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Telegram from Sir Terence Allen Shone on communal disturbances (New
Delhi, 22 September 1947)
 

Caption: On 22 September 1947, Sir Terence Allen Shone, High Commissioner of the United Kingdom to
India, sends a telegram to the Commonwealth Relations Office in which he reports on the recent events in
India and Pakistan after the partition of the British Indian Empire. He particularly mentions the communal
disturbances, providing information about the number of victims and outlining the problems associated with
refugees and population movements.
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N o . 813 P r io r ity  IMMEDIATE SECRET

M Y TEIEG RAM  N O . 806 DATED  21 ST SEPTEMBER. CO D iU NA^

D ISTU RB ANCES.

1 » PU NJAB .
*  "

M IL ITA R Y  SPOKESMAN A T PRESS CONFERENCE C*I SEPTEMBER 21S T ( 

STATED  THAT CCMNUNAL S ITU A TIO N  IN  PU NJAB CONTINU ES TO  MAKE 

STEAD Y IMPROVEMENT. M O V aE N T O P REFUGEES ON B O ffl S U E S  O P B O  

PA KIS TAN  B O RIER W AS, HOWEVER, S T IL L  HAMPERED B Y A C T IV IT IE S  O P 

AIM ED  B AN TS. FOLLOW ING IS  AD D ITIO N AL INFO RM ATIO N G IVE N  BY 

SPOKESMAN:

( 1 )  V/BST PU NJAB . NON MU SLIM  REFUGEE OCNVOY WAS ATTACKED  

NEAR SIALKCJT B Y A  GANG. ESCORT FIRE D  FEW R0U N I6 A T GANG .

NON M U SLIM  REFUGEE S P E C IA L  TR A IN  WAS FIRE D  A T A T LAHORE 

RAILW AY S TA TIO N . 21 REFUGEES K ILLE D  AND  13 IN JU RE D . IN  

MU LTAN D IS TR IC T NON MU SLIM  REFUGEES WERE ATTACKED . STRAY 

LO O TIN G  IS  REPORTED  FRGM RU RAL AREAS O P TH IS  D IS TR IC T .

( 2 )  M U SLIM  REFUGEE CONVOY MOVING  THROUGH AM RITSAR C IT Y ,

C F . PARA. 1 (1 )  O F MY N O . 8 0 6 . MOVEMENT WAS G O ING  W ELL.

CURFEW IN AFFECTED  SECTORS O P AM RITSAR C IT Y , TANKS A T VARIO U S 

P O IN TS , PIC KE TS  ON ROOF-TOPS AND MOVING  PA TR O IS  WERE SOME O P

PRECAU TIO NS TAKEN B Y ARMY TO  ENSURE SAFE  PASSAG E . NEVERTHELESS^ 

A  FEW SHOOTING IN C ID E N TS  OCCURRED. 6 Y/ERE KILLE D  AND  37

WOUNDED B Y IN D IA N  D O O N IC tf TROOPS. 12  REFUGEES KILLE D .

( 3 )  L U IE IA N A . SPOKESMAN STATED THAT TROOPS WERE NOW 

G ETTIN G  INVO LVED  W ITH  ATTACKERS TO  A  GREATER E XTH iT THAN 

BEFORE. FORMERLY THEY WERE ABLE TO  BEAT O FF ATTACKERS ESCIf

/D ISTANC E .........
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D ISTAN C E  BU T CASE O F HAND TO  HAND FIG H TIN G  HAS BEEN REPORTED 

NE AR LU D H IAN A. TR A IN  WAS STOPPED  B Y ROAD BLOCK AND  GANG ,

AHMED W ITH  AU TO M ATIC  WEAPONS AND  S PE ARS , SURROUNDED MU SLIM  

TR A IN  AND S E T F IR E  TO  T?/0 BOGEYS. TR A IN  ESCORT FOUGHT GANG 

FOR 4 5  M IN U TES AND  FIRE D  NEARLY 1 ,0 0 0  R0U N I6 FROM BREN G U NS, 

STE N  G U NS, R IF L E S  AND  P IS TO L S . O .C . DETACHMENT AND  THREE 

OTHER RANKS IN JU RE D . AMONG MU SLIM  PASSENGERS TW ELVE WERE 

K IL L E D , 37  W OUNIED AND  hO M IS S IN G .

( 4 )  AM RITSAR AND  GURDASPUR D IS TR IC TS . NGN M U SLIM  GANG 

WAS D ISPE RSE D  B Y PATRO L IN  KHERA NORTH E AS T O F AM RITSAR. 

