limited and renewable periods,
whenever it deems it necessary for the execution of its task.

In particular, it may entrust them with missions in the

different districts for the purpose of the referendum, and with
the supervision of meetings end voting operations. The delegates
must be nationals of the States whose Governments are represented
on the Cormission. )

The Commission will itself appoint the staff it requires.
The staff entrusted with technical work may be recruited on the spot.

LRTICLE 2 IMMUNITIES /AND PRIVILEGES

1 - The menbers of the Cormission will enjoy the immunities
and diplomatic privileges of duly accredited heads of mission,

2 - The delegates and foreign staff appointed by the Commission
will enjoy the immnities and privileges required for carrying out

eoe/ves
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their mission, and in particular:

a) immunity from Saar jurisdiction for all their acts during
the performance of their mission, including their verbal and
written statements. This immunity will continue even after
their mission has been ended;

b) exemption from all Saar taxation as regards their salaries
and remunerations;

¢c) exemption from immigration restrictions and registration
obligations, for themselves and for their wives and dependents;

d) duty-freec import of furniture and personal effects and
freedom to export at the end of their mission;

3 - The premises put at the disposal of the Commission shall
be inviolable.

ARTICLE 3 POWERS OF THE COMMISSION in its relations with the
Saar Government:

a) In carrying out its tasks, the Commission may submit
recormendations to the Saar Government.

) In urgent cases and by a unanimous decision, the Commission
may submit recommendations to the local authorities, while
notifying them at the same time to the Saar Government.

¢) The Saar Government will grent the Comnission full
facilities for the carrying out of its mission. It will
transmit to the Commission all documentation connected with
the referendum and will give all information requested.

d) The mecrbers of the Commission and their delegates will
have frce access to the polling centres. They will be
cntitled to participate in all the returning operations.
Members of the Commission & their delegates will have the
right to be present at the determination of the voting
results in the urban and regional districts and of the
final result of the referendum.

The Sear Government will place at the disposal of the Commission
the necessary offices, equipment and transport,

ARTICLE L POWERS OF THE COMMISSION in its reletions with the
Federal Government and the French Government.

a) The Comission may draw the attention of the Federal
Government end of the French Government to occurrences
which, in its opinion, do not correspond to Article VI,
sub-paragraph 3, of the igreement.

b) Should the Commission not receive a satisfactory reply
from the Federal or French Governments, it may submit the
matter to the Council of W.E.U,

-oo/---
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II - PRINCIPLES OF THE REFERENDUM

~RTICLE 5 RIGHT TO VGTE

I. Persons entitled to participate in the referendum include
all men and women who will be twenty years of age on the voting
day and who:

a) are considered to be Saar nationals by virtue of
Saar law, or,

b) who were born in the Saar and were domiciled or permanent—~
1y resident in the Saar on 23rd October, 1954, or,

¢) if they were not born in the Saar, were domiciled or
permenently resident in the Szar for at least 5 years
on 23rd October, 1954,

Persons expelled from the Saar after 8th iay, 19L5 for
political reasons will be qualified to exercise the right to vote.

Nevertheless, if in particular cases the Saar Government raises
objections to participation in the referendum, these cases may be
referred to the Control Commission, whose decision will be final.
IT. Will not be entitled to participate in the vote:

a) officials of diplomatic and consular staffs in the Saar
and their families;

b) members of the armed forces and their families;

¢) members of the police forces, of the gendarmerie, and
customs of'ficials and their families.

This restrictive measure will only spply to persons of Group
II (c) if they do not come within category I (a).
RTICLE 6
¥ill be deprived of their right to vote:

a) versons receiving treatment in an asylum or nursing home
for mental or feeble-minded cases;

b) common law prisoners.

~RTICLE 7 Persons having the right to vote must answer the question
by yes or no,

ARTICLE 8 FREEDOM 4ND EQUALITY OF THE VOTING

The referendum will be general, equal, secret and free,

&) The freedom of political activity and the secrecy of the
vote must be ensured.

b) The rules of procedure of the referendum will include
provisions required to ensure,pgquality of rights and
facilities for all political partics in the press,

-o-/-n.
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radio, television, meetings and, generally speaking, in

- all means of diffusion of information. Electoral leaflets
and posters must be printed in the Saar. Should this
equality not be respectcd for the printing of posters and
leaflets, the Saar Government should have the necessary
authority to take appropriate measures such as rationing of
printing of »osters and 1lsaflets, to ensure an equitable
distribution to all the parties.

The Commission may inform the Council of W.E.U. of all
occurrences vhich, in its opinion, would not conform to the
principle of equal treatment of all parties.

c) No prejudice will attach to any person as a result of

his attitude in the ihree months preceding the referendum
and during thc referendun itself.

