Telegram from Sir Terence Allen Shone on communal disturbances (New
Delhi, 22 September 1947)

Caption: On 22 September 1947, Sir Terence Allen Shone, High Commissioner of the United Kingdom to
India, sends a telegram to the Commonwealth Relations Office in which he reports on the recent events in
India and Pakistan after the partition of the British Indian Empire. He particularly mentions the communal
disturbances, providing information about the number of victims and outlining the problems associated with
refugees and population movements.
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e VY TELEGRAM NO. 806 DATED 21ST SEPTRMUER. COMAMAL

DISTIRBANCES .
1. , FUlijAB.

MILITARY SPOKESHAL AT FRESS COMFERENCE (N SEPTEMBER 21T |
STATED THAT CODMINAL SITUATION IN PANJAR OONTINUES TO LIAKE
STEADY IMPPOVESENT. MOVEMEND OF REFUGHES OX BOTH SIES OF INTO-
PAKISTAN BORIER WAS, HOWEVER, STILL HAMFERED BY ACTIVITIES OF
ARMED BANIE. FOLLOWVING IS ATDITICNAL INFORMATTON GIVEN BY
SPOKESMAN:

§- {1) EsT FRJAB. M@ NUSLRY( REFUGEE COONVOY WaS ATTACKED
NEAR STIALKOT BY A GANG. ESCORT FIRRED FEWl ROUNTS AT GANG.
NCN LUBLTH R:FUGEE SPECIAL TRATN WAS FIHED AT AT LAHORE
RATLWAY STATION. 21 REFUGEES KILLED AND 13 DVJURED. IN
LULTAN DISTRICT WON WUSLIM REFUGEZS WERE ATTACKED. STRAY

IMEGISMDPRCHRURALAREASOF%HISDISTRIGI. !
|

{2) UUSLIV REFUCEE CONVOY KOVIKG THROGGH ARITSAR CITY,

CF. PARA, 1(1) OF MY NO. 806. MOVEAENT WAS GOLNG WELL,
=

POINTS, PICKETS ON ROOF-TOPS

PRECAUTIMHS
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DISTANCE RUT CASE OF HAND TO 1{AND TIGHTING HAS BEEN REPORTED
NEAR LUTHIANA. THAIN WAS STOPFED BY ROAD BLOCK AND GRNG,
AR®ED WITH AUTMATIC WEAPONS AND SFEARS, SURROUNTIED yUSLIM
TRATN (HD SET FIRE TO TW0 BOGEYS. TRATN ESCORT FOUGHT CANG
TR 45 MINUTES AND FIHED NEARLY 1,000 RGUNIS PRI HREN GUNS,
STEN GUNS, RIFLES AND PISTOLS, 0.C. TETACHMENT AND THREE
OTHER RANKS TNJURED. AMONG MUSLIM PASSENGERS TWELVE WERE

FILLED, 37 WOUNIED AND 4D MISSING.

(4) AURTTSAR 4ND CURDASPUR DISTRICTS. NOM MUSLIM GANG
WAS DISPEESED BY PATROL IN KHVRA NORTH EAST OF ARITSAR.
CARAVAN OF 45,000 MUSLIM REFUGEES PASSED THROUGH GURHASPUR TOWN
(4 SATURDAY, 20TH. 1IN QADIAN RECNNATSSANCE ATRCRAFT IROPPED
WHAT LOOKED LINE MATL RUT OH INVESTIGATION NO LATL waS
DISCOVERED., (CF. PARA. 1(2) OF L¥ 790).

{5) ROMTAK DISCTICT. MANY NN MUSLIKS ARRESTED FOR

LOTTERING WITH ARMS TN THEIH PCESESSIM.

(6) HOSHIARPUR. EAST PUNJAB COVERMMENT PRESS NOTE

REFORTS THREE STRAY INCITENTS PROM HURAL AREAS OF

(7) ASSOCTATED PRESS MESSAGE PRGE
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(B) SDLA. AFTER FOUR DAYS' PEACE BQMB EXPLOSIONS AHD
SHOOPING THCITENTS OCCOURRED (M NIGHT 19TH - 20TH SEPTEMBER
13 WERE KILLED AMD 13 INJURED. BANIS OF ARMED HOOLIGANS
ATACKED SQE HOUSES IN CERTAIN LOCALITIES, 24~ HOUR CURFEW
WAS NUPOSED IN AFFECTED AREAS.
2. &
MILITARY SPORESOAN MENTIGNED IN PRECECTNG PARA. STATED FEW
MINOE INCIIENTS ARE REPORTED FRQM KARACII, DUT STTUATICH IS
'.’F GENERALLY QUIET. HINDOU PASSZINGERS WERE ROBPED TH NUNNING TRATN

BETWEEN SUKKUR AND JACOBABAD.

