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Telegram from the Commonwealth Relations Office on internal security
matters after Malayan independence (London, 23 August 1957)
 

Caption: In a telegram dated 23 August 1957, the Commonwealth Relations Office examines the question of
responsibility for internal security in Malaya after the country’s independence. The Federation of Malaya will
be wholly responsible for the country’s internal security; Commonwealth forces will only intervene in
exceptional circumstances or to protect nationals of a Commonwealth country.
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Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office 

TO: U,K, HIGH COMMISSIONER I N AUSTRALIA 
u .K. HIGH COMrUSSIONER n ~ NE'N ZEALAND 

RPTD: KUALA LUMPUR 

66 

COIVIM ISSIONER--OENERltL SINGAP ORE (VIA FOREIGN OFFICE ) 

(S ent 21.30 hours , 23rd Augus t 1957) 

CYPHER 

IMMEDIATE 

No. 1218 ) 
No. SS g ) SECRET 

Addressed U ,K, Hi gh Co 1miso ioners in Canberr a No 1218 
and Welling ton No . 559, r epcat 8d Ku a l a Lumpur No . 84 and • 
Commissi oner--Oeneral Singapore. 

My immediately p r e c eding t elecr am. 'l .)" 
MALAYA 

Following is text uf propos e d Directive 

As from August j lst, when the :::·e1.eration of Malaya 
achieves independence within the Commonwealth, the Federation 
Government will become wholly r esponsib l e for interna l security 
matters. Overseas Conm1om·1e'1lth forc e s will not, t herefore, be 
used on normal security operations to maintain law and order. 

2. Should exceptional circumstances arise in which a specific 
request was received f rom the ::::"eder·ation Government for the 
assistance of' overseas Commonweal tll forces in maintaining law and 
order, any such request should at once be referred to the 
Commanders-in-Chief, Far East, and to the United Kingdom High 
Commissioner in the Federation. It would be the duty of' the 
latter immediatel;r to inform his Austr'.llian and Nev, Zealand 

colleagues. 

3. Overseas Commonweal th !Ta val, Land and Air -Porces may, 
however, be used to rrotcct t:1e lives of their nationals in the 
event of an emergenc;y in ·:rhich tLey are endar,Gered, v1hcthcr or 
not a request for assistance is received from the reder'ltion 
Government. Unless tl:e emergenc;/ is so serious that time does 
not permit the agreement of the Uni t e:; d Kingdom High Commissioner 
( who would

1 
in turn consult his !,ustralian and New 2e'1lcmd 

colleagues) and the Commanders-in-Chief_, Far ~ast 1m:1st be sou~ht 
before action is taken. In any case tnc action being taken is 
to be reported without delay to the High Commissioner and to the 

Commanders-in-Chief', Far East. 

4. For the purposes of the directive, the def·ini tion of' 

"nationals" in _parac;raph 3 above is:-

(a) 
Citizens of· t'.::,e united Kingdom and Colonies, ii.ustralia 
and :N"ew Zealand, provided they are not also citizens 

(b) 

of Malaya. 

The f''.J.milies and dependanto of' members of' 

commonuealth forces. 
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Copy to: -

SECRET 

- 2 -

Colonial Office 
J,f/Defence 

lir . Hem1ings 
Mr . Hosie 
Secrt:t'lrJ, c .o.s . Corunittee 

Copy to For eign Office (Telegram Section) for retr'lnsmission t0 
Commissioner--Oe.ner ,l SineApore. 

MALAYA DEPT. 
FE. 51/2 

SECRET 


