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‘Britain seeking to coax France back to the defence fold’ from The
Guardian (19 June 1974)
 

Caption: On 19 June 1974, the British daily newspaper The Guardian reports on the initiative in British
diplomatic circles to encourage France to return to a European defence system and suggests using Western
European Union (WEU) as a forum for consultation and discussion to reconcile the views of France and its
European partners on the question.

Source: MacManus, James."Britain seeking to coax France back to the defence fold" from The Guardian.
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Britain seeking to 
coax France back 

to the defence fold
From JAMES MacMANUS, Paris, June 18

A British diplomatic initiative Is under way to persuade France to abandon Its 
“ go-it-alone” defence policy and return to a joint European defence system. While 
the Foreign Office seems to be under no ill usion that France will formally return to 
NATO’s integrated military command, there are now hopes tliat the French can be 
coaxed into a closer co-operation on defence matters beyond the confines of the
European Economic Com
munity p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r m a m e n t s  f i e l d  d e f e c t s  f n  NATO’s c o m m a r ' ’

. / '  .  ,  ,  . . .  t h r o u g h  t h e  E u r o g r o u p .  " W e  s u c h  i s  t h o s e  c r e a t e d  b e c a u * e
A  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  t n i s  r e m a i n  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  e v e r y  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r y  i s  

w o u ld  b e  F r e n c h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  E u r o g r o u p  a n d  i t s  s u b s i d i a r y  g e a r e d  t o  f ig lv t  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a r  
E u r o g r o u p ,  a  t e n - n a t i o n  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  e q u i p m e n t .  

N A T O  s t u d y  g r o u p  w h i c h  c o n -  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k  o f  A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  B r i t a i n  B e l -  
c e n t r a t e s  o n  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  g r e a t e r  p r a c t i c a l  p j u m  a n d ^ H f t l S  a r e  a l l ' o r e -  
e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t s  o f  E u r o p e a n  E u r o p e a n  d e f e n c e  c o o p e r a t i o n  g J J J ’ d â e n c e  c u t s  t h e e c o n o -  
d e f e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  c a n  b e  d r i v e n  f o r w a r d . «  ^  V f Î c h  a  r S ü o ^ i ü o n

F r a n c e  i s  n o t  a  m e m b e r  o f  i r o n i c a l l y ,  M r  H a t t e r s l e y  w a s  a r e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  
t h e  g r o u p  f o r  t h e  g o o d  r e a s o n  a d d r e s s i n g  a  b o d y  t h a t  t h e  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  o f f i c i a l
t h a t  n e i t h e r  G e n e r a l  d e  G a u l l e  F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l w a y s  p r e n c h  r e s D o n s e  t o  M r  H a t -

K 'a w s s  srajMgasyss skwELHs®

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  a n  g r o u p i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h 7 n  l i t h S  of his two o r e d i

E u ro D ^ ea nendt i f e n r PbafCr ,M , n t 0  ^  tC o m i " o n  M ? ,fk e 4  S l x . w l t i J tB r i :  c e s s o r s  t o  A t l a n ü c  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
E u r o p e a n  d e f e n c e  f o l d .  t a i n .  F r o m  t h e  F r e n c h  p o i n t  o f  a n d  E u r o p e a n  d e f e n c e  c o o p e r a -

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  w o u ld  b e  v i e w ,  a n d  t h e  p o i n t  w a s  m a d e  t i o n ,  i s  u n ü k e l y  t o  b e  r u s h e d  o n
w i t h i n  t h e  N A T O  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  l a s t  a u t u m n  H y  t h e  t h e n  F r e n c h  t h e  m a t t e r
i d e a  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  W h i t e h a l l  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r .  M ,  J o b e r t .  t h e  F o r  o n e  ' t h i n g  h e  h a s  t 0  c o n .
i s  t h a t  a  p u r e l v  E u r o p e a n  W E U  i s  i d e a l  a s  a  c l e a r i n g  g jd e r  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  G a u l l i s t
d e f e n c e  i d e n t i t y  m u s t  b e  b u i l t  h o u s e  f o r  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  j n  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b ly
u p  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  r ô l e  d e f e n c e  i d e a s  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  w h i c h  r e g a r d s  s u c h  i d e a s  a s
i n  E u r o p e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  N A T O .  a n a t h e m a .  E q u a l l y ,  h e  h a s

T h e  p o i n t  e m e r g e d  in  a B u t  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h a t  E u r o p e  m u s t
s p e c c h  m a d e  i n  P a n s  t o d a y  b y  t h e  G e r m a n s ,  a r e  n o w  p u s h i n g  m a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t r i d e s
M r  R o y  H a t t e r s l e y .  M i n i s t e r  o f  / o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  m u c h  t o w a r d s  p o l i t i c a l  u n i o n  b e f o r e
S t a t e  a t  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f ic e .  H e  m o r e  h i g h - p o w e r e d  s y s t e a n  o f  F r a m c e  s h i f t s  f r o m  i t s  i n d e p e n -
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a l l i e s  d e f e n c e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w h i c h  d e n t  s t a n c e  i n  i t s  f o r e i g n
s h o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  c o o -  w o u l d ,  i t  i s  h o p e d ,  e n d  g l a r i n g  p o l i c y .


