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Ghana Independence Act, 1957 
5 & 6 Euz. 2 CH. 6 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Section 

1. Provision for the fuJly responsible status of the Gold Coast 
under the name of Ghana. 

2. Consequential modification of British Nationality Act. 
3. Consequential modifications with respect to development 

schemes, etc. 
4. Consequential modification of other enactments. 
5. Short title and appointed day. 

ScHEDULF.S: 

First Schedule-Legjslative powers of Ghana. 
Second Schedule-Amendments not affecting law of 

Ghana. 
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Ghana /11depe11de11l'e 1 ct , 19') 7 

"'111. 6 

An Act to n1ake provjsion for .. and in connection with the 
attainm~nt. by the . ~old Coast of fully respon~ible 
status w1th1n the Br1t1sh Co1nn1onwealth of Nations. 

[7th February, 1957) 

BE it . enacted by. the Queen's 1nost Excellent Maje~tr, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Sp1ntual and 
Temporal, and Com1nons, in this present Parlia1nent 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as fo1lows :-

1. The territories included iinmediately before the appointed Provision 
day in the Gold Coast as defined in and for the purposes of the for the fulJy 

Gold Coast (Constitution) Order in Council, 1954, shaJJ as fron1 ;~~t:0!1~•rbt~ 
that day together fonn part of Ffer Majesty's do1ninions under Go1Js Coast" 

the name of Ghana, and- under the 

(a) no Act of the ParJiament of the United Kingdon1 passed ｾｾｾｾｾ｡ｯｦ＠
on or after the appointed day shall extend, or be dee1ned ' ' · 
to extend, to Ghana as part of the law of Ghana, unless 
it is expressly declared in that Act that the Parliarnent 
of Ghana has requested, and consented to, the enact1nent 
thereof; 

(h) as from the appointed day, 1-lcr Majesty'~ Govcrnn1ent 
in the United K ingdo1n shall have no responsibility for 
the government of Ghana or any part thereof; 

(c) as fron1 the appointed day, the provisions or the J~irst 
Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to 
the legislative powers of Ghana: 

Provided that nothing in this section other than paragra~hs ~a) 
to (c) thereof shaJJ affect the operation in any of the tcr!·1toncs 
aforesaid of any enactment, or any other instrun1ent ha~1ng the 
effect of Jaw, passed or made with respect thereto before the 

appointed day. 
J 
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onsequential 
modification 
of British 

ationality 
Act. 
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2. As fro1n the appointed day, the British Nationality Act, 

1948, shall have effect-

(a) ,vith the substitution in subsection (3) of. s_ection . one 
thereof (,vhich provides for persons to be Br~t~sh su~Jects 
or Commonwealth citizens by virtue of c1t1zensh1p of 
certain countries) for the words "and Ceylon" of the 

,vords " Ceylon and Ghana "'; 

(b) as if in the British Protectorates, Protected States and 
Protected Persons Order in Council, 1949, the words 
"Northern Territories of the Gold Coast'" in the First 
Schedule thereto and the words "Togoland under 
United Kingdom Trusteeship " in the Third Schedule 

thereto were omitted: 

Provided that a person who, immediately before the appointed 
day, was for the purposes of the said Act and Order in Council 
a British protected person by virtue of his connection with either 
of the territories mentioned in paragraph (b) of this section shall 
not cease to be such a British protected person for any of those 
purposes by reason of anything contained in the foregoing 
provisions of this Act, but shall so cease upon his becoming a 
citizen of Ghana under any law of the Parliament of Ghana 
making proYision for such citizenship. 

Consequential 3.-( 1) No scheme shall be made on or after the appointed 
m?difications day under the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts, 1940 to 
w1th respect to 1955 wholly or partly for the benefit of Ghana. 
development ' 
schemes, etc. 

(2) Any scheme in force under the said Acts imn1ediately 
before the appointed day which was made solely for the benefit 
of Ghana or any part thereof shall cease to have effect on that 
day without prejudice to the making of payments in pursuance of 
that scheme on or after that day in respect of any period falling 
before that day; and, so far as practicable, no part of any sums 
paid out of moneys provided by Parliament for the purposes of 
any other scheme made under those Acts before that day shall be 
employed in respect of any period falling on or after that day 
for the benefit of Ghana. 

(3) Nothing in the two foregoing subsections shall restrict 
the making of, or the employment of sums paid out of moneys 
provid~ by Par!iament for the purposes of, any scheme under 
the said Acts with respect to a body established for the joint 
bene~t of Ghana and one or more of the fallowing territories, 
that ts to say, the Federation or any Region of Nigeria Sierra 
Leone and the Gambia, in a case where Ghana has und~rtaken 
to bear a reasonable share of the cost of the schen1e. 
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• 

