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Telegram from the Foreign Office to the British Embassy in Paris on the
Suez Crisis (28 August 1956)
 

Caption: On 28 August 1956, the Foreign Office in London sends a telegram to the British Embassy in Paris
in which it recommends that, when speaking to French Foreign Minister Christian Pineau, British diplomats
should inform him of the advantage of also holding discussions on the Suez issue in the Western European
Union (WEU) Permanent Council. The Foreign Office considers the WEU forum to be a more intimate setting
that would allow for franker speaking.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. AFRICA (J): Egypt (JE). Suez dispute: referral to UN Security Council;
action by international bodies. 09/08/1956-04/09/1956, FO 371/119174.
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Sttre1. JCNB 
Dl'll<IUWC J't!NI{ 

ｾ＠

XlJ<»X 

Anti tu: 

l?epeat to /.? 1 J._ 3 

V/ashi"6on 
(Immedia e) 

Sav ng 
UKDEL P 

/Jistrib11 

ｾ ｓＧｦｬ＠
F. O. Se •»•i 4• 

& Whitehall ie'c. 

(, OfJICS to .' -

7 
r: B 

28 AUG i9ss 
s 

To Dt.pr. 
• 

..... ·••·•·•·· 

wl'h pr'°rlty 
without 

(/Jatei lt... .. 7 ＮＲｾ＠
/Jespatclied ｉ ｾ＠ ､ｾ＠

[
S,·c11rity classijic.1t1011] 

tf ""Y 
l Cotleu ord -if a11y: 

Addressed to PARIS 

telegra111 ,\" o. 

SECRET 

-
.(date) 

,,,pcatcd for 111for1nat1011 to Vfashington ｾ ｽ｜＠
.. \I 

Saving to UKDEL Paris and other NATO poets ,.. 

My immediately preceding telegram: Suez. 

S"""'/"' x•t••••xtmt•xm ｾ＠ speaking to M. Pineau 

please inform him that I think there will be 

in a similar discussion 

•.E. u. Permanent Council. 
'"' , ... 1>1oc .. -,.., 

a very sound line on I 

.1 • .:.. u. meeting T1ould 

support , especially 

U. N. ::>ecurity 

, 
Council , but also at the proposed •lorth Atlantic 

Council meeting. 

more intimate and 

Moreover , the ,, , ... u • ..t'orum is 
• 

viould allow for f ranker speaking. 

I should be glad of M. Pineau ' s views on this. 
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SECRET 

FROJ.i FOREIGN OFF'ICE TO PARIS 

Cypher/0'11? & by bag FOREIGN OFFI CE AlID 

WI-lITEHALL DISTRIBJTIOU 

No . JJi.25 
August 28 , 1956 D: 12.40 p . m. August 28 , 1956 

Repeated f or information to \'Tashington [ I1:11:1ediate] 

And Saving to: 

UKDol Paris Mo. 794. 
Ankara No. 766 
Athens No . 188 

Brussels tro. 4,72 

Copenhagen No. 403 

The Hague No . 556 
Lisbon No. U.6 

IltillEDIATE 

SECRET 

Luxembourg No. 117 

Oslo Mo. 239 

Rone No. 1,.88 

Ottawa 

Bonn No . 591· 
Reykjavik No. 81.. 

Addressed to Paris telegram No. 1495 of Augus·l; 28. 

Repeated for information to \'Tashington 

and Saving to UKDel Paris and all other N. A. T.O. 

posts . 

My illltlediately preceding telegram: Suez. 

\'Then speaking to l.i. Pi neau pl ease inform him that I 

think there wil l be consi derabl e aclTa ntage i n a s i milru:· 

discussion beforehand in the tr.:ri.u. Pemanent Council. 

M. Spo.ak personally t akes a Tery sound lille on tho 

i mplications of the Suez i ssue. The nore i ntimate W. E.U. 

mooting would enable us t o mobilise his support , especially 

i f there i s a 11.oeti ng of t he United Nations Security 

Cou'lCi l , and also at the pr oposed North Atlantic Council 

neeting. Moreover, the \7. E.U. foru11 is m.ore intimate and 

:"ould allgvr for franker speaking. I should be glad of 

11. Pineau' s views on this. 