CARAVAN O F 4 5 ,0 0 0  MU SLIM  REFUGEES PASSE D  THROUGH GURDASPUR TOWN 

ON SATU RD AY, 20TH . IN  Q AD IAN RECONNAISSANCE AIRC RAFT DROPEED 

WHAT LOOKED L IK E  M A IL  BU T ON IN V E S TIG ATIO N  NO  M A IL  WAS 

D ISCO VERED . (C F . PA R A . 1 (2 )  O F MY 7 9 0 ).

( 5 )  RQHTAK D IS C TIC T.  MANY NON M U SLIM S ARRESTED FOR 

LO ITE R IN G  W ITH  ARMS IN  TH E IR  PO S SE SS IO N .

( 6)  H O SH IARPU R. E AST PU NJAB  GOVERNMENT PRESS NOTE 

REPORTS THREE STRAY IN C U E N TS  FRCM RU RAL AREAS O F TH IS  D IS TR IC T,

( 7 )  ASSO C IATE D  H E S S  MESSAGE FROK LAHORE DATED  SEPT3CBER 

21 S T M Q JTIO NS REFUGEE TR A IN  WHICH HAD BEEN ATTACKED  A T BEAS 

S TATIO N  SOUTH O F AM RITSAR. 166 BO D IES ARE S A ID  TO  HAVE BEEN 

TAKEN OUT O F TR A IN  B 3S H E S  106 WOUNDED. MOB ALSO  ATTa fPTE D  

TO  HOLD U P REFUGEE TR A IN  NEAR MOGHULHJRA (SUBURB O F LAHORE)

BU T ATTAC K WAS BEATEN O FF W ITH  C ASU ALTIE S  CN BOTH S ID E S .
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( 8)  S IM LA# AFTE R POU R D A YS ' PEACE BCMB E XFU JSIC N S  AND

SHOOTING  IN C ID E N TS  OCCURRED ON N IG H T 1 *TH  -  20TK SEPTEMBER 

13 y/ERE K ILLE D  AND  1 3  IN JU RE D . B AN I6  O F ARMED HO O LIG ANS 

ATTACKED  SCME HOUSES IN  C E RTAIN  L O C A L ITIE S . 2Ur HOUR CURFEW 

WAS IMPOSED  IN  AFFECTED  ARE AS.

2 . S IN D

M IL ITA R Y  SPOKESriAN MENTICW ED IN  PRECED ING  PA R A . S TATE D  FEW 

M INO R IN C ID E N TS  ARE REPORTED FRCfci KARAC H I, BU T S ITU A TIO N  IS  

GENERALLY Q U IE T. H IND U  PASSENGERS WERE ¿ROBBED IN  RU N N IN G  TR A IN  

BETWEEN SUKKUR AND JACOBABAD .

3.  P A TIA L A  -  c f .  p a r a . 2  o f  m y 771*

STATESMAN CORRESPONDENT FRCM P A T IA L A  IN  MESSAGE DATED  

SEPTEMBER 19TH  M ENTIO NS QUOTE IT  IS  UNDERSTOOD TH AT MORE THAN

2 5 ,0 0 0  MU SLIM S FROM NEIGHBO U RING  AREAS O F C IT Y  ARE TAKIN G  

SHEI/TER AT FAMOUS. MU SLIM  SH RIN E  O F RO ZA S H AR IF  A T S IR H IN D  WHERE 

P A TIA L A  GOVERNMENT HAS PRO V H E D  STRONG M IL ITA R Y  GUARD U NQUOTE.

4 . D E LH I.

( 1 )  M IL ITA R Y  SPOKESMAN REFERRED TO  ABOVE E STIM ATE D  NUMBER 

O F TROOPS IN  D E LH I AREA A T B ETW ESf 5 ,0 0 0  AND  6 ,0 0 0 .

( 2 )  IN  OLD  IE L H I F IV E  REFUGEES IN C LU D IN G  FOUR WCMEN WERE 

P L L B D  AND  ABOUT 25 INJU RED  IN  BCMB EXPLO SIO N  IN  CHOWRI B AZAAR

CM 21 S T . BCMB IS  REPORTED TO  HAVE BEEN THROWN FRC&i NEARY B U ILD IN G  

A  FEW STAB B ING  IN C IIE N TS  AND  ONE CASE O F ARSON AND  ANOTHER O F 

LOOTING  WERE AISO ' REPORTED IN  OLD  D E LH I AREA.
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5.  D E LH I REFUGEES»

