Brief by the British Foreign Office on the Agreement implementing Article
5 of Protocol IT on the forces of WEU (23 February 1957)

Caption: On 23 February 1957, in preparation for the forthcoming Western European Union (WEU)
Ministerial Meeting, due to be held on 26—27 February in London, the British Foreign Office prepares a brief
for the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Selwyn Lloyd, on the Agreement implementing Article 5 of
Protocol IT on the forces of WEU. The note gives a background analysis on the agreement and its negotiation
phase. The crucial part of the agreement is Article IV, which states that the WEU Council will accept the
figures on levels of forces provided to it by the North Atlantic Council. The analysis concludes that the
Secretary of State should sign the agreement.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU): Western European Union - WEU
(WUW). WEU ministerial meetings. 01/01/1957-31/12/1957, FO 371/131147 (Former Reference Dep: File
1078 (pp 24 to end)).
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mentioned in the Agreement, but it was decided early i
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under NATO Command. Hven then there is no mentio
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2 CONFIDENTIAL

L The NATO Council has already been asked officlally to
conf'irm that they are willing and eble to provide the

information required.

5. In short this 18 not a very effective Agreement, but it
18 probably the beat text on which we can all agree and the
Director of the Armaments Control Agency, who will have to
work the Agreement, takes the view that in the circumsta
a poor Agreement ia better than no Agreement.

6. The definition of police forces in the rela#é
was not included Iin the text of the Agreem@qtl
4 absence of agreement on the definition of %
| of forces some Delegations thought it
; Recommends tion

l:: 7. It is recommended that the

the Agreement.
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