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Letter from Arthur Michael Palliser to John Percival Waterfield on the
question of a French return to WEU (Paris, 25 March 1970)
 

Caption: On 25 March 1970, Arthur Michael Palliser, a Minister at the British Embassy in Paris, sends a
letter to John Percival Waterfield, Head of Western Organisations Department at the British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, in which he gives details about a conversation he had with Philippe Cuvillier, the
Assistant Private Secretary of French Foreign Minister Maurice Schumann, on Western European Union
(WEU) and a formula that would enable France to return to the organisation.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). Attitude of France to WEU. 01/01/1970-
31/12/1970, FCO 41/720 (Former Reference Dep: WDU 5/2 PART A).
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l. 4 Ai' 1970 

. E. t. 

25 >larcl , l 'f'iv . 

' 

As you will have seen fron the Ambasra<lor's tele,"Tam o . 3 o 

25 ｾＮ｡ｲ｣ｨ Ｌ＠ lie had a brief ｣ｸ｣ｨｮｮｾ･＠ yesterday ｾｩｴｨ＠ >. Schumann ut ••• 

I should perhaps isu· plc1 ent this by rerortin .. that Cuvillier, , • fc .a·,n ' c: 

Assistant I ri vatc Secr<'tary told me on t!1e eveninr of 23 } arch tl•at h<' and 

1avignon had ｷｯｲｾ＠ ed tor:cthe1· on 2.C Harch on a 2·cv ised text of a formula to 

enable I•rencl return to 1 . E,l . - l"e hoped this ,,·ould prove satii:;factory . 

(• e f".Uve no details : hut the for'llula 1>aH prcsumn'il y the one rcfcrre to in 

1russcl. ｴ｣ Ｑ ｣ｧｲ｡ｾ＠ •o . 147) • 

..., • Cuvi 11 i <'r sn id tl at wl•i le it 1ras important to find a s.,tisfnctory ｦｯｾｵｬｮ＠

for • rer•ch re 1rn , the r rcnch wcre also concern•·d that there ,;houl1l he no 

rJisundersta11c"i11 , in the e\·rnt of their return, about the need for agreencnt 

over tl e agcno&. for future t iniF"tc-r1al t cetings . 1'hc-v had noted tl at both 

in tl e I er11nnent i<epre. cntativcs' and in t'•e > inisterial Council there had 

been < iscvlS&ion of a 1..-idc ranrc- of topics durinf" the perioc' of rrnncc ' s 

absence. In nrinciplc (1>rovidcc1 it Has a 1;rcccl that tonics relating to 

:.. w• '- • enl, rr:e•.ent shoul c1 not be d i scussed, which 11ns the purpose of the 

formula) i"rance 1id not exclude a nriori any potential subject for discussion. 

out equally it 'llU ·t be open to lerrnanent .. eprcscntntives to consult their 

GovernoC'nts before ｡ｾｲ･･ｩｮｲ［＠ tint any particular topics should be discussed. 

bhen I askctl him for examples of such tepics, Cuvillier refer"cd to the recent 

!·,iraP;e r!eal with Libya . It would, he said, hnve been hir..J1ly e1nharrac:1;in,... if 

!'ranee hntl hec1 attending ... t . meetings ant if nn attempt hail Leen rnaJc to 

clisctss tl1is subject in • ,.L . Anot: er cxanplc \las th.1t of the 1 ifficult and 

1 elic,.te ､ｩｆＮ｣ｵｳｾｩｯｮｩＺ［＠ on t 1t · iu<llv East wl.ich 11ere taking place <it pr<>sent in 

t.1c ,·our Power forur 11 \cw \ork . It 1·as not clc. r that pror;rc: ｾ＠ in t' ese 

oiccussions t'ould be an appro11riatc subJect for consideration in . .. . l . 

3 . I said that, ,;neakinr: ncrf;onally, I hoped tl at ｡ｮｾﾷ＠ '.'rench rl.'t11r11 to • ..• l . 

"'ould not be ch;iractcri eel 1.v an ｡ｰｰ｡ｲ･ｮｴＡｾﾷ＠ much more restrict i vc and nc1·-at i V<' 

approach to the topics for t:i1;c111:i:;ion than that of !•'ranee 's other partners. ,\n 

unfortunate psycholo!"icnl irnpr1•fision Hould be cr<>nted if the French appc:ir<>d to 

he rct• ｲｮｩｮｾ＠ <Jnly in order to a1iply the braLe . <.:uvillier profct;f>ed fully to 
t:i!re this point and rcpcatc<I that there ua" no Frc>nch dci;ire in principle to 

inhil it discui:;sions in 1 •• L, l . : but equally it 1ould be difficult forth<> French 

Governr cnt ( nncl ｳｵｲ･ｬｾﾷ＠ for other Govcrnr.:ents too) if their pnrtn<>rs took th<> 

linf" that nny particul ar i;uhj<>ct ruust be 1•isc11s>'e1' 11eRpite rcfiCr\·ntions about 

it tl at ni "11t be held by one or otht'r member of . .. . L • 

• J . J• . I ntf"r ficl<I , Lsq ., 

11cstcrn t.rgnnisat ions r>epartMent, 
Foreign and Commonwealth I ff ice. 
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