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Extract from minutes of the 325th meeting of the WEU Council (12 July
1967)
 

Caption: At its meeting on 12 July 1967, the Permanent Council of Western European Union (WEU)
discusses the continued examination of the question of relations between WEU and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), which it was asked to consider by the Council meeting at ministerial level on 4 and 5
July. During the discussions, French Ambassador Geoffroy de Courcel states that his government is prepared
to continue to supply the tables on France’s forces for common defence through the North Atlantic Council,
and that its operational forces under national command can be considered for common defence, although
France cannot enter into any further undertakings. While Lord Hood considers that the authorised limits
should apply to all the forces maintained by the Member States for common defence, the French Ambassador
states that there is an exception for forces recognised by NATO as being under national command. Lord Hood
also mentions that France’s withdrawal from the NATO integrated command structure is making it more
difficult for the Council to pursue the aims of the modified Brussels Treaty.

Source: Council of the Western European Union. Extract from minutes of the 325th meeting of WEU
Council held on 12 July 1967. CR (67) 16. 2 p.  Archives nationales de Luxembourg (ANLux).
http://www.anlux.lu. Western European Union Archives. Secretariat-General/Council’s Archives. 1954-1987.
Interpretation of Brussels Treaty & Paris Protocols. Year: 1967, 01/03/1967-14/06/1968. File 113.2. Volume
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FI L E No  s ( 11,

OR <&)  M  
EXTRACT FROM MI NUTES OF B. v S MEET I NG 7

OF W. E. U» COUNCI L  HEL L  ON ( SLh ^  ^

H t i u l ^  S) /Li Co ^ -Q  â t jj\/\ i/̂ -4(yjl l&J-tJl ■

2.  Re c e n t  Mi n i s t e r i a l  Co u n c i l  h e l d  i n  The Ha g u e

Th e  CHAI RMAN t h o u g h t  t h a t  me mb e r s  mi g h t  wi s h  

t o  e x c h a n g e  v i e ws  on  t h e  me e t i n g .  The  Se c r e t a r i a t  h a d  

n o t e d  t he  t h r e e  f o l l o wi n g  p o i n t s  as  r e q u i r i n g  a c t i o n  on

t he  p a r t  of  t h e  Co u n c i l  i n  due c our s e ;

-  a g e n e r a l  r e v i e w of  r e l a t i o n s  b e t we e n  t h e  

Co u n c i l  a n d  t h e  As s e mb l y  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t he  

v a r i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  ma d e  f o r  i mp r o v e me n t ;

-  r e p o r t  o n  d e v e l o p me n t s  wi t h i n  t he  Al l i a n c e ,  

r e q u e s t e d  b y  t he  As s e mb l y ;

-  n o t e  o n  NATO- W. E. U.  r e l a t i o n s .

c)  No t e  on  NATO- W. E. U.  r e l a t i o n s

( CR ( 67)  13,  I I ;  CR ( 67)  15,  I I ,  5;

C ( 67)  L5  and  CM ( 67)  2)

The  CHAI RMAN r e c a l l e d  t hat ,  at  t h e  Co u n c i l  of

Mi n i s t e r s  h e l d  i n  Th e  Ha g u e  on  L t h  a n d  5 t h  J u l y ,  t he  

Pe r ma n e n t  Co u n c i l  h a d  b e e n  i n s t r u c t e d  " t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  

s t u d i e s "  of  NATO- W. E. U.  r e l a t i o n s  and  " t o c o mp l e t e  t h e m i n  

t i me  f o r  t he  n e x t  me e t i n g  at  mi n i s t e r i a l  l ev e l " .

De l e g a t i o n s  wo u l d  r e me mb e r  t ha t  t h e  n o t e  i n  

q u e s t i o n  ( CM ( 67)  2)  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  p a s s a g e s  wh i c h  had  

b e e n  t he  s u b j e c t  o f  r e s e r v e s  and  t h a t  a b r o a d e r  p r o p o s a l  

h a d  b e e n  ma d e  b y  t h e  Br i t i s h  d e l e g a t e ,  wh o  ha d  e x p r e s s e d  

c o n c e r n  on  mu c h  t he  s a me  p o i n t s  as  t h e  Ne t h e r l a n d s  d e l e g a t e .  

Th i s  wa s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  wh i c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  

wo u l d  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  at  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i me .

L o r d  HOOD t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  n o t e  p r o v i d e d  a v e r y  

v a l u a b l e  b a s i s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  b y  t he  Pe r ma n e n t  Co u n c i l  i n  

t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  a n s we r s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e ms  r a i s e d .  Ho we v e r ,  

i t  wa s  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  of  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  wh i c h  

h a d  t o  b e  s u b mi t t e d  t o  t h e  Mi n i s t e r s .  L o r d  Ho o d  t h e r e f o r e  

f e l t  t h a t  t he  e x c h a n g e  o f  v i e ws  b e g u n  on  5 t h  J u ne  s h o u l d  be  
c o n t i n u e d .