ARTICLE 9 ELECTOR.AL DISTRICTS /AND VOTING COMMISSIONS

Sach borough constitutes one or scveral electoral districts, The
burgomaster will be the head of the district, (should there be
several districts the burgomaster will appoint as many heads of
electoral operations (sbstinmungsleiter) as may be required).

The electoral districts of each circle will be grouped in
one electorel district made up of sub-districts, The heads of
these districts will be the Landrite.

The Saar Government will appoint the Director General of the
referendum operations.

An electoral Committee will be set up in 1l districts at
each electoral level, and for the Land as a whole., It will be
prresided over by the Head of the electoral operations to whom each
party represented in the territory concerned will appoint at
least one assessor, In any event, there must be equal representa-
tion of the parties in favour of thc Statute and of the other parties.

WRTICLE 10 ELECTOR.L LISTS

a) The electoral lists will be drawn up in each borough, and
will be made available to the public for a fortnight, not
later than thirty days before the date of the referendum.

b) Any person having the right to vote or claiming such a
right will be entitled to appeal to the electoral committee
of the borough if he considers that the lists are inaccurate
or incomplete.

c) Lppealis against the decisions of the electoral committee
off the borough may be lodged with the Commission. The
Commission may delegate its power of decision to a Committee
consisting of a member of the Commission end two Saar judges,
appointed by the Conmission on the proposal of the Saar
Government., )

VAT
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ARTICLE 11 INFRINGEMENTS

fny complaints relating to infringements during the preparation
of the referendum and the refcrendum itself may be submitted to the
Commission no later than eight days after the date of the referendum.

ARTICLE 12 IRAWING UP OF THE LEGISLATION

On the basis of the principles laid down by this resolution,
the Saar Government will draw up the legislative measures relating
to the orgenisation of the referendum and will promulgate such
legislation, after the Control Commission has ascertained its
conformity with the above-mentioned principles.

ARTICLE 13 DATE OF THE REFERENDUM

The Council of W,E.U. will ascertain, on the basis of the
report of the Commission, whether and when the three-months period
provided for in Article X of the .igreement has begun.

The Saar Government will then fix the date of the referendunm.

ARTICLE 14 CONTROL BY THE COMMISSION

bDuring the preparatory period of the referendum and during
the referendum itself, the Commission will ensure the observance
of the principles adopted for the referendum.

«RTICLE 15 DETERMIN.\TION OF THE RESULT

ATter the rcturning opcrations, the Commission will examine
the provisional results which shall be announced by the Saar
Government. Two weeks after thc close of the referendum, the
Commission will submit to the Council of ®.E.U. & rcport on the
provisional results and the conditions in which the referendum
took place, and on thc possible infringements which may have
occurred during the prcparation of the refercndum and the
refercndum itself.

The Council of W.E.U. will then finnlly decide whether the
Saar population has approved the Statute.

DECLASSIFIED
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AHNNEX VI

COLLUNIGQUES

11th ¥ay 1955

The Council of Linisters of VWestern European Union held

their second meetinzy this afternoon at the Quai d4'Orssy at 3.45 p.m.

In tiie course of this meeting, tne Foreign Ministers of the
seven signatory countries pursued the discussion held at their
inaugural mecting of Saturday, 7th May, on the structure and tasks

of the new Organisation.

They studied in pearticular the problems rzised by the
Franco-Germen Sazar Agreement of 23rd October, 1954, and affirmed
the intention c¢f their seven couniries to gront the Sasr 2

Buropean Statute in the framework of W.E.U.

In zcceordance with the provisions of the Franco-German
Lzreement of 23rd Cctober, 1954, on the Szar Statute, the French
~nd Germen Covernments have officially notified the Council of

v

Western Eurorean Union of tiie provisions of this Agreement. The
Council aprroved those provisions of the Agreement reguiring its
cssent and assumed t.e respoasibilities, powers and duties

zttributed to it by the Lgreement.

Purthermore, the Ministers signed the Convention on the
Status of W.E.U., its nationcl representatives and international
steff, the text of which h2d been approved during the first

meeting.
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12th May 1955

..t the request of the Ministers of the Council
of Western European Unicn, }r, Harold Macmillan, Foreign
Secretary, President of the first sessicn of the Council,
today informed the Head of the Saar Government of the result
of the discussions held by the Council of Western European
Union at its meeting on Viednesday, 11 Mcy, on the implemen-
tation of the - grecment of 23 October 1954 relating to the
Eurcpean Statute of the Sasar,

In the course of this conversation, which was of
a very cordial nature, L, Hoffman studied the texts
elaborated during the meeting and agreed to refer them to

the Saar Government,

13th May 1955

..Iter having consulted the members of his Cabinet,
L. Hoffman, Prime Minister of the Saar, announced his
Govcrnment's acceptance of the texts elsborated on Wednesday,
11 May, in the course of the meeting of the Council of
MHinisters of Western European Union on the implementation of
the /.greement of 23 October 1954 relating to the Saar
Statute,
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