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Draft note on the British Government's view on the proposed armaments
pool (London, 26 September 1955)
 

Caption: On 26 September 1955, Francis John Stephens, Higher Executive Officer at the British Ministry of
Defence, sends a note to John Wyndham, Private Secretary at the Foreign Office, in order to brief the
delegation working on the French proposals for the creation of a European armaments pool. The British
consider the French proposal too restrictive, also stating that the remaining Western European Union (WEU)
members are unlikely to support a proposal that does not include the United Kingdom, whereas the French
had assumed that the United Kingdom would not participate given its reluctance to join a supranational
authority. The British Government therefore proposes a more flexible organisation, which leads to a
recommendation from the WEU working group to set up a Standing Armaments Committee.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office: Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU). Western European Union (WEU):
HMG policy. 01/01/1955-31/12/1955, FO 371/118595 (Former Reference Dep: File 10793).
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SeJtember 29 , 1955. 

\Ja have considered tl1e note 
encl osed wi th your letter of Sept ember 
26 about a European Armaments Pool . 
｜ｾ･＠ 11ave no comments, and agree tllat it 
coul d be gi ven to the D 1 gation for 
their com1.dential guidance. 

F. J . St,ephens . &sq. 