M.  de CQURCEL , r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  s u b j e c t  r a i s e d  on 

t h a t  o c c a s i o n  b y  t h e  Un i t e d  Ki n g d o m r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  name l y ,  

t h e  l e v e l  of  f o r c e s  f o r  t he  c o mmo n  de f e n c e ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  

t h e  Fr e n c h  Go v e r n me n t  we r e  p r e p a r e d ,  as  h i t h e r t o ,  t o  s u p p l y  

t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  t h e s e  f o r c e s  t h r o u g h  t he  No r t h  At l a n t i c  

Co u n c i l .  Th e y  h a d  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  Fr e n c h  o p e r a t i o n a l  

f o r c e s  wh o l l y  u n d e r  n a t i o n a l  c o mma n d  s h o u l d  be  r e g a r d e d  as  

f o r c e s  f o r  t he  c o mmo n  d e f e n c e .  On  t he  o t h e r  hand,  t he  

ma x i mu m l e v e l  f o r  t h e s e  f o r c e s  r a i s e d  a p r o b l e m b e c a u s e  i t  

wa s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s ee h o w t h e  c e i l i n g  f o r me r l y  a p p l i e d  t o  t he  

i n t e g r a t e d  f o r c e s  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  a p p l i e d  t o a  d i f f e r e n t  

c a t e g o r y ,  name l y ,  f o r c e s  f o r  t h e  c o mmo n  de f e nc e ,  wh i c h  at  
p r e s e n t  ma d e  u p  a l mo s t  t h e  wh o l e  of  F r e n c h  f o r c es .  Th i s  

wa s  a p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m r e q u i r i n g  a  s o l u t i o n .

Th e  Amb a s s a d o r  a d d e d  t h a t  Fr a n c e ' s  c o mmi t me n t s  

i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  d e r i v e d  f r o m Ar t i c l e  I  o f  Pr o t o c o l  No.  I I .

Th e  Fr e n c h  Go v e r n me n t  d i d  no t  r e p u d i a t e  t h e s e  c o mmi t me n t s  

bu t  c o u l d  no t  e n t e r  i n t o  a n y  f u r t h e r  u n d e r t a k i n g s .
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CR ( 67)  16

As  r e g a r d s  t h e  t h r e e  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  n o t e  

me n t i o n e d  b y  t h e  Ch a i r man ,  M.  de Co u r c e l  wa s  n o w i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  s t a t e  t ha t  h i s  Go v e r n me n t  c o u l d  wi t h d r a w t h e i r  

r e s e r v e s .

L o r d  HOOD c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t he  c e i l i n g  i n  q u e s t i o n  

ha d  b e e n  i n t e n d e d  t o a p p l y  t o a l l  f o r c e s  ma i n t a i n e d  on t he 

ma i n l a n d  b y  me mb e r  St a t e s  f o r  t he  c o mmo n  d e f e n c e .  Ce r t a i n  

o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s ,  s u c h  as  f o r c e s  f o r  o v e r s e a s  d e f e nc e ,  had  

b e e n  f o r e s e e n ,  b u t  t h e s e  had  s i n c e  b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e d  

i n  n u mb e r s  a n d  i mp o r t a n c e .  L o r d  Ho o d  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  b y  t he 

t e r ms  of  Pa r t  I V ( a)  of  t h e  Fi n a l  Ac t  of  t h e  Ni n e - Po we r  

Co n f e r e n c e  of  1954s  " Al l  f o r c e s  of  NATO c o u n t r i e s  s t a t i o n e d  

on t h e  c o n t i n e n t  of  Eu r o p e  s h o u l d  be  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t he 

a u t h o r i t y  of  SACEUR" .

M.  de COURCEL  p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  t h e  s a me  Ar t i c l e  

ma d e  a n  e x c e p t i o n  f o r  f o r c e s  wh i c h  NATO " has  r e c o g n i s e d  

or  wi l l  r e c o g n i s e  as  s u i t a b l e  t o  r e ma i n  u n d e r  n a t i o n a l  

c o mma n d " .

On  t he  s u g g e s t i o n  of  t h e  CHAI RMAN, d e l e g a t i o n s  

a g r e e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e x c h a n g e  of  v i e ws  on t h i s  p o i n t  

b e f o r e  t h e  h o l i d a y s .  The  Co u n c i l  wo u l d  me e t  at  10. 1+5 a. m.  

on Th u r s d a y ,  2 0 t h  J u l y ,  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

An s we r i n g  M . GROOTHAERT, L o r d  HOOD s a i d  he  t h o u g h t  

t h a t  t he  d i s c u s s i o n  mi g h t  be  d i r e c t e d  f i r s t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  he 

h a d  r a i s e d  on  5 t h  J une .  Di d  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  no  

l o n g e r  a n y  Fr e n c h  t r o o p s  u n d e r  NATO c o mma n d  r e l i e v e  t he  

Co u n c i l  o f  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e ms e l v e s  t ha t  t h e  a r me d  

f o r c e s  of  Fr an c e ,  l i k e  t h o s e  of  t he  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  d i d  

no t  e x c e e d  t he p e r mi t t e d  l i mi t s ?  Se c o n d l y ,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  

f o r  c h e c k i n g  s t o c k s  of  a r ma me n t s  wo u l d  hav e  t o  be  ex ami n ed ;  

c o n t r o l s  t ha t  NATO wa s  no  l o n g e r  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  c a r r y  

out  s hou l d,  of  c our s e,  b e  p e r f o r me d  b y  W. E. U.  Fi na l l y ,

L o r d  Ho o d  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  Co u n c i l  h a d  c e r t a i n  d e f e n c e  

o b l i g a t i o n s  wh i c h  i t  had  d i s c h a r g e d  t h r o u g h  NATO s i n c e  1950.  

Th e  f a c t  t h a t  Fr a n c e  no  l o n g e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  NATO 

i n t e g r a t e d  c o mma n d  s t r u c t u r e  ma d e  i t  mo r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

t he  Co u n c i l  t o  f u l f i l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  Tr e a t y .

Th e s e  we r e  s ome of  t he  q u e s t i o n s  wh i c h  mi g h t  be  d i s c u s s e d .

W. E. U.  CONFI DENTI AL