( 1 )  D E LH I E2.1ERGENCY C O & IITTE E  ON 22ND D E C H E D  ON FURTHER 

STE FS  TO  RESTORE C d lFILE N C E  AMONG MU SLIM S IN  C IT Y . C H IE F 

C O G ilS S lG N E R AND  LU LITA KY AU TH O RITIE S  WERE ECCBECTED TO  IE V IS E  

SCHEME FOR AD D ITIO N AL H iO TE C TIC N  AND LIGRE IN TE N S IV E  PATRO LLIN G  

B E G IN N IN G  W ITH  SELECTED  MU SLIM  ARE AS . MU SLIM S IN  HCMES AND  IN  

REFUGEE CAMPS SHOULD BE REASSURED THAT GOVERNMENT WERE MAKING  

INCREASED  EFFORTS TO  SAFEGUARD TH E IR  L IV E S  AND  PROPERTY AND 

WOULD LEAVE NO STCNE UNTURNED IN  SPEEDY RESTO RATIO N OF NORMAL 

L IF E . COMMITTEE AGREED THAT PEACE EFFORTS O F G ANIHE AND 

MAU LANA AZAD  SHOULD BE FOLLOWED U P VIG O RO U SLY. ALREADY MU SLIM  

O PIN IO N  Y/AS CONVINCED  THAT CAUSE O F RECENT TROUBLE IN  C A PITA L 

WAS NOT LO CAL AND MUSLIMS HAD THEMSELVES ATM ITTED  CM NUMEROUS 

OCCASIONS THAT LO CAL H IN D U S HAD G IVE N  THEM PRO TECTIO N . 

COMMITTEE A IS O  AGREED THAT W HILE THOSE WHO WERE ANXIO U S TO  GO 

TO  PAKIS TAN  SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO  DO S O , REFUGEES WHO WANTED TO  

RETURN TO  TH E IR  HOSES SHOULD, WHEN C O N D ITIO NS WERE NORMAL,

BE G IVE N  EVERY F A C IL IT Y  AND  PRO TECTIO N .

( 2 )  STATESMAN C O IM S fTIN G  ON TH IS  PROBLEM IN  E D ITO RIAL 

SAYS QUOTE SO  LONG AS  S ILE N C E  O F DEATH OVERHANGS IT S  IB SERTED  

MOHALLAS AND TH E IR  WRETCHED FORMER OCCUPANTS REMAIN TOO 

TE RRIFIE D  TO  RETURN TO  OLD FAM ILIAR  PLACES C IT Y 'S  S P IR ITU A L 

SICKNESS W IL L  REMAIN UNCURED. OVERTAKEN B Y R A P ID ITY  OF 

SURROUNDING V IG LH iT HAPPENINGS AND CONCENTRATING IT S  EFFORTS
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QN GENERAL RESTO RATIO N O P ORDER GOVERNMENT MADE TARDY 

B E G IN N IN G  Y/ITH G IG AN TIC  REFUGEE PROBLEM IN  IT S  M U S T » R E LIE F  

MEASURES AND  W ELL-MEANT AD VIC E  TO  UNFORTUNATE V IC TIM S  TE N IE D  

IN IT IA L L Y  TO  O VERLAP AND  C O N FLIC T. NOW FIRMER FOU NDATIONS 

HAVE BEEN L A ID  AND  REFUGEES* M IS E R Y, H IND U  AND  S IKH  AS  W ELL 

AS  M U SLIM  IS  B E IN G  ALLE V IATE D . BUT GOVERNMENT S T IL L  E VID E N TLY 

LACKS CLEAR-CU T U NH3VIAT3NG  PO LIC Y* TH IS  WAS UNDERSTANDABLE 

DU RING  CONFU SION IM M ED IATE LY FOLLOW ING  CATACLYSM. A  W AVERING  

EVEN D E FE ATIS T ATTITU D E  WAS THEN D ISC E RN IB LE  AMONG MEN OP ALL 

COMMUNITIES WHO WERE IS RS U M E D  THAT MASS M IG RATIO N  WAS PERHAPS 

THE ONLY REM ED I* THAT IfiA S E  IS  SLOW LY PAS S IN G  AND  MORE PEO PLE 

ARE CCMING TO  B E LIE V E , L IK E  G AN IKE , THAT MASS M IG RATIO N  OFFERS 

NO  PERMANENT CORE AND  IS  UNWORTHY EVEN A S  P A L L IA TIV E  BECAUSE IT  

BETRAYS M E N TALITY THAT SHOULD BE FOUGHT AND CONQUERED. EVEN IN  I 

D ISTRAU GHT D E LH I A  M IRACLE  COMPARABLE TO  G A N IH I'S  CALCU TTA, 

AC E TE V E O TT, MAY EVENTU ALLY BE WON UNQUOTE*

6.  ASS ISTAN C E  FRCM D E LH I TO  NCN-MU SLIM  REFUGEES IN  WEST PU NJAB , J 

TWO R . I .A .F .  AIRC RAFT CARRYING  28O MAUNDS O F C HAEPATIS  AND

OTHER FOODSTUFFS TO  TWO CONVOYS OF NON-MU SLIMS IN  WEST PUNJAB

AND N .W .F .P . ONE OF 3 0 ,0 0 0  AND ANOTHER OF 6 0 ,0 0 0  WHO WERE 

STRANDED AND  DESFBRATELT IN  NEED OF FOOD, SAYS A  PRESS NOTE 

ISSU ED  B Y IN D IAN  GOVERNMENT ON SEPTEMBER 21ST.

