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Recommendation 313 of the WEU Assembly on security in the
Mediterranean (Paris, 20 June 1978)
 

Caption: On 20 June 1978, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) adopts Recommendation 313
on security in the Mediterranean. In view of the increasing Soviet presence in the region, the Assembly
recommends to the WEU Council that it take concerted action in all appropriate international bodies to
strengthen the collective presence of the Atlantic Alliance in the Mediterranean.
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T E X T A D O P T E D T H IR D S IT T IN G

RECOMMENDATION 313

on security in the Mediterranean

T h e A s s em b ly ,

( i) R e c a ll in g a t th e p re s e n t t im e o f e c o n o m ic d if f ic u l t ie s th a t s e c u r i ty w il l a lw a y s b e a c o n d it io n o f th e

p o li t ic a l f re e d o m s a n d e c o n o m ic w e ll-b e in g o f th e a l l ie d c o u n tr ie s , a n d th a t a c c o rd in g ly a n a d e q u a te d e fe n c e

e f fo r t m u s t b e m a in ta in e d ;

( i i ) B e lie v in g th a t th e S o v ie t U n io n th ro u g h its c o n tin u e d q u e s t fo r m il i ta ry b a s e s in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n ,

i ts in te rv e n tio n is t p o lic y in A fr ic a a n d its re i te ra t io n o f th e d a n g e ro u s ly am b ig u o u s = B re z h n e v d o c tr in e "

p re s e n ts th e g re a te s t m il i ta ry th re a t in th e re g io n ;

( i i i ) A w a re th a t o n e o f th e g re a te s t r is k s o f m a jo r c o n f l ic t th ro u g h m is c a lc u la t io n a r is e s in th e M ed ite r -

ra n e a n a re a w h e re th e o p p o s in g in te re s ts o f E a s t a n d W e s t m e rg e w ith th o s e o f N o r th a n d S o u th ;

(iv) B e lie v in g th e re fo re th a t e v e ry e f fo r t s h o u ld b e m ad e th ro u g h d ip lo m a tie c h a n n e ls to fo s te r : a s e t-

t lem e n t o f th e c o n f l ic t in th e M id d le E a s t a n d th e d if fe re n c e s b e tw e e n a ll ie d c o u n tr ie s in th e a re a ; th e c o n -

t in u e d in d e p e n d e n c e a n d in te g r i ty o f Y u g o s la v ia a n d th e c o n tin u e d d e n ia l o f m il i ta ry b a s e s to fo rc e s o f

th e S o v ie t U n io n ;

(v) B e lie v in g th a t N A T O p ro v id e s fo r th e fo re s e e a b le fu tu re th e p r in c ip a l c re d ib le b a s is fo r th e s e c u r i ty

o f i ts m cm b e rs in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n a re a a n d th a t i ts e f fe c t iv e n e s s d e p e n d s o n th e fu l l s u p p o r t a n d p a r t i-

c ip a t io n o f a l l m em b e r c o u n tr ie s ;

(vi) B e lie v in g in p a r t ic u la r th a t th e fu l l a n d e q u a l p a r t ic ip a t io n in N A T O o f b o th G re e c e a n d T u rk e y

is v i ta l to th e s e c u r i ty o f e a c h a n d to th a t o f th e A ll ia n c e a s a w h o le ;

(vii) R e ite ra t in g its v iew th a t s e c u r i ty in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n w o u ld b e g re a t ly e n h a n c e d b y th e a c c e s s io n

o f a d em o c ra t ic S p a in to N A T O , b u t s tre s s in g th a t s u c h a d e c is io n is fo r a p a r l iam e n ta ry m a jo r i ty in th a t

c o u n try a f te r th e a d o p tio n o f th e n ew c o n s ti tu t io n ;

(1 ! i i i ) A w a re o f th e m an y c o n f l ic t in g c o n s id e ra t io n s th a t m u s t b e re c o n c ile d in a n y p o lic y o n a rm s su p p ly

to n o n -N A T O co u n tr ie s ,

R E C O M M E N D S T H A T T H E C O U N C IL A N D M E M B E R G O V E R N M E N T S

T ak e c o n c e r te d a c t io n in a l l a p p ro p r ia te b o d ie s w ith th e fo l lo w in g o b je c ts in v iew :

1 . T o s tre n g th e n th e c o lle c t iv e p o s i t io n o f th e A tla n tic A ll ia n c e in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n :

(a) b y th e m o re p u b lic id e n tif ic a t io n o f a l l m em b e r c o u n tr ie s w ith N A T O a rra n g em en ts in th e a re a ;

(b) th ro u g h th e p a r t ic ip a t io n o f fo rc e s o f a s m a n y m em b e r c o u n tr ie s a s p o s s ib le in e x e rc ic e s a n d

c o n tin g e n c y p la n n in g ;

(c) b y a d ju s t in g N A T O co m m an d a r ra n g em en ts to re f le c t th e re a l i ty o f n a tio n a l c o n tr ib u tio n s to

N A T O in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n a re a ;

(d) b y ta k in g fu ll a c c o u n t o f th e re sp e c tiv e sp e c ia l re q u irem e n ts o f G re e c e , P o r tu g a l a n d T u rk e y

fo r th e su p p ly o f n e c e s s a ry d e fe n c e e q u ip m en t a n d a s s is ta n c e , a n d b y c a ll in g o n th e U n ite d S ta te s

to e l im in a te i ts d is c r im in a tio n a g a in s t T u rk e y ;