ｾ＠ .A.: from the a 12::- ｾ＠ ifired .. v. the r , isi : ｾ＠ 0 'incd i - .... . 
the S~cc::.~ S hedule I) this ,.!\ ~r shall }·a\ ,e e.fiect :u j ... '. I t " 

ame::~e::::s reSp.ecti, cl_ :;xified in th .., 'tc-~..:le.- an H .. r 
_ fajeSty ma_ y O-der ::: '"unit ,vhic : :h,._:._: :.-'.,; .: : ... ｾ＠ --t "'" 
annulment in pursuance '- ... either H u:e 
Parliamen-4 ma "e su h further a~-. r-I° --.~: :·1 D) ... t f t 

P~rlian1ent of the Uni ed 'ingd rn a_: C1 L -=t re t L· · .. ~.. r 1n 
• an~ instruineni avi g :..fleet under n1 .. ..:t- i2~ar 

her necessary in consequence f secti n n~ ft' .. · s _-\ "l: nr a1 ) 
Order in Council made under this subsecti n rn e y•.rie i r 
re,oked by a subsequent Order in 1C 1n il s in~ and. tih."' .. l,:!h 

made after the appointed da), n1a) be ma ha, e t.'t\: 'C 
from that day: 

Pro, ·ded that this subsection ..,hall n t ext~n t Ghan 1 1s 

part of the Ia,v thereof. 

5.-(1) Thi ct may be cited as the Ghana lndep "Il n titl" iu t 
Act, 1957. npp int l 

(2) In this Act, the expre ion '"'" the appointed d 1y n n1eans dn) · 

the sixth day of March, nineteen hundred and fifty- even uni~,~' 
before that date Her Majesty has by Order in Council app inted 
some other day to be the appointed day for the purpo e of thi" 
Act. 

A 2 
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Se 'tion 1. 

Cn. 6 Ghana Jndepe11de11< e A ct, 1957 

SCI-IEDULES 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

l.FGl~L..\TIVE PO\\ l-'RS OF GHANA 

1. The Colonial La\\ s Valid1tv J\ct.. 1865. shall not applv to any 
la,v n1ade on or after the appointed day by the Parl~~11n0nt of <..1hnna. 

-· No la\v and no rro, is1on of any la,v 1nadc on or after the app0inted 
day by the Parlian1ent of Ghana shall be void or inoperative on the 
ground that it is repugnant to the la\\ of England .. or to the provisions 
of any existing or future A.ct of the Parlia111enr of the United Kingdom, 
or to an) order .. rule or regulation n1ade under any such Act, and the 
po,vers of the Parliament of Ghana shall include the po\\er to repeal 
or amend any such Act, order. rule or regulation in so far as it is 
nart of the Ia,v of Ghana . 
.... 

3. The Parliament of Ghana shall have full povver to make la,vs 
having extra-territorial operation. 

4. Without prejudice to the generality of the fore going provisions 
of this Schedule, sections se, en hundred and thirty-five and seven 
hundred and thirty-six of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, shall be 
construed as though reference therein to the legislature of a British 
possession did not include reference to the Parliament of Ghana. 

5. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions 
of this Schedule.. section four of the Colonial Courts of Ad1niralty 
Act, 1890 (which requires certain laws to be reserved for the significa
tion of Her Majesty's pleasure or to contain a suspending clause) and 
so much of section seven of that Act as requires the approval of Her 
Majesty in Council to any rules of court for regulating the practice 
and procedure of a Colonial Court of Admiralty shall cease to have 
effect in Ghana. 

6. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this 
Schedule. the constitutional provisions shall not be repealed .. an1endcd 
or modified otherwise than in such manner as 1nay be specified in 
those provisions. 

In this paragraph, the expression " the constitutional provisions " 
means the provisions for the time being in force on or at any time 
after the appointed day of the Gold Coast (Constitution) Orders in 
Council, 1954 to 1956, and of any other Order in Council made before 
that day, or any law, or instrument made under a law, of the Parlia
ment of Ghana made on or after that day, which amends, modifies. 
re-enacts with or without amendment or modification, or makes 
different provision in lieu of, any of the provisions of any such Order 
in Council or of any such law or instrun1ent previously n1ade. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

AMENDMENTS NOT AFFECTING LAW OF GHANA 

Diplon1atic immunities 

CH. 6 

I. In section four hundred and sixty-one of the Income Tax Act, 
1952 (which relates to exemption from income tax in the case of 
certain Commonwealth representatives and their staffs) for the ':"ords 
" or Ceylon " in both places where they occur there shall be substituted 
the words '' Ceylon or Ghana ". 

2. In subsection (6) of section one of the Diplomatic Immunities 
(Commonwealth Countries and Republic of Ireland) Act, 1952, after 
the word "Ceylon" there shall be inserted the word " Ghana"; and 
the proviso to subsection (1) of that section shall not apply in relation 
to Ghana until a law of the Parliament of Ghana making provision 
for citizenship of Ghana has come into force. 

Financial 

3. As respects goods imported after such date as Her Majesty may 
by Order in Council appoint, section four of the Import Duties Act, 
1932, and section two of the Isle of Man (Customs) Act, 1932 (which 
relate to imperial preference other than colonial preference) shal 1 
apply to Ghana. 

