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Letter from Leslie Fielding to the UK delegation to NATO on inspections
done by the Agency for the Control of Armaments (ACA): German
submarines (24 January 1963)
 

Caption: On 24 January 1963, Leslie Fielding, a British diplomat in the Western Organisations Department
of the Foreign Office, sends a letter to W. M. Mumford, a member of the United Kingdom delegation to North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in Paris, in which he recalls the importance of pressing for amendments
to be made to the figures for submarine tonnage presented by the Federal Republic of Germany to the Agency
for the Control of Armaments (ACA). The letter raises the question of the procedural responsibility between
the Western European Union (WEU) Council in London and the North Atlantic Council in Paris regarding
amendments. The Foreign Office suggests a procedure whereby an amendment can be made within the WEU
Council without the need to remit the question again to NATO in Paris. After outlining this procedure, the
Foreign Office notes that the UK representative will confirm and support the French Ambassador’s remarks at
the next WEU Council meeting. This procedure is still subject to the personal approval of Geoffroy Chodron
de Courcel, the French Ambassador to the United Kingdom.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS & PLANNING (WP): Western European
Union (WUW). Meeting of WEU Ministers at The Hague: Armed forces controlled by WEU: UK contribution
to European forces; FRG forces. 01/01/1963-31/12/1963, FO 371/173486 (Former Reference Dep: File 1192
(pp 1 to 20)).
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Sc6c1. 
Confidential. 

ｒ ｾ ､Ｎ＠

ｾ ｮＮ＠

L. F. 

24/1 / 6 

Draft. Letter 

To :-

VI. 1
• "wnford , 

Paris • 

Frorn: -

L. Fl.lding 

cc :-

C.T . iicDonnell , 
Miniotry of 
Defence . 

·--- -

---

wv ft Cf 2 .r 

ln<crt Telephone No. & E.'t. 
\\hen appropriate. 

Pleas" ｲｾｦ･ｲ＠ to yon· letter 21..21..1 of 

·-. December 20 about the meeting held Ｑ･ ｦｦｾ＠ ·e8r by 

the WEil Rej;r sentati ves at ｾａＧｲｯ＠ to conslder the 

force levels specified in Protocol lo . II of the 

revioed Brussels Treaty , in accordance ｷｩｴｾ＠ hD 

procedure in C (56) 164 , ap rov d by the ﾷﾷﾷＮｾＮﾷﾷＮ＠

Counc 11 of "iristers on Septembtlr 15, 1 956 

(CR ( 56) 26) . 

2 . Yoi; will recall that ｷｾ＠ ｡ｧｲｾＬＮ＠ l in !)ecn!l'ber 
6"' 

that you should not pressL:._hP ｡ｭｾｮ､ｭ･ｮｴ＠ to the 

figures ｲ ｾ ﾷ ｳｵ｢ｭ｡ｲｩｮ･＠ tonnage in the 1958 tables 

(paragraph 3 of EY letter to you of '"oxei:ber 29 , 
!w<-.. .....-.;.. ｾ ｾ ＮｉＢＢＢＧｾ＠ s... 

WUW 1192/18 G) if the FrP.nch e&e Pt1 tmke the 

· ｾＢＢＺｲＺ＿Ｍ Jr"'s· th t · i h l:nilr•alll • a r.-e . ince en , ne pos1 t on as some-

what chan·ed . The Secretariat in London. 

apparently on the insistence of the Director of 

the Armaments Control Agency, take the view that . 

legally ｳｰ･｡ｫｩｾ Ｌ＠ amendment of the table is now 

mandatory. ｾﾷｨ･＠ cosmic tables communicated to 

the Secretary-General bJ ｾ･ｮ･ｲ｡ｬ＠ Lecomte 

(see c (63) 4 of January 15 ) 1•ecord the fact 

that the ｆｾｵ･ｲ｡ｬ＠ Republi c has earmcrked four 

coastal submari nes to NATO in 1962 . ¥ ou1 il:e 't"-1' 

I A 
:;H1l!90. e:f JanuaP(V Ｒｾ＠ eeB£.i-i•m2 ｦｩｬｬＧ ｾ ＮＨＮ ｇｾｵｃＡＧｬ＾ｬ＠

ｌｯｾ｢ｯｲ､ ｊ＠ has ＿ ｽ Ｎ ｾ ｯｳ ､ＩＧ＠ report"' i[ "" th .; •cr 0 tal"y

Generai!'."'that these ｶｾｳｾｅＧｬｓ＠ displac<? a tornage 
ｾ＠

in e xccss of t:llV'!'!• • 2 ｾ Ｌ＠ T' , • ._ 3 5"U t"t""-" 
• 

Frey , the ·,· •• B. I' . Lega1 .. 1viser, hPld a 

meeting with ?'ani '>re of the f.'1•cnch ｾｭ｢｡ｳｳｹ＠ ar.d 

ｲｲｹｳｾｊｲ＠ to discuss this problem ye terday. 

