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‘WEU wants Atlantic nuclear force’ from The Guardian (3 December 1964)
 

Caption: On 3 December 1964, the British daily newspaper The Guardian comments on the decision taken by the Assembly of Western European Union (WEU) in
favour of the establishment of ‘an Atlantic nuclear force on a multilateral basis’, a formula resulting from an amendment by British Assembly member Lord Kennet,
and outlines the main implications of such a force.
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WEU wants Atlantic nuclear force
P a r is , D ecem b er  2 

T h e  a s s em b ly o f th e W es tern  

E u rop ea n  U n ion  h ere  tod a y 

d ecla red  its e lf in  fa vo u r  o f  

“  an A tla n tic  n u clea r  fo r c e  on  

a  m u ltila tera l b a s is ." Th e  

vo te  w as  ca r r ied  b y 37-9. w ith  

15 a b s ten tion s  

Th e resolu tion ca lled  for  the 
adoption by the N orth  Atla n tic 
Council o f a s ingle strategic 

policy, and for  a N A TO  defence 
plan that w ill p rovide the poli
tica l au thority w ith  the w idest 
possib le choice o f forces  of 
action. Politica l decision and 
control shou ld govern  any use 
o f nu clear weapons, which shou ld 
not b e used against an attack 
which can b e repelled  by N A TO  
conventional forces , and the 
statu te of the M LF  shou ld be 
crm patib le w ith  the resolu tion 
on the prevention o f the w ider 
dissemination of r.uciear weapons 
adopted by the L*N G eneral 
Assem b ly in 1961.

Th e formu la  “ an A tla n tic 
nu clear force on a m u ltila tera l 

basis  ” was the resu lt o f an 
amendment from  Lord  Kennet, 
who suggested that it m igh t 
cover a force wh ich  m igh t con-

From Nesta Roberts

tain many d ifferen t kinds o f 
weapons, whereas  the term  M LF  
had come to be associated w iin  
the concept o f su rfa ce ships w itn 
Pola ris  missiles.

M r G resham C ooke (U n ited  
K in gd om ), speaking as a mem 
ber o f the D efence Commute*.*, 
conceded the groat difficu lties of 
politica l con trol o f a m ixed 
manned force, or even  m ore so. a 
m u ltila tera l fleet. Perhaps it 
m igh t be possib le to get round 
that b y some experim ent :n the 
politica l con trol o f a conven 
tiona l force m E u rope, lead ing to 
fu ll E u ropean control. H e had 
b een a larm ed at the su ggestion 
that perhaps in  the end every 
indu stria l nation wou ld have to 
have its  own missile, and that 
otherw ise technologica l progre>s 

won Id be prevented.

H e b elieved  th eir aim should 
fce to prevent the dissemination 
of nuclear weapons. Th e recom 
mendation was. a fter  a ll, on ly the 
extension o f the present 
p rincip le o f N A TO , w here a ll 
sorts o f troops. inclu ding 
G ermans, now  took pa rt in  the 
m anning and in deed  possib le

firin g o f atomic missiles. The 
extension  o f that p rin cip le wou ld 
lead  even tu a lly to a u nited 
E u ropean community.

H err  E h rler (G erm an  Federa l 
Repu b lic) $3id the stru ctu re of 
the N A TO  Trea ty remained so 
long as its members wished to 
reta in  :t in its present form. If 

any partner wished to rem ove 
«s e lf,  the reason must be clea rly 
stated, so that, if necessary, the 
trea ty cou ld be revised 
G eography. technology. and 

economics a ll made it ab solu tely 
essentia l that the A tla n tic 
A llia n ce shou ld remain. A n y 
mistrust o f the U S  was w h olly 
unreasonab le. Th e cred ib ility
o f the deterren t was vita l, and 
on ly the su pport o f the U S  made 
the* th reat o f reprisa l a cred ib le 

one.

M. Houstaux (B elg iu m ) said 
th ere was a contradiction :n

terms in an M LF  m  which
neither B rita in  nor France was 
a participant. O ne of the best 

solu tions was that o f B rita in  in 
which  she proposed possib ly to 
hand over her nu clear arma 
ments to N A TO . Th is  was the 
id ea l which th ey shou ld  a ll aim