7 . G A N IH I'S  A C TIV ITIE S  IN  IE L H I,

G ANHH CONTINUES TO V IS IT  MUSLIM AREAS OF THE C ITY  UH&CNG 

MU SLIMS NOT TO  ABANDON TH E IR HCMES AND  EXHORTING ALL COMMUNITIES



7/8

OUTWARD TELEGRAM

F r o m  H ig h  C om m is s ion er  fo r  

th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m

T o

R e p e a te d  to

S en t

N o .

C yp h er  

C od e  

C le a r  

S ig n ed  b y  

N a m e  in  ty p e  

T im e

P r io r ity

- 6-

TO  L IV E  IN  A M ITY TOG ETHER.

8* UNITED PROVINCES.

M IL ITA R Y  S PG KE S iAN  REFERRED  TO  IN  PA RA . 1  ABOVE S T  A M D

THAT REPORTS  FRCM WESTERN PARTS  O P U N ITE D  PRO VIN C E S  IN D IC A TE

THAT IN C ID E N TS  D U RING  LA S T 2fc HOURS U P  TO  21S T M O RN IN G  WERE

MUCH FEWER THAN  REPO RTED  E A R L IE R . TAN K PA TR O LS , H E IN FO R C S E N T

AND  FLAG  MARCHES ARE C O N TIN U IN G . S ITU A TIO N  IN  DEHRA IXJN WAS

UNDER CO NTROL. C IT Y  WAS REPORTED  Q U IE T B U T THERE Y/ERE REPO RTS

O F REFUGEES ATTAC KIN G  NEIG HB O U RING  V IL L A IN S . IN  MEERU T

M U SLIM S WHO HAD LE FT TH E IR  V ILLA G E S  ARE RE TU RN IN G . SOME

ATTACKS CN A  RU NN ING  TR A IN  WERE REPORTED  FRCM G H AZ IAB AD . O VER

1 0 0  N O * M U SLIM  LO OTERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED  A T JAW ALAFU R AND

3 ,0 0 0  M U SLIM  REFUGEES ARE IN  TO W N. PO LIC E  F IR E D  O N LO OTERS

O F GOODS TR A IN  A T M U TTRA. THERE WAS P A N IC  THROUGHOUT

RCSHLKHAND. S ITU A TIO N  IN  AG RA AND  MEERUT D IV IS IO N S  WAS

S LIG H TLY B ETTER OW ING  TO  PO LIC E  AND  M IL IT A R Y  PA TR O LL IN G .

9 . U N ITE D  PRO VINC ES (C O N TN .)  -  C O N FID E N TIAL.

REPORTS REC EIVE D  FRCM SECRET M IL IT A R Y  SOURCES D ATED  1$TH

G IV E  FOLLOW ING  IN FO RM ATIO N :

100  B O D IES FOUND JAW ALAFU R. 8 0  B EAD  IN  DEHRA DUN C IT Y .

SURROUNDING M U SLIM  HAM££TS B E IN G  EVACU ATED  AN D  B EEN  BURNT 

ATTACKS O f TRA IN S  TOOK PLACE IN  ARE A GHNGAPUR AND  AG RA 0 T  

B Y S IK H  AIM ED  G AN G S /  BHARATPU R S TATE  CAU SE O F TH TS  TROUBLE,

S ITU A TIO N  BECCHING  SERIO U S IN  M U TTRA CW ING  TO  LAW LESSNESS O F

BHARATPUR AND  IN FLU X O F REFU GEES.

10/
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1 0 . DEATH OF B R ITIS H  O FFIC E R,

MAJOR A .V .0U S B Y  O F F IR S T B ATTALIO N  S IK H  REGIMENT WAS 

SHOT LE AD  IN  REW ARI ABOUT 4 0  M ILE S  SOUTH WEST D E LH I ON N IG HT 

SEETE24BBR 9  -  10TH . M IL ITA R Y  SPOKESMAN STATED  ON 21 ST 

SEPTEMBER THAT MAJOR OUSBT CHALLENGED NUMBER O F CURFEW 

BREAKERS BEFORE HE ENTERED C M ,  AND  V/HEN HE  WENT TO  M U SLIM  

LO C A LITY F IV E  SHOTS WERE FIRE D  A T H IM  K IL L IN G  H IM  IN STAN TAN 

EO U SLY.

1 1 . COPY TO  U .K . HIG H  COMMISSIONER KARACHI B Y A IR  M A IL*


