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Brief by the Foreign Office on disarmament issues (23 February 1957)
 

Caption: On 23 February 1957, in preparation for the forthcoming Western European Union (WEU)
Ministerial Meeting, due to be held on 26–27 February in London, the Foreign Office prepares a list of briefs
for the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Selwyn Lloyd. The note indicates that there should be
substantive discussion on Item III (Disarmament) and describes the main topics that will be on the order of
business. The focus is on the negotiations held in the United Nations Disarmament Sub-Committee and the
position that the United Kingdom should adopt.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU): Western European Union - WEU
(WUW). WEU ministerial meetings. 01/01/1957-31/12/1957, FO 371/131147 (Former Reference Dep: File
1078 (pp 24 to end)).
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SECRET -

1, ._ .. ,11\ 
"'" - 12. I S A _R__J,I A t! E N T 

Report to \1estern Euronean Union Council 

A ehort 1mglo- "rench paper descr1bin; the latest posi t1on 

in the Disarmament discuosions has been circulated to the ｃｯｵｮ｣ｾｬ＠

(copy attached) . The Fr()nch have int'ormed us that they \1ould 

prefer the ｓ･｣ｾ｣ｴ｡ｲＺｲ＠ of ｾｴｮｴ･＠ to introduce the paper. They would 

then support h1m. 

2. United dtates Proposalq 

The paper talces a oympathc.tic vie\/ oi' the latest Unit ed 

States propost ls . i1c are not able to o into detail , however , 

oecause 

(i) President ｾｩｳ･ｮｨｯＱＱ･ｲ＠ has not yet approved the 

compromise formula about the date for stooping 

nuclear production , on which our own support 

depc::nds; and 

(ii) we hi:.ve consequently not yet discussed the 

American pronosals with the French and Canadians. 

The ｾＢｔ･ｮ｣ｨ＠ asked us to water down our r eferences 

to these proposals and to tactics i n t he 

Sub-Conunittee for this reason. 

3. European Reductions . 

As r egards the Sov et proposals f or r educing forcee 

Europe it \7111 be noted that th paper s t a tes in pe&&ffl.Pll 

that this is not an appropriate 

Disarrr.m.1ent SUb-Col'lllli ttee . llley are really secur1t 

and as such vrill doubtle a be 

Party on Ger:nan Reunification and European Securt.t 

4. Nuclear Test Explosions . 

As r egards nuclear test explosions, 119 ｾ•＠

r eviewing our 01m poai tion and are then due to 

d1scuscions vdth the United St a t es Government. 

circumstances the leas that is sai d about future 
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We can, 11owever, probably undertake to su'!;>port the 

Canadian-l\or\·1egian-Japanese proposal for advance 

registration of' tests which has been referred by the 

General Assembly to the Sub- Corranittee f or study. 

5, Conclusion • 

The Council might be i nvited to give general 

support to the l ine the Western Powers intend t o take 

in the Suo - Comnittee as described in the Anglo- French 

paper. There is not much more that the Council can 

usefully do at present, 

• 

• 

• 
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