Record of a conversation between Lord Ismay and Muhammad Ali Jinnah
(Karachi, 3 October 1947)

Caption: On 3 October 1947, during a conversation between Lord Ismay, Chief of Staff to the British Viceroy
of India Lord Mountbatten, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Governor-General of Pakistan, Jinnah particularly
discusses the consequences of the partition of the British Indian Empire, which include population
movements. Jinnah believes that the violent clashes between communities brought about by these movements
are the fault of the Indian Government, Gandhi, the Sikhs and the British.
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IDP SECRET

HECOAD CF 4 CORVERIATION S5TWED; LCATD TSI NC MR. JINNH
AT L RACHT OM #HD AGTOASA. 1907

GO A\F TMPRESS I0HS

I hed a two hours talk with Lr. Jinnan lest night,

The gaenaral impressions he left o to his state of mind verc:

(o) Thut ths Covormment of India have ncither the wish nor the
porwor to protect minoritics ar 1::': atop the carnaga.

{b) Tuat the Covornment of India, and alsc Mr. Gandhi, aro
dotorminad on tho dcatruction af Pekistan,

{¢) That, in viow of {o) and (b} abova, it ig impoasiblo to aca
how war, ar somathing very likg it, batwour tha two
eountrios can be avoidod for much longar.

{8) Mot I, and indead most of my eountryman, arg totally
incapable of understendin; the working of the Hindn mind,

and that o oro vory gulliblao.

TS GOVE£ITZIT 0F TDT..

2 it the outsct of cur %nllk, I askad }r. Jinnzh “hat he thought of

the theory thnt thc Hindu Zsabha il ths HedaS., with tho support of
- s

Sikh torrorist orgnnisatlonsa, werc cut to overthrow the proaont
—-‘ .

—
FE—

el
Governmant of India. Ho roplicd thot this wos an ingcnious fisdion

mant of India. I asked 3
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cortninly ot frll unlosa Patol nighed it. Potal had, ao to sponl,

75% of tho toiml pover of Indin in hia hands, and eanld atop o1l tho

tmublos in ~ ™ok, i1f ke vwore & minded, and if ho wora ot so

implocably nnti-ibslcm, 1 intervencd with tho gbacsrvetion that

Potcl hrd mndo n vory gaod apcoch: ot mFitser 2 fow daya aZos only

ts bo nssurad tint Fatel lad mrdo it 1% nis tongug in his chealk,
—— T ——

and hed boor at pnins to introduco tic nstonishingly pornicioun

————

staotemont thet "-1) insloms must bo elcarcd out of tho Z. Punjab®,

-_—

I suggantad thet sumoly thia wes a mis-guoatndion ar at loesat taken

cut of ita cortoxts wns not Potol's meoning roughly this: Tt in
—_—

impe rtant for tho scke of our o rofugses in tha 5. Puz jab thot the

S
Yoslen rcfugoag in tho . Punicb shculd be movad o Pekiston withk the

grantost posaibla spoad and tho grontost possiblo socurity P, But

r. Tinngh would neva nono of tuist

G THI

N Ho wont on to dilate upon tho vielcod suile af Gandbl, who whilo
cutwardly praaching brotherly iova ond folarmmnea, was intant on
dogtroying Pakistan. 1In gvory ona of his spoochas”, aseld Mra
Jnnoh, Ythore is o drop of vpoison.  Youw. of courss, eon't dotoct

this poigon, but tha Hindus for whose cdificatian it is inatillad.

heva no difficulty in grnsping :iis mocning: and nor da I, who

ow him 1msido out's I aduittod with sulteble modasty - thet
T had failod to dotoct thoac rogular doseas
i'y roequt rofarence o wo

t throo or four
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HMr. Hunnh hnd n lot to sany obout the Sikhs, s2nd w2s cophatic

thnt it waa thoy 2o were ot tle bottun of all the tmouble. Tno
novenont could krva boen nipped In tho bud if (puntbattern had not
given ugy o Pateol's porsuncions and ravorsod the decision taken
by cll partica before tha treosfer of Fowar ta rouné up all tho
ring leadarsa. o arroganes of tig 3lahs woa now OverToaning. cid
their nmmod strength conszidarnblo. Bt avan se, tho Government of
Indin could or=ily supproas than, if they worc 80 mindod. But
Petel would hova monc of tlhas. loak what ha hod dono in gotting
tho ordar cgeinst kixpans promoturcly enncallod.
fbout four fifths of the Sikha fronm W Punjsb had rlrcady

