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Congratulatory messages from the British Government to the Nigerian
Prime Minister (30 September 1960)
 

Caption: On 30 September 1960, on the eve of the proclamation of Nigeria’s independence on 1 October
1960, the United Kingdom sends its congratulations to the Nigerian Prime Minister Alhaji Sir Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa.
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-- ·----- --Independence Day Messages to Federation of Nigeria 
---------

Following are the texts of messages which have been sen·t to the Prime 

Minister of the Federation of Nigeria. (l1lhaji Sir libubakar Balewa); 

°From 1.ho Prime Minister (Mr. Harold Maomillr.n): 

"I run delighted to send you by the hand of my Colleague and Friend, the Lord 

Chancellor, the Leader of the United Kingdom Delegation, this mes~age of friendship 
" 

and goodwill from ifhe Government and people of the Uni te<l: Kingdom. 

On this historic dl\y, the Federation of Nigeria uchieves her Independence and 

we are glad to rejoice with her. It marks the fulfilment of what our Governments 

have worked for together over the past yea.rs and we wish you well in your fu·liure. 

It is a source of pride to us in the United Kingdom to be able, by your own decision, 

to welcome your great and grovring country as a Member of the Oon11nonvf0al th, and I 

look forward ,;vi th confidence to the continuance of the happy rela·tions which subsist 

between us. 

I send to you cordial greetings fran myself and my colleagues and our most sincere 

vdshes for the continued progress and prosperity of your country. 
' . 

( SGD) Harold Mo.cmillan 11 

From the Sec:cetary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Ia.in Macleod.) : 

non the clay of' Nigeria's Independence it gives me great pleasure to send to you 

and all the people of Nigeria i:his mes sage of good wishes from myself personally and 

from the staff of the Colonial Ofi'ioe. I run happy that independenoe should have come 

during 11\Y tenure of office as Secretary of State 1)ut I know that my :predecessors who 

see their policy fulfilled today join with me in wishing Nigeria all success in the 

cloys ahead. 

l1l though my official assooia tion with Nieerio. is at an end I shall continua to 

talce a lively personal interest in the ai'fairs of' your country and with a.11 her maey 

friends here look forward confidently to a bright nnd hnppy futuro to orovm the vrork 

we ha"lre done together in tho past . " 

/From the 
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From the Secretary of Stttte for Comnonweal th Relations (Hr . Duncan 

Sandys) : 

11 I· am vecy happy as Secretary cf Sts.te f'Jr Coamonwealth Relations to 

be able to send you today my wem congratulations on Nigeria 1 s achievement 

of Independence . 

She now takes her place as~ free and equal partner, not only in world 

affairs, but also in the CommonTieal th . This marks a further milestone in the 

growing development of our world- wide society of free nations . The Common­

wealth will I em sure dra\l fresh strength and influence fron the accession of 

Nige~....a to its councils . 

I look fo~.rd to the pleasant duty of working closely with you and your 

colleagues, and hope before lcng to be able tc visit your great country 

myself" . 

PRIME :MlliISTSR I S OFFICE, 

ADMIRALTY HOUSE, S . IT; . 1 • 

September 30 , 1960 


