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Note from Lord Hood on the reduction of British forces (London, 14
February 1957)
 

Caption: On 14 February 1957, in anticipation of the forthcoming Western European Union (WEU)
Ministerial Meeting, on 26–27 February in London, Lord Hood, British delegate to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), forwards a note to the Western Department of the Foreign Office, on the statement he
made to the WEU Council concerning the reduction of British forces. The discussion with the different
delegates focused on whether or not representatives from NATO should be invited to the next WEU
Ministerial Meeting to examine British force reductions.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office: Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU): Western European Union -WEU
(WUW). WEU ministerial meetings. 01/01/1957-31/12/1957, FO 371/131146 (Former Reference Dep: File
1078).
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W. E. U. MINISTERIAL MEETING 

At the meeting of the Permanent Counci l thi s 
morning when I made the statement about the reduction 
of Briti sh forces , it was agreed that the Secr e t ary­
General should send a message to Lord I smay expressing 
the hope of the Council that the views of SACEUR on t he 
British plan would be available in good time bef ore 
the Minister s met. 

The Belgian and Dutch Representatives also 
proposed that s representative of SACEUR should be 
present at the Ministerial meet ing in order to answer 
questions and provide clarification of SACEUR' s written 
views . The French Ambassador thought this a good i dea 
and t he other Representatives appeared also to favour it. 
I said I thought it might be better to wait and see what 
SACEUR actually said; but as his paper may not be 
available until shortly before the meeting the Be l gian 
and Dutch Representatives a r e pressing that we should 
ask Lord Ismay to suggest to Gener al Norstad that , if 
he or the N. A.T. o. military authorit ies t hi nk it would 
be useful , a representative of SHAPE should attend the 
Ministerial meeting in order to answer questions or 
amplify SACEUR ' s views. 

The presence of a SHAPE representative may prove 
embarrassing to us if SACEUR r eacts badl y to our plan. 
But, on the whole, I thi nk we should acquiese in t he 
Belgian/Dutch proposal, both because it is difficult to 
object t o it and because the ab sence of a SHAPE 
repr esentative a t the Ministerial meeting might be used as 
a pretext for deferring the decision on our proposals 
on the grounds t hat the ｾ･ ｴｩ ｮｧ＠ had not all the necessary 
infor mation before i t . 

I propose , t herefore , to let the suggestion go 
f orwa.r d to Lord Ismay. 

J :.. F l{tr M.it,. .. 
(Hood) 

February J.4. 1957 
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