ＯｴＱ｡ｮｩｾＱﾷＬＮＬ＠
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l ani """' fcl t that in the• circumstances his 

authori ｴｩｾｳ＠ \\e1•e ·1rong to have ､ｩｳｭｩｳｳｾ､＠ thA need 

n • or ｡Ｇｬｬ･ｮｵｭ･ｾｴ＠ a:o ,. ••=4>e 1 · , · ii '/" therefo e , .. T .i. .... ｾ ｴｴ｡ｬＺ｣｡ｴＺｳｲ Ｎ＠

｡ﾷｲ･ｾ､＠ on the following procedur.,, , which should 

serve • ') put ns t tP.rs ,. ii<ht without the nf'ed to 

ｲ･ｭｾｴ＠ the question again ｾｯ＠ Paris . At the rext 

Council ｭｾ＠ ting. when the ext of the seven 

ｒ･ｰｲ･ｳｾｮｴ｡＠ ti ves ' report will con"' •10 "or con

side 1·:.. ti on ( i.e. the ｡ｲＮｮｾｸ＠ • o r . Tom::. nsori ' s 

dispatch No . )" > of December 20), 'le S •c1· •ti:ry -

3enr-ral will spAak on thA lines of the Tlotc \. ., 
attach"'d. The P1·erch Ambassador .;_ ll then ｡ｾｦＱｲｭ＠. ' -,_..., ... .....,t .,.._ 

that, -i a,: Crrli'j ｬｾｴＮ＠ eC- the r •cent r l'ier.nial 

ｾ ｶｩ･ｷＬ＠ the o"'r'1lar s nod have coestal ..,ubm..irines 
\, 

untier NATO of ;n..ire thi:.n 350 tor s, recommend chat 
.... 

ｴｨｾ＠ ＱＹｾＸ＠ tonnage figure shJuld be char-ed from 
I ;;i) 

Ｓｾｊ＠ to 450 tons , and invite the ｵｮ｡ｮｩｾｯｵｳ＠ ap!rovQ ... 
of the '.:ounc1l ln accor ance with the proc" iure 

1"' -
in Article III of' Protocol No. II . The 1r.1<. 

- -
Reprcs,..nt· ti 'e wi 11 tf>en conf'ii•m and support 

the French Lmbassador' s >'emarks. At the follo.;in 

Courcil me·ting '.i.e . ｡Ｂｴｾｲ＠ other ｦＩＧｬｾ＠ ·ations 

have had time to secu»e ins truct10n$ ), 'ormal 

amendment to the table .vill be ｡､ｯｰｴｾ､ Ｎ＠ "hid 

procedut'e is sti l subj,.,ct to tht> ">"rs0nr..l &)pt'ov l 

of . de Courccl but should, I think, prove 

satL,facto1• • 

,.. ... _yt...., 

Your letter of DecAmb'r 20 ,r..iis<>d the questi n 

of ｲｾｴ＾ｰｯｮＦｩ｢ｩｬｩｴｩｐＮｓ＠ r>.., between Pnris and London . 

After con:.iultntion with the . -: , 1•, Secrcta1·iat, 

: c lnl'.r1, t:'lat the )l'OCedural po:.ii tion on th.is is 

as follows : 

(a) Ib is the re:;po1 c..ibility or the W. E. '' · 

Council in r,onclon formally to adopt any 

necessary amcndmer.t.s to ｴｨｾ＠ f ocul 

I J\ ncx 
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ｾｲＮｮ･ｸ＠ to C (58) 180; 

(b) It is the responsibi_ity of th •• 
• • • 

Representatives to the lorth Atlantic 
..., 

Co ncil, d•legated by inisters .n ... 
1956. •o asc•rtain wh•ther fore 

prop sed in ｴｾ･＠ course of the ' 

Anrual Revie• do or do not fa 1 below 

he levels specifically laid down in 

the f'.Ocal Annex ｾＭＭｳｾｩ ｍｊＱＹＱＱＱＡ＠ .. ＱＡＱＱＡＱＢＲＱＧＡＱＮＮＬ ＮＮＬＮＮＮＬＮＬＮｾ＠

and to subm.t reco;:e•rda 
• 

+.fl s' • forc•s are 1 1 I t 1 er as j above 

the "' leve. : 

(c) The Council in L ndon ak s ac•ion t 

(a) on the basis ｯｾ＠ a y reco 0 ndation 

submitted from ?cris at (b) . 

!n the light of the ｡｢ｯｶｾ Ｌ＠ ;aragraph -

of' your letter is corr•ct, but the latter half' 
• . ......, 

of paragraph 3 ii FM . A- 0 nd!:'l0 11t f of the Treaty 

" 
ｲ･ｳｴｲＡ｣ｴＺｯｮｾ＠ on ar.ui'ac•ure ｯｾ＠ weapons !n the 

Federal Republic is quite distinct from control 

of levels of forc 0 s. Thus , although Ger any is 

to anufacture ､･ｳｴｲｯｹｾｲｳ＠ up to 

6 ,000 tons if .he so ｷｩｾｨ･ｳ Ｌ＠ cind will probably 

be er.titled by the and of 1963 to ｾ｡ｮｵｦ｡｣ｴｵｲ･＠
• 

-.c. 
subc:arines up to 1 , OOO tons, ro al tera t..:.on..__1 2 L 

.-
｣｡ｬｬ･ｾ＠ for ｾｯ＠ the !'Ocal ｑｲＮｮ｡ｾ＠ of C ( S) 180 ... 
until , ... n t!ie course of a ivAn J>.ual ev lcw a 

) 

ves els to I O. ｾｨ･＠ R -
"'w 

r.t i ve., ir. F ris 

•h ｲ･ｦｯｲ･ ｾ ｴ｡ｫ･＠ o cognizance of what Ger any is 

theoretically entitlPd to anu.ncture; the r 

task is exclu ively to ｾ･ｴ･ｲｭｩｮ･＠ .h t Ger any 
D-(! 

has placed under NATO •••rand , and w .ether in 

con equence xi ting • . ,. • f rce evAls ne d be 

a end .. d. I 6 



7/7

-
6 . I am s nding a copy of thin, '? r.h" s 

"cDonnell in the Uini try of Oefc • 
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