Draft reply by the French delegation to the WEU Council to Assembly
Recommendation 310 on the spread of nuclear energy and defence
problems (London, 21 mars 1978)

Caption: On 21 March 1978, the Secretary-General of Western European Union (WEU) circulates the final
reply by the WEU Council to Assembly Recommendation 310 on the spread of nuclear energy and defence
problems. The Council emphasises that the member governments of the WEU Council are promoting
cooperation on controlling the peaceful use of nuclear energy between nuclear technology supplier countries,
but it also notes that the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is responsible for controlling all
sensitive exports to non-nuclear weapon states. With regard to the protection of nuclear facilities and nuclear
materials, the Council points out that each state must make its own arrangements for the implementation of
such protection, although studies on various international protection measures are also under examination
within the TAEA.
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SECRITARY-GENERAL'S NOTE

Assembly Recommendations 307, 308, 309, 310 and 311
(¢ (77) 154) o

The Secretary-General circulates herewith the Council's
replies to Assembly Recommendations 307, 308, 309, 310 and 311.

These replies, adopted by the Council at their meeting

on 20th March, 1978, have been forwarded to the issembly
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Reply to Recormendation 310 on the spread of

nuclear energy and defence problens

e The mecmber governrents of the Council havc already acted
to promote co-oneration between supplier covntriecs for the
purpose of safcguarding thce penccful usc of nmuclear energy by
appropriate contrels.

The gnidelines which were 2dopted by the fiftcen covntries
composing the London gronp, and were communicnted to the I.A.E.A,
on 11th Janvary, provide that this Agency shall control thec
neaceful nse of all sensitive exports to non-nuclear weapon
States.

2 The I-.A.E.A. is the controlling body for the peaceful

use of nuclear materials. Its responsibilitias are scet ouvt in

its statute and it was also emnowered under the terms of the

N.P.T. to control all the peacefl nuclear activities of non-
nmiclear weapon States party to the N.P.T. The BDoard of Governcrs
of this Agency, on which a number of member States are representecd,
is the appropriate body to improve the terms of these controls,

in compliance with the agreements conclnuded by the Agency, e.g.

the I.A.E.A./Euratom agreement.

The subject of multinational centres for thce nuvclear fuel
cycle industry, with which the I.A.E.A. has already been concerned
for a number of years, will be considered by the expcrts taking
nart in the I.N.F.C.E. study.

B Those¢ members of the Council who narticipated in the
London meetings did find commen ground for their policies on
civil nuclear assistance to third couwntries. The result of this
action is madc clear in the guidelines rcferred to above, which
contain no ban on nu~clear cxports to Statcs which have not made
all nvclear installations and materials on their territory or
under their control subject to I.A-E.A. contrel.

The Council believe that, whilc taking acconnt of the
London gnidelines, it is the responsibility of each State to
define its own export policy 2nd cxrress the hope that the
gridelines referrcd to above will receive wide international
support.

/4. Measures to...
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4o Measures to protect nuclear facilities and nuclear
materials, in storage or in transit, from illicit use by
individuals are police measures for the implementation of
which each State is responsible within its own territory.
Whilst thereis an agrcement on the lcevel of physical
protection necessary (Londen guidelines), the details and
implementation of this protection are the cexclusive
responsibility of the sovercign States.

N~ Studies on the variouvs mensures possible are 2lso

carried ovt within the I.A.E.A.; they include, in particular,
consideration of a draft international agreement for the
physical protection of nuclear materials during transfer.
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