.cmssad ovor ta tiho E. Funjnb. [I qucgticncd this end roceclled
ttc eclu—m of half a miltion or so thet I Lnd mysolf suon spprocching
Bnlokn Bridgchend, but IMr. Jinach brushod this aside, by saying that
two nillicn wara invelved, and that over 13 million hed alroady come
nczoscﬂj- ihict wora thosa paé&lo zolng to dov Ais ha gaw it, thay
cauld oithor go Dolhi woy or Lohoro way, and ho himsclf wna protty
=uro thint thoy would chooge tha lotter. It would bo tho Grock
arille game over agoin, with India end the Sikh Statos playing

n's part. Thasa inecursions cermas tho Punjab frontior would

tan n diffiecult pmhlan, cbsarvirg that th

tigr of Indin to leok nfter -
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4 - 5 arores r yorr. It @ns roazing thnt the Govommant of Indic

F i d not Maliac that tho Norkl. .oat Frontiar wes thalr frontiar juat
an ridall oa it wno Baklaton!'a, If tho fghon Ay nnd ‘At Porca,
bnakcd up by tho triben, wero to singh through tho Prklaton !’n;t‘:cn.
Irdin swould bo 1i: tha gmvoat poril. ‘hilo mpbatienlly oaarocing
tant tho M... Frontier wea osaontinlly tho jodnt rogponsibility of
Indin nnd Pekiatniy nnd onrnoatly hoping that this fundomentnl foat
mould bo raeogniscd whon Pnkistrn and Indio wore ngain on fricndly
tamas, I falt it right to montion thot tho Afghan 2mod forcos wora
pratty aoceond rato. Lr. Jinnsh did not disaent, but thought it
highly probably that they would bo hoavily supporiod By Rissiaas
Aahanlston's oolitary voto ogoinat Pokdston joining UMD waa
algmificrnt that Pusaln put thom up o it. How eould tho hondful
of Inddian sgundrong eopo with o honvy Riaginn air sttoek? I thought
it rna wall t© hnzord the poraonal viow tlat if Rissia took mny gvort
netion nrpinst Indin, Gront Aritain and the USL wers ot likaly ta
stard 1dly by,

* MH. TG /'S TEEDI.TE Regll HRMENTS

8. 'TH=nrds the ond of our talk, Iir. Jinnch askod ro point blank
-

wy I w5 going o Znglapd, I roplied thnt tio icterfion wns 1

givo BI6 a first kond neeount of weot hrd sapponed, is hopo

ght happon in this sub-Oonfinoft.

dartelian on iy owm

(‘CVC@ 5/6 www.cvce.eu



cagantial for him to riisoc mehoy =oncwhara. A8 the lost rocroit o

F' tho Britieh Corronwonlth of Notions, he would rmueh prefor to got it
fren the sonior partmor. I gnid thrt finonec wos right outside my
bont, and rny understanding, but that I would of coursa dolivor the
rogansa. Hrd ho. el rondy moda ooy cpprungh in tha matter? and
what aort of figurc lind he in nind? Q0 the firat point ho said 'Na!,
Ho would not 1iko ta put in o fomal regucst unlasa ha had goed
rocsol: to boliove thot it would bo grontad. /ind on tha sgcond, lic
waa oqually veguo. He said thot e would liko as nuel na thg UK
¢ould affurd,

This opprosch accuod to no s0 curious, thet I wondarad whothar

I :ad not nmisundorstood, ond ropactod both quastions in diffcrant
fom. In nddition, I nsked whothor hio hed consult.od Slr foehibeld

Fowl rnds. His roglios to tho first two quostions wara tha sore as

T Lkave clropdy rocordod. Hna addaod 'thr'.t,hc had not yet apoken to

Bwlrnds - or prosunably Turner - boet tlet he intended to da so.

9. . On tho guostion of oquipnest, iir. Jinwnnh said that tie

Govarmrent of Indin,’ as reprosontod by Patol, werc datermined that

rakistan should not have har share of msarve aguipnent in India, and

.

hao rpsgked for ny pood cificos. Thcre gasuod o eonversobtion ublach

shoriad thot Ilr., Finmgh kew over 1cgs than I do gbont this technicczl
e - 'I

businsaa. I shell theraforo mroke no ottonpt to meord it.
~dd bewaver that enTiier irn the e

kled me an th
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