Jo. PATIALA - of. para. 2 of my 771,

STATESKAN CORRESPONLENT FROM PATLALA IN MESSAGE DATED

SEPFTILEER 19TH LENTTIONS QUOTE IT IS UNDERSTCOD THAT MORE THAN &

29,000 MUSLTMS FROA[ NEICHBOURING AREAS OF CITY ARE TAKING

SHELTER AT FAMOIE LIUSLIM SHRINE OF HOZA SHARIFE
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5. DELHI REPUCEES,
(1) IEINT ELUERCENCY COMMITTEE QN 22D IECIIED ON FURTHER
STEPS TO RESTORE CQIFIIENCE AMONG MUSLIMS TN CITY. CHIEF
COMMTSSTORER AND LILTTARY AUTHORITIES iERE IIEECTED TO [EVISE
SCHEYE FOR ADDITICNAL FROTECTIGN AND LORE TWNTENSIVE PATROLLING
BEGTNEKING WITH SELECTED MUSLIM AREAS. MUSLIMS TN HOMES AND TN
REFUGEE CAMPS SHOULD PE REASSURED THAT GOVERMUVENT WERE MAKING
INCREASED EFTFORTS TO SAFEGUARD THEIR LIVES AND PROFPERTY AND
& WODLD LEAVE NO STONE UNTURMNED IN SPEEDY RESTCRATION OF NORMAL

LIFE. COMITTEE ASREED THAT PEACE EFFORTS OF CANIHI AND

MAULANA AZAD SHOULD BE FOLLOWED UP VIGORCUSLY., ALRTADY MOSLIM

OPINION WAS CONVINCED THAT CAUSE OF RECENT TROUBLE IN CAPITAL
WAS NOT LOCAL AND MUSLIMS HAD THRE/SELVES ATMITTED (N RMERGUS
OCCASTIONS THAT LOCAL MINIUS HAD GIVEN THEE PROTECTICN.

COMTTTEE ALSO ACRPED THAT WHILE THOSE WHO WERE ANXICUS TG

T0 PARISTAN SHOUWLD BE ALLWED TO DO
- -

RETURH TO THEIR HQMES
-
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OGN CENERAL RESTORATIGN OF ORTER COVERLENT MATE TARDY
BEGTNING WITH CIGANTIC REFUGEE PRODLEM IN ITS MITET. RELIER
MEASURES AND WELL-MEANT AIVICE TO UNFORTUNATE VICTIMS TENIED
INITIALLY TO CVERLAP AND CONFLICT. NOW FIRMER FOIRDATIONS
HAVE BFEN LAID AND REFUGEES' MISERY, HINTU &ND STRH AS WELL
AS MUSLDS IS FEING ALLEVIATED., POT GOVERNMENT STPLL EVILENTLY
LACKS CLEAR-CUT UNIEVIATING FOLICY. THIS WAS UNTERSTANDAHLE
DUREIC CONFUSION DOETTATELY FOLLONING CATACIYSM, A WAVERING
1? EVEN DEFEATIST APTITUIE WAS THEN DISCFRNIBLE S{ONG MEN OF ALL
COMTNITIES VHO VERE PERSUADFD THAT MASS WI GRATTON WAS PERHAPS
>

THE ONLY HEMEDY., THAT FHASE IS SLOWLY PASSING aAND MORE PEOFLE

ARE CITHG TO BELIEVE, LIRE GANDHI, THAT MASS MTGRATTON

.

(‘CVC@ 6/8 www.cvce.eu



' OUTWARD TELEGRAM

: From High Comnmissioner for
the United Kingdom

To Cypher
Cadla
Clear

Repented to Signed by
Name in Ltype
Time

Sent

No. Priority

- | e

70 LIVE IN AOTY TBGETHER.
8. UNITZD PROVILCES.
MTLITARY SPOKSSKAN HEFERFED T0 IN PARA. 1 ABGVE STATED

THAT REPORTS FRGM WESTERH PARTS OF UNTTED FROVINCES INDICATE

THAT INCITENTS IURING LAST 2i, HQURS UF TO 2157 NORIING WERE
\UCH FEWER THAN REPORTED RARLTER. TANK PATROLS, RETNFORCEMENT
AND FLAG MARCGHES ARE CONTINUING. SITUATION IN DKHRA DUN WAS
UNTER CONTBOL. CTTY WAS REPORTED QUIET EUT THERE VERE REFORTS
OF REFUGEES ASTACKTNG NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES. IN MEERDT
MUSLIKS Wil HAD LEFT THETR VILLAGES ARE RETURNING. SOME
APTACKES (N A RUNNING THATN WERE REFORTED FROM GHAZIABADR., OVER
100 NG MUSLIM LOOTERS MAD BEEN ARRESTED AT JAWALAFUR AND

3,000 FUSLIM HEFUGEES ARE IN TOWN. POLICE FIRED

ROMTTXHAND, SITUATICN IN AGRA AND

MCVC@ 7/8 www.cvce.eu



~ OUTWARD TELEGRAM
g

From High Commissioner for
the United Kingdom

To s Cypher
Code
Clear

Repeated to Signed hy

Name in type

Timo
Sent.
No. Priority
-
e

10. I[EATH COF SRITIEN DF-ICER.

MATOR ALYV.OUSEY OF FIRST BATTALION STEH RECTMENT WAS
SHOT DEAD IN REWART ABOUT kO MTLES SOUTH WEST LOELHMI ON NIGHT
SEPTHLEER 9 = 10TH. MILITARY SPORESMAN STATED ON 215T
SEFTEMEBER THAT MATOR OUSBY CHALLENGED NUNHER OF CURFEW
BREAFERS EE®ORE HE ENTERED CITY, ANWD WHEN HE WENT TO MUSLIM

LOCALITY FIVE SHOTS WERE FIHED AT HIM KITLING HIM INSTANTAN-

EOUSLY.

11. COPY TQ U.K., HIGH CMMISSIONER KARACHI BY ATR MATL.
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