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Report on the inspection of depot stocks held for French forces in the
Federal Republic of Germany (13 September 1982)
 

Caption: On 13 September 1982, the Head of Division II sends the Head of Division I a note on the
inspection of the 730th Groupement de munitions (munitions stocks) at the depots in Stetten and Breithülen
on 22 and 23 April 1982. The report is critical and notes that it is difficult to carry out an effective quantitative
control when the requirements of Article XXI and Protocol No IV have not been met. But the inspection itself
went very smoothly, which justifies the favourable comments regarding the two depots. The Head of Division
I therefore recommends that the French authorities should indicate the exact locations of the armaments
under control, in accordance with the provisions of the modified Brussels Treaty.

Source: Agency for the Control of Armaments. Report on inspections of depots held for French forces in the
Federal Republic of Germany by the 730eme Groupement de munitions at the depots of Stetten and
Breithülen, on 22nd & 23rd April 1982. Note on the Inspection of the 700 GM (Stetten etc.) 22nd/23rd April
1982. [Paris] : 13.09.1982. CSB/jg. pp. [s.p]; [s;p]; 3. Archives nationales de Luxembourg (ANLux).
http://anlux.lu/. Western European Union Archives. Armament Bodies. ACA. Agency for the Control of
Armaments. Year: 1982. File ACA-193. Volume 1/1.
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DIVISION I I ■ ■ T.B.ÏÏ. CONFIDENTIAL

RE PO RT O F IN S P E C TIO N  OF D E PO T STO CKS HELD  FO R FRENCH 

FO RCES IN  TH E  FE D E RAL R E PU B LIC  OF G ERMANY B Y  THE 

730èm e GROU PEMENT DE M U N ITIO N S  A T THE  D EPO TS OF 

S TE TTE N  AND  B R E ITH Ü L E N , O N  2 2 n d  & 2 3 r d  A P R IL  1 982
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D IV IS IO N  I I
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1. T in s  r e p o r c  s co w s  o n c e  m o re  tn e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o i 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  c o n t r o l  m ea s u r e  w h en  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f

P r o t o c o l  H o . P V  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m e t.  Th e  q ia jo r  d e p o t  DA 61 a t  B r e i t h u l e n  

w a s  n o t  d e c l a r e d  i n  th e  F r e n c h  r e p l y  t o  AC A ( 8 2 ) / S e c .  I .  A l s o  n o m e n t io n  

w a s  m ade o f  L le r d in g e n ,  H e u t l in g e n ,  T u b in g e n ,  V i l l i n g e n  o r  ( ? )  G G TU u , w h e r e  

s t o c k s  o f  m u n it io n s  w e r e  a l s o  l o c a t e d .  Th e  i n s p e c t i o n  te a m  c o u ld  th u s  

o n l y  v e r i f y  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  m i s s i l e s  d e c l a r e d  a n d  h a d  n o r e a l  l e g a l  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  in s p e c t  th e  r e s t  -  c l e a r l y  n o t  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p o s i t i o n .

2 .  T h e  p r o b le m  o f  d e f e c t i v e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  F r e n c h  a rm y  m u n it io n s  s to c k s  

h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  b e f o r e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  c a n n o t t r a c e  a n y  r e s u l t i n g  a c t i o n ,  

a l th o u g h  a  f i r m  r e q u e s t  o n  a n  e x a c t l y  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  th e  

I t a l i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  a  " y e l l o w  p a g e "  i n  19501, a n d  h a s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e e n  

m et c o m p l e t e l y  b y  th em .

3 .  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  f o r  y o u  t o  d e c id e  h ow  t o  r e s o l v e  th e  m a t t e r .  Ho on e

w is h e s  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  a s  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n

( o n  8 th  O c to b e r  1 ° 3 1 )  t h e r e  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  c o n s id e r a b l e  im p r o v e m e n ts  

i n  th e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  F r e n c h  a rm y u n i t s .  I t  w o u ld ,  h o w e v e r , b e  g o o d  t o  s e e  

th e  d e p o ts  r e p o r t e d  to  th e  s a m e c o r r e c t  s ta n d a r d .

4 .  A t  th e  I n s p e c t i o n  i t s e l f ,  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  th e  s p o t  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e

b e e n  m o re  h e l p f u l  a n d  a t  th e  tw o  m a jo r  d e p o ts  (D A  61 a n d  6 3 )  o v e r  90  p e r  c e n t

o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l  m u n it io n s  w e r e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  i t h  h ig h  a c c u r a c y  -  th u s  

j u s t i f y i n g  th e  t e a  ’ s f.-. v  u r - a b le  c  - .am ent o n  th e s e  tw o  d e p o t s .  I  w o u ld  n o t  

w a n t th e  F r e n c h  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  t h in k  i n  a n y  w a y  th a t  th e  a c t u a l  f i e l d  c o n t r o l  

m e a s u r e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  o r  t h a t  th e  A g e n c y  w a s  n o t  m o re  th a n  

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  th e  w e lco m e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  ( a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y ! )  g i v e n  t o  th e  te a m .

5 .  M a y I  l e a v e  f o l l o w - u p  a c t i o n  o n  th e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  F r e n c h  a rm y d e p o t  

s t o c k  l o c a t i o n s  to  yo u ?

A i r  V ic e - m a r s h a l  C . s ;  S E TT

C o p ie s : H o s .  1 ,  2 a n d  3 o f  th e  r e p o r t .
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P H Y S IC A L  CHECK A T D E PO T N o .  61 -  B R E ITH U LE N

1 0 .  T h is  p h y s i c a l  c h e c k  v/as c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  2 3 r d  A p r i l  1 9 8 2 .  E v e r y t h in g  

w a s  i n  o r d e r .  F u r th e r m o r e  n e g a t iv e  c h e c k s  i n  s i x  s t o r a g e  b u i l d in g s  w e r e  

s a t i s f a c t o r y .

C O N C LU S IO N S

1 1 .  O v e r a l l ,  th e  in s p e c t io n s  o f  b o th  d e p o ts  w e r e  m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y .

T h e  A g e n c y  te a m  w a s  g i v e n  e v e r y  a s s i s t a n c e  b y  a l l  th e  s t a f f s  a n d  w e r e  

s h ow n  e x c e l l e n t  h o s p i t a l i t y  th r o u g h o u t  th e  m is s io n .

1 2 .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t ,  i f  th e  F r e n c h  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  g i v e n

th e  A g e n c y  th e  c o r r e c t  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t th e  e x a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a m m u n itio n  

b e tw e e n  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e p o ts  r a t h e r  th a n  j u s t  th e  " g l o b a l "  f i g u r e s ,  th e  t a s k  

o f  th e  D e p o t s t a f f s ,  th e  730em e G .M u . s t a f f  a n d  t h a t  o f  th e  A g e n c y  te a m  c o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  s i m p l i f i e d .

HEG OMMEND ATIONS

1 3 . Th e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s  b e  r e m in d e d  t h a t  th e y  m u s t s u p p ly  

th e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n s  o f  th e  a rm a m en ts  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  th e  

B r u s s e l s  T r e a t y .

1 4 *  N e x t  i n s p e c t i o n  n e e d  n o t  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o r  s i x

y e a r s .
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