
1/3

Note by the Foreign Office on the expansion of Soviet activity in the
Mediterranean (December 1968)
 

Caption: From November to December 1968, in the British House of Commons, MPs raise the question of
the expansion of Soviet activity in the Mediterranean. The Foreign Office prepares a series of notes on the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) response to Soviet penetration in the region and highlights the
United Kingdom’s position on this issue. This note recalls the communiqué issued after the NATO Ministerial
Meeting in Reykjavik in June 1968, which stated that the ministers had given instructions for the study of
measures to safeguard the security interests of NATO members in the area and to improve the effectiveness of
allied forces there.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). Defence. Attitudes to Soviet penetration in
Mediterranean. 01/01/1968-31/12/1969, FCO 41/535 (Former Reference Dep: WDU 11/10).
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PREVIOUS 
REFERENCES 

4 December, 1968: 

14 November, 1968: 

18 November, lq68: 

i'lr . Dodds-Parker (Hansard Col . 488) . 

Mr. Lyon c-.ansard Cols. 146 - '1). 

i'lr . Allaun and others (Hansard Cols. 857 -

864). 

NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES 

1 • Work in NATO on the r-:edi terranean 

NATO has for some time been concerned at the expansion of 

Soviet activity in the l'lediterranean and is reviewing possible 

courses of action. In the communique issued after the 

ｾｩｮ ｩｳｴ･ｲｩ｡ｬ＠ meeting in Reykjavik in June, it was stated that 

:·ij nisters had given instructions for the study of measures to 

safeguard the security interests of NATO members in the area 

and to improve the effectiveness of allied forces there . 

\'1ork has been going for·.-1ard and is still in train. 

2 . :·1ari time Air Forces, I·ledi terranean (f'i.11.R..\IItl·l.lD) 

One action taken by NAl'O in the light of the increased 

Soviet naval presence in the Mediterranean has been to improve 

the effectiveness and coordination of allied surveillance 

activities there . To this end a new headquarters organisation , 

:1ARAIRIA...:::D, ｾＱ｡ｳ＠ activated in Na:i. les on 21 November . 

3. The effect of the Czech crisis 

ｾｬＧａｔｏ＠ ｲｾｩｮｩｳｴ･ｲｳ＠ met in Brussels last month to consider the 

implications of the ｾｺ･｣ｨ＠ crisis for NATO . They noted that the 

uncertainties r esulti ng from the Soviet action extend to the 
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• 

:·:ed.i te::-::-anean ｢｡ｳｾ＠ n a!:.d. cll-ew at-:e!l-:ion !:C --:he r.eed for con-:inued 

-.-; -; , ｾＢ｣･＠
ｷＭＭ｢ＭＭｾ＠ • 

ｾ Ｎ＠ Soviet ＺＺＭ･ｾＺＺＭ･ｳ･ｮｾ｡ｴｩｯ｟ｳ＠ ｡｢ｯｾＭ［［＠ ＺｾＺｩ｣＠ su::-7eilla.nce 

Ｍｾ＠ s ｾｾ＠ ｾｾ･｡＠ o.,. 1 eg' -; ＢＧＢ｡ｾ･＠ ; r.-e.,.. .. s- -o ·· r.n 
Cio.L... g.__ ..... -- - .., ...,. ... --..... - .... '* "' t'f..::s. '.i:v • T'ne Russians ｣｡ﾷＮｾ･＠

Ｍ［［ｨ･ＺＺｳ･ｬｾ･ｳ＠ beer. connucting s1:::-veilla.!1ce o:pe::-a1;:?.0ns in the 

ＡＧｾ･ｃＮｩＭＺ･ＺＺＭＺＺＭ｡ｮ･｡ｮ＠ for a ＺＺＺＮｾＺＺｩ･ＺＺＭ of yea::-s . 

l.. El•::-ot>ea.:: . aval ?orce ｾﾷＱﾷ＠ _....,, ｾ＠ Y'J 'T' ""' 
.. "-- - ... .:.v 

We · :a--:t --:o see the Eu.:-o:pea.r. ::?e::.bers o:: N.-;.TO ｾ＠ nc2..uding this 
• 

-;;o Ｍ［［ｾｩｳ＠ e:::.d a::-e ＭＭＺ］［ｹｾＭＮｧ＠ to ･ｳｴ｡｢ｬｩｳｾ＠ an identity of 'il'ie4 s a::i.ong 

Ｍｾ･ﾭ "'- - · :=--ne !'o::-::. ·which Ｍ［［ｾｾ＠ s can. take is of ｣ｯｮｾｳ･＠ !'or discussion 

ar:or:g the ｣ｯｵｮｾＺＺＭｩ･ｳ＠ conce::-ned . 

6 . • ... ｾｯＢｏ･｡ｮ＠ ｾＮ｡ﾷＺ｡ＲＮ＠ ::'o::-ce Ol...tside :i.:.TO 

C'.1::- ... e!'er.ce e!'.!'orts are concen:t;ra ted. :?.n . TJ.::o and •·e should 

not want to di·ride sro.zpings 

C,.•T:s.; "'e ' -
-- -- - u • 

• 

ｳｾｧ＠ est -na-1.. ..... v tbe French ｾｯｵｬ､＠ be pre-

pc.::::-ed -;;o contr-ibu1;e 1;0 ｾ＠ integra-:ed .. uropean naval :'o::-ce . 


