Telegram from the Commonwealth Relations Office to Terence Allen
Shone on India’s future relationship with the Commonwealth (London, 24
December 1948)

Caption: On 24 December 1948, the Commonwealth Relations Office sends a telegram to Terence Allen
Shone, United Kingdom High Commissioner in India, in which it reports on the recent discussions with the
Indian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Vengalil Krishnan Krishna Menon, on future relations
between India and the Commonwealth. The main issue at stake concerns India’s allegiance to the British
Crown.
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This is an unparaphrased versian of a Secrec cyphers message and unless it Is
marked Q.T.P. {One Time Pad} or Publex must first be paraphrased If com-
municated o persons outside British and United States Government Servicey.

Anvy telegraphic retransmission of a telegram marked Publex musc be in 2
One Time System.

utward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office

POLITICAL DEPALTHENT

OYPLER( TYPEX )
I0: U.XK. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA
(SENT: 16.30 hours, 24th Dcecmber, 1948)
TYMEDIATE o
No,. 340k  TOP SEORET

PERSONAL ( ! oG)

My telcrram 3325 16th Decomben,

Prime ilinister with Chancellor of the Exchequer and
Parliamcentary Under Sscretary of State yesierday saw Krishna
Menon at latter's request. .

2.. Menon cxplained that meaning of paragraph 7 of his

aide memoirc was mercly that Nchru thought words suggested in

" latter part of paragraph 4(b) of Prime Minister's tulegram 3109
mizht be redundant and that point was of miner importance as it'
would he very clearly implied,
Sa Prime Minister drew High Commissioncr's attention teo
fact that Wehru's reply had been silent on position of .Crov
efiphasized very strongly great dirficulty that would
in leaving out this link not only becau

ceusc views of Dominions
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e g iv suitable basis for thlsg
his functicns to Governor=Gunoral i a sulta 1 IS

could bec found; the funetions being delegated would be transfermd
by the Constitution from the Governmer Gencral to thic Prisident,
[dnistors have cxprosscd grave deubts on legal possibility of tlial
Prime Ifinictoer stated thet it would be very diffieult for the XKing
to acecpt delegation of his functions to a person Who Wwas not onlynod
appointed by him, but was not advised hy His Hajesty's Indian Ministe,
licnon explained that anxiety of India to avoid growth of pro and
anti-Coemmonvcalth partics was vhat made it difficult to state
reletionships in too clear a manner,

S He then suggested that India might in its Constitutio
defineg Gommonwealth‘citizenship in terms of* the British Fationglity

Act, decording to this Act e Commonwealth citizen is declarcd to be

the same thing as a British subjcet, Consequences would therefore be

thet Indion Constitution would without explieitly doing So imply that
Indians would be British subjectc und therefore owe scme sort of

allegiance, Prime Minister undertook o cxamine this point urgently

and I will let you know rosult,

G, Erphaszis wes loid i
King's position being ree
volue of a series of

-

insufficicnt
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cat stress on importance of a real link with the Crown and
rious political difficulties that its absonee would involwve

- the Commonviealth a2s well as for ouraslves,

s As you know, Prime flinister's telegram No.3109 of

Oth Bovemter asked Nehru positively his view'on the principle of
delegation by the King it an acceptable and lepally water—-tight
orm of delegation admitted of being devised, For your owm
information Dominion represcntatives when they receatly reviewcd
the position with the Prime lMinicter expressed much surprisc that
Nehrv had given no answer on this point, particularly as they had
emphasised it so strongly in their conversations with Bajpal in
Paris, The further conversations with the High Commissioner
descrived in the earlier part of this tclegram, which we fecl surec
Krischne Lienon will report to Nehrm, agein emphasised the very great
and rcel importance of this igsue. We sincerely trust therefore
that il you are able fo have the conversations with Neapy whieh you {
have in mind you may bc able to lead him to express a view. and to #"

take account of the practical and political importanece of finding a
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