(e) b y c o n s id e r in g w h a t jo in t a rm am en ts p ro d u c tio n p ro je c ts c a n u s e fu l ly b e e s ta b lis h e d in G re e c e

a n d T u rk e y in th e N A T O fram ew o rk ;

2. (a) T o e n c o u ra g e G re e c e a n d T u rk e y to c o n tin u e n e g o tia t io n s to s e t t le th e ir rem a in in g b ila te ra l

d if fe re n c e s ;

(b) T o u rg e th e tw o C y p r io t c o m m u n it ie s to re su m e th e ir d ire c t n e g o tia t io n s in th e p re s e n c e o f th e

U n ite d N a tio n s S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l w ith o u t fu r th e r d e la y ;

3 . T o a r ra n g e c lo s e r l in k s b e tw e e n th e in te g ra te d m ili ta ry s tru c tu re o f N A T O an d th e S p a n is h a r rn e d

fo rc e s , a n d th e ir p a r t ic ip a t io n in N A T O ex e rc is e s , w h ile le a v in g a d e c is io n o n th e a c c e s s io n o f S p a in to

N A T O to d em o c ra t ic d is c u s s io n in th e S p a n is h p a r l iam e n t ;

4 . T o e n su re th a t n o n -N A T O co u n tr ie s in th e M ed ite r ra n e a n c o n tin u e to s e e th e ir in te re s ts b e s t s e rv e d

b y d e n y in g b a s e r ig h ts o r fa c i l i t ie s to th e S o v ie t a rm e d fo rc e s ;

5 . T o p ro c la im th e u n e q u iv o c a l s u p p o r t o f th e W e s t fo r th e in d e p e n d e n c e , te r r i to r ia l in te g r i ty a n d

u n ity o f Y u g o s la v ia a n d its c o n tin u e d n o n -a l ig n e d s ta tu s ;

6 . T o e n su re th a t a l l a s p e c ts o f p o lic y o n a rm s e x p o r ts b y N A T O co u n tr ie s to a n y n o n -N A T O co u n try

a re fu l ly re v iew e d in th e a p p ro p r ia te a l l ie d fo ru m .
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RECOMMENDATION 313

on security in thé Méditerranéen

Thé Assembly,

(t) Becalling at thé présent time of économie difficulties that security will aiways be a condition of thé
political freedoms and économie well-being of thé allied countries, and that accordingly an adéquate defence
effort must be maintained ;

(ii) Believing that thé Soviet Union through its continued quest for military bases in thé Mediterranean,
its interventionist policy in Africa and its réitération of thé dangerousiy ambiguous "Brezhnev doctrine"
présents thé greatest military threat in thé région ;

(iii) Aware that one of thé greatest risks of major conflict through miscalculation arises in thé Mediter-
ranean area where thé opposing interests of East and West merge with those of North and South ;

{iv) Believing therefore that every effort should be made through diplomatie channels to foster : a set-
tîement of thé conflict in thé Middie East and thé différences between allied countries in thé area ; thé con-
tinued indépendance and integrity of Yugoslavia and thé continued déniai of military bases to forces of
thé Soviet Union ;

(v) Believing that NATO provides for thé foreseeable future thé principal crédible basis for thé security
of its members in thé Mediterranean area and that its enectiveness dépends on thé full support and parti-
cipation of ail member countries ;

(vi) Believing in particular that thé full and equal participation in NATO of both Greece and Turkey
is vital to thé security of each and to that of thé Alliance as a whole ;

(vii) Reiterating its view that security in thé Mediterranean would be greatly enhanced by thé accession
of a démocratie Spain to NATO, but stressing that such a décision is for a parliamentary majority in that
country after thé adoption of thé new constitution ;

(viii) Aware of thé many conflicting considérations that must be reconciled in any policy on arms supply
to non-NATO countries,

RECOMMENDS THAT THE COUNCIL AND MEMBEE GOVEBÎTMENTS

Taise concerted action in ail appropriate bodies with thé following objects in view :

1. To strengthen thé collective position of thé Atlantic Alliance in thé Mediterranean :
(a) by thé more public identification of ail member countries with NATO arrangements in thé area ;
(5) through thé participation of forces of as many member countries as possible in exercices and

contingency planning ;
(c) by adjusting NATO command arrangements to reflect thé reality of national contributions to

NATO in thé Mediterranean area ;
{d) by taking fuil account of thé respective spécial requirements of Greece, Portugal and Turkey

for thé supply of necessary defence equipment and assistance, and by calling on thé United States
to eliminate its discrimination against Turkey ;

(e) by considering what joint armaments production projects can usefully be established in Greece
and Turkey in thé NATO framework ;

2. (a) To encourage Greece and Turkey to continue negotiations to settle their remaining bilatéral
différences ;

(6) To urge thé two Oypriot communities to résume their direct negotiations in thé présence of thé
United Nations Secretary-Général without further delay ;

3. To arrange doser links between thé integrated military structure of NATO and thé Spanish armed
forces, and their participation in NATO exercises, while leaving a décision on thé accession of Spain to
NATO to démocratie discussion in thé Spanish parliament ;

4. To ensure that non-NATO countries in thé Mediterranean continue to see their interests best served
by denying base rights or facilities to thé Soviet armed forces ;

5. To proclaim thé unequi vocal support of thé West for thé independence, territorial integrity and
unity of Yugoslavia and its continued non-aligned status ;

6. To ensure that ail aspects of policy on arms exports by NATO countries to any non-NATO country
are fully reviewed in thé appropriate allied forum.

25