4. In the Colonial Stock Act, 1934 ( which extends the stocks which 
may be treated as trustee securities), the expression " Dominion,, 
shall include Ghana; and, during any period falling on or after the 
appointed day during which there is in force as part of the law of 
Ghana any instrument passed or made before that day which makes 
provision corresponding to the undertaking required to be given by 
the Government of a Dominion under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) 
of section one of that Act paragraphs (a) and (b) of the said sub
section (1) shall be deemed to have been complied with in the case 
of Ghana. 

Visiting fore es 

5. In the Visiting Forces (British Commonwealth) Act, 1933, section 
four (which deals with attachment and mutual powers of command) 
and the definition of " visiting force " for the purposes of that Act 
which is contained in section eight thereof shall apply in relation to 
forces raised in Ghana as they apply in relation to forces raised in 
Dominions within the meaning of the Statute of Westminster, 1931. 

6. In the Visiting Forces Act, l 952-

(a) in subsection (1) of section one (which specifies the countries 
to which that Act applies) for the words " or Ceylon " there 
shall be substituted the words " Ceylon or Ghana "; 

, (b) in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section ten the expression 
" colony " shall not include Ghana or any part thereof; 

and, until express provision with respect to Ghana is made by an 
Order in Council under section eight of that Act ( which relates to the 
application to visiting forces of law relating to home forces), any such 
Order for the tin1e being in force shall be deemed to apply to visiting 
forces of Ghana. 
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-cont. 

11. (, ,lta11a /11depeude11c,· .4 cl, J 9') 7 5 & 6 J~A I/ 2 

Ships and airer<{(! 

7. In subs~ction (2) of section four hund.red and twen~y-sevcn oJ: 
the !\1crchant Shipping Act, 1894, as subslttutcd by section two oJ 
the rvlcrchant Shipping (Safety Convention) Act, 1949, for the words 
... or Ceylon ,, there shall be substituted the words H Ceylon or Ghana". 

8. In the proviso to subsection (2) of section six of the Merchant 
Shipping -\ct. 1948, for the \\ords H or Ceylon " there shall be sub
stituted the words .. ｾ＠ Ceylon or Ghana " . 

Q. ln the definitions of" D01ninion ship or aircraft" contained in 
~ubsection (2) of section three of the En1ergency Powers (Defence) 

cc I Q39. and in Regulation one hundred of the Defence (General) 
Regulations. 1939, the expression" a Dominion ,, shall include Ghana. 

10. The Ships and Aircraft (Transfer Restriction) Act, 1939, shall 
not appl) to any ship by reason only of its being reg~s~ered in, or 
licensed under the law of, Ghana; and the penal prov1s1ons of that 
Act shall not apply to persons in Ghana (but without prejudice to the 
operation \Yith respect to any ship to which that Act does apply of the 
pro,isions thereof relating to the forfeiture of ships). 

11. In the \Vhaling Industry (Regulation) Act, 1934, the expression 
.... British ship to which this Act applies " shall not include a British 
ship registered in Ghana. 

Copyright 

12.-(1) If on or after the appointed day the Parliament of Ghana 
repeals or amends the Copyright Act, 1911, in so far as it forms part 
of the law of Ghana or of any part of Ghana, the following provisions 
of this paragraph shall have effect. 

(2) Any pro, ision of the said Act in force at the date of the repeal 
or an1endment as part of the law of the United Kingdom shall no 
longer apply in relation to, or to any part of, Ghana, whether as part 
of Her Majesty's dominions to which that Act extends or by virtue of 
section t,venty-eight of that Act: 

Provided that-

( a) this sub-paragraph shafi not prejudicially affect any legal 
rights existing at the time of the repeal or amendment; 

(b) Ghana shall be included in the expression ·" self-governing 
dominion " for the purposes of subsection (2) of section 
twenty-five and subsection (3) of section twenty-six of that 
Act (which relate to reciprocity with self-governing dominions 
having their own copyright law). and the said subsection (2) 
shall have effect in relation to Ghana as if that Act, so far as 
it remains part of the law of Ghana or of any part of Ghana, 
had been passed by the Parliament of Ghana; 

(c) this sub-paragraph shall not apply to any provision of that 
Act which continues to have effect as part of the law of the 
United Kingdom by virtue only of paragraph 40 of the 
Seventh Schedule to the Copyright Act, 1956. 

6 
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(3 If at the date of the repeal or a1ncnd1ncnt any provision of the 

opyright 1\ct. 1956, hu.s con1e, into open1~ion but 1oes not extend to 
all parts of Ghana by vtr~uc o1. an Order 111 Counc1l tnade before the 
appoint~d day under .. ~~cl1on tlurt) -one of_ that Act_ and h~1s not been 
applied in the case ot Ghana by an Order 111 Council n1adc on C?r after 
that dav under section thirty-t\vo of 1hat Act, any reference 1n that 
provision to countries to ,vhich that provision extends shall, not
,vithstanding anything in sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 39 o~ Jhc 
Seventh Schedule to that Act not be construed as if that prov1s1on 
e'\tended to Ghana or any part thereof. 
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