
1/3

Message from Anthony Eden to Dwight D. Eisenhower on the Suez Crisis
(London, 27 August 1956)
 

Caption: On 27 August 1956, the British Prime Minister Anthony Eden sends the US President Dwight D.
Eisenhower a letter in which he welcomes the results of the London Maritime Conference on the Suez Crisis.
However, he is concerned at the foreign policy of the USSR, particularly the establishment of closer relations
between Moscow and Cairo. He also outlines the measures he would like to take if Nasser refuses to negotiate,
and explains that the United Kingdom and France are continuing their military preparations.
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHTTOiTfiM

Cypher/OTP PRISEC

No. 3913 D. 8 .42  p.m. August 27, 1956

Au gu st 27, 1956

IMMEDIATE 

TOP SECRET

P le a s e  pass  fo l l o w in g  from  the Pr im e M in is te r  to 

P r e s id e n t E is en h ow er .

B e g in s .

D ear F r ie n d ,

Th is  i s  a messa ge to  thank you  f o r  a l l  the h elp  F os ter  

has  g iv e n .  Though I  co u ld  not be a t the C on ference m ys elf,

I  h ea rd  p r a is e  on a l l  s id e s  f o r  th e ou ts ta n d in g  q u a l ity  o f h is  

s p eech es  and h is  c o n s tr u c tiv e  le a d e r s h ip .  He w i l l  t e l l  you 

how th in g s  have gon e.  I t  was , I  th in k ,  a  rema rka b le a ch ieve 

ment to  u n ite  e ig h te e n  n a tion s  on an a gr eed  s ta tement o f th is  

c l a r i t y  and fo r c e .

B e fo r e  he l e f t ,  F o s te r  spoke to  me o f the d e s tru ctive  

e f f o r t s  o f  th e R u s s ia n s  a t th e C on fer en ce . I  have been g iv in g  

some th ou gh t to  th is  and I  w ou ld  l ik e  to g iv e  you my 

c o n c lu s io n s .

I  have no dou b t th a t the B ea r i s  u s in g  N a s s er , w ith  or 

w ith o u t h is  k n ow led ge,  to  fu r th e r  h is  immedia te a ims. These 

a r e ,  I  th in k ,  f i r s t  to d is lo d g e  the T/est from the M idd le E a s t, 

and s econ d  to  g e t  a  fo o th o ld  in  A f r i c a  so as to  dominate tha t 

C o n tin en t in  tu rn .  In  th is  co n n ection  I  have seen  a 

r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t  fr om  someone who was p res en t a t the lunch 

w h ich  S h e p ilo v  g a ve  f o r  th e Arab  Amb assadors . There the S oviet 

c la im  was th a t th e y " o n ly  wanted to  s ee Arab  u n ity  in  A s ia  and 

A f r i c a  and th e a b o l i t i o n  o f a l l  fo r e ig n  b a ses  and e x p lo ita tio n .  

An a g r eed ,  u n i f i e d  Arab  n a tion  must ta ke i t s  r i g h t fu l  p la ce in  

th e  w o r ld ” .

A h i s  p o l ic y
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Th is  p o l i c y  i s  c l e a r l y  a imed  a t W heelu s  F i e l d  and H a b b a n iya , 

a s  w e l l  as a t ou r M id d le  E a s t o i l  s u p p l ie s .  M ea n w h ile th e 

Communist B lo c  con tin u e  th e i r  econ om ic and p o l i t i c a l  b la n d ish m en ts  

tow a rd s  th e A f r ic a n  c o u n tr ie s  w h ich  a r e  a l r e a d y  in d ep en d en t.

Soon th e y w i l l  have a  w id e r  f i e l d  f o r  s u b ve r s io n  a s  ou r  c o lo n ie s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  W es t, a c h ie ve  s e lf - g o v e r n m e n t.  A l l  th i s  

makes me more th a n  e ve r  s u re th a t N a s s er  must n ot be a l lo w e d  to  g e t 

away w ith  i t  th i s  tim e .  We have many f r i e n d s  in  th e  M id d le  E a s t 

and in  A f r i c a  and o th e r s  who a r e  sh rew d  enou gh to  know w here th e 

p la n s  o f  a  N a s s er  o r  a  M os sa d eq  w ou ld  l e a d  them. But th ey  w i l l  

n ot b e s tr o n g  enou gh to  s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e power o f  th e mobs i f  

N a s s e r  w in s  a g a in .  The f i r m e r  the f r o n t  we show to g e th e r ,  the 

g r e a t e r  th e ch a nce th a t N a s s er  w i l l  g i v e  way w ith o u t th e need  f o r  

any r e s o r t  to  f o r c e .  Th a t i s  why we w er e g r a t e fu l  f o r  you r  p o l ic y  

and F o s t e r ' s  e x p r e s s io n  o f i t  a t th e C o n fe r e n ce .  I t  i s  a l s o  one. 

of- th e r e a s on s  why we have to  co n tin u e  ou r  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a tio n s  

in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  ou r F ren ch  a l l i e s .

We have b een  ex a m in in g  what o th e r  a c t io n  c o u ld  be ta k en  i f

N a s s er  r e fu s e s  to  n e g o t ia te  on  th e b a s is  o f  th e London C on fer en ce .

Th ere  i s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e d u es . The D u tch  and th e G ermans have

a l r e a d y  in d ic a te d  th a t th ey  w i l l  g iv e  s u p p or t in  th is  r e s p e c t .

The D u tch  may even  be ta k in g  a c t io n  in  th e n ext fe w  d a ys .  Then

th e r e  i s  th e q u e s tio n  o f  cu r r e n c y  and econ om ic a c t io n .  We a re

s tu d y in g  th e s e  w ith  you r  p eo p le  and the F ren ch  in  London  and w i l l

be s en d in g  ou r  comments s oon . I t  lo ok s  a s  thou gh  we s h a l l  have a

fe w  d a ys  u n t i l  N a s s er  g i v e s  M en zies  h is  f i n a l  r e p l y .  A f t e r  th a t

we s h ou ld  b e in  a  p o s i t io n  to  a ct s w i f t l y .  S elw yn  L lo y d  i s

te l e g r a p h in g  to  F o s te r  a b ou t t a c t i c s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  

U n ite d  N a tio n s .

M ea n w h ile I  thou gh t I  s h ou ld  s e t ou t some o f ou r r e f l e c t i o n s  

on  th e d a n gerou s  s i tu a t io n  w h ich  s t i l l  c o n fr o n ts  u s . I t  i s  

c e r t a in l y  th e most h a za rdou s  th a t ou r cou n tr y has known s in ce  1940 .

I  was so g la d  to  s ee such e x c e l l e n t  p h otogr a p h ic  tes tim on y o f  your

g r ow in g  h ea lth  and ab ou nding en er g y.  That i s  the ve ry  b es t news

f o r  u s  a l l .  . .  , . ,
./ ltb  k in d e s t r e g a rd s ,

You rs  E ver ,

7777777 Anthony.

[O op i.es  s en t to  N o. 10 D ow ning S tr e e tJ .


