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Recommendation 54 of the WEU Assembly on the association of Great
Britain with the energy policy of the Six (Paris, 30 November 1960)
 

Caption: On 30 November 1960, given the increasing need for energy in Europe and with a view to ensuring
the security of European energy supplies, the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) adopts
Recommendation 54 on the association of Great Britain with the energy policy of the Six.
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T E X T S A D O P T E D T E N T H S I T T I N G

RECOMMENDATION No. 54

on the association of Great Britain

with the energy policy of the Six

T h e A s s e m b ly ,

C o n s id e r in g th e in c r e a s in g n e e d f o r e n e r g y s u p p l ie s a m o n g s t th e E u r o p e a n c o u n t r ie s , w h ic h

m a k e s th e m in c r e a s in g ly d e p e n d e n t o n im p o r t s , a n d th e c o n s e q u e n t s t r a in s o n th e s e c u r i ty o f E u r o -

p e a n e n e r g y s u p p l ie s a s w e I l a s o n th e E u r o p e a n b a la n c e o f p a y m e n ts p o s i t io n ;

C o n s id e r in g th e im m e n s e c a p i ta l in v e s tm e n ts involved a n d th e c o n s e q u e n t n e e d f o r c o - o r d in a -

t io n in th i s f ie ld ;

C o n s id e r in g th e r e s p o n s ib i l i ty o f m e m b e r S ta te s to c o n s e r v e th e i r in d ig e n o u s r e s o u r c e s a n d to

p r o te c t th e m a n p o w e r n e c e s s a r y f o r th e i r e x p lo i ta t io n ;

C o n s id e r in g th e g r e a t p o te n t ia l i t i e s o f n u c le a r e n e r g y w h ic h l ik e w is e r e q u i r e e o - o r d in a te d

a c t io n ;

C o n s id e r in g th e p r e s e n t c r i s i s in th e c o a l in d u s t r y a n d th e s o c ia l a n d e c o n o m ic p r o b le m s i t

r a i s e s ;

C o n s id e r in g th e g r o w in g d is c r e p a n c ie s o f n a t io n a l e n e r g y p o l ie ie s a n d th e p o s s ib le p o l i t i e a l

im p l ic a t io n s ;

A w a r e o f th e f a c t th a t th e s e p r o b le m s o a n b e s o lv e d o n ly in th e f r a m e w o r k o f a n o v e r a l l

e n e r g y p o l ic y ,

R E C O M M E N D S T H A T T H E C O U N O I L

1 . I n v i te th e in s t i tu t io n s o f th e E .C .S .C . a n d th e G o v e r n m e n t o f th e U n i te d K in g d o m to p r o v id e ,

w i th in th e f r a m e w o r k o f th e C o u n c i l o f A s s o c ia t io n o f th e U n i te d K in g d o m a n d th e E .C .S .C . , th e

p r o c e d u r e n e e e s s a r y f o r th e p r o m o t io n o f a c o - o r d in a te d p o l io y b e tw e e n th e s e v e n m e m b e r c o u n t r ie s

f o r a l l e n e r g y q u e s t io n s in a c e o r d a n c e w i th th e c o n v e n t io n o f a s s o c ia t io n ;

2 . W i th th i s in v ie w , p r o p o s e th a t r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s o f th e C o m m is s io n o f th e E u r o p e a n E c o n o m ic

C o m m u n i ty a n d o f th e C o m m is s io n o f th e E u r o p e a n A to m ic E n e r g y C o m m u n i ty a a m e m b e r s o f th e

I n te r - E x e c u t iv e E n e r g y C o m m it te e o f th e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t ie s s h o u ld b e in v i te d to a t te n d th o s e

m e e t in g s o f th e C o u n c i l o f A s s o c ia t io n c a l le d f o r th e p u r p o s e o f d is c u s s in g th e e n e r g y p o l ic y .

TEXTS ADOPTED TENTU SITPINO

RECOMMENDATION No. 54

on the association of Great Britain

with the energy policy of the Six

The- Assembly,

Considering the incre-asing ne-e-d for energy supplies amongst the Europe-an countries, which
makes thein increasingly de-pendent on importa, and the conse-que-nt strains on the se-curity cf Euro-
pe-an ene-rgy supplies as we-Il as on the Europe-an balance of payments position;

Considering the immense capital inve-stments involved and the- consequent ne-e-d for e-o-ordina-
tion in this fie-Id;

Conside-ririg the responsibiity of member States to conserve- their indigenous resources and to
prote-e-t the manpower necessary for their exploitation;

Considering the gre-at pote-ntialities of nuclear ene-rgy which likewise require co-ordinated
action;

Considering the pre-sent criais in the coal industry and the social and economic problems it
raise-s;

Considering the growing diacre-pane-je-s of national energy polie-je-s and the possible- political
implications;

Aware of the fact that the-se- problems e-an be solved only in the framework of an ove-rail
energy polie-y,

RECOM1~ENDS THAT TUE CouNcIL

1. Invite the institutions of the E.C.S.C. and the Government of the United Kingdom to provide,
within the framework of the (Jeune-il of Association of the United Kingdom and the E.C.S.C., the
procedure ne-cessary for the promotion of n co-ordinated polie-y between the se-yen member coumtries
for ail energy questions in accordance with the convention of association;

2. With this in vie-w, propose that representatives of the Commission of the Europe-an Economic
Community and of the Commission cf the Europe-an Atoniic Energy Community as members of the
Inter-Exe-cutive Energy Committee 0f the Europe-an Communities should be invite-d to attend those
meetings of the Couine-il of Association e-aile-d for the purpose of discussing the energy polie-y.
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