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Note from the Indian Ministry of Information on population movements
(New Delhi, 2 November 1947)
 

Caption: On 2 November 1947, the Indian Ministry of Information draws up a report on the ongoing
population movements, particularly Muslim refugees leaving India and non-Muslim refugees leaving
Pakistan.
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PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU, GOVERNMENT OF IN D IA .

M in is tr y  o f  In fo r m a tio n ,

Ifew  D a lh i,  N ovemb er 2 ,1 9 4 7 . 

Tho M i l i t a r y  E va cu a tio n  O r g a n is a tio n ,  In d ia 's  a dvan ced  

h o a d q u a r to r s  a t  L a h o re , u n d or th e command o f  B r ig a d ie r  M oh ite , h a ve 

f in a l is e d  p la n s  to  s p ood  up th e  m ovem ent o f  n on -M u s lim  r e fu g e e s  from  

W es t Pu n ja b  to  In d ia .  M ore r o fu g o o  tr a in s  w i l l  b o ru n  s h o r t ly  and more 

Army and c i v i l i a n  tr a n s p o r t i s  b e in g  mado a v a ila b le  to  com p lete  

o va c u a tio n  w ith in  th o s h o r te s t  p o s s ib le  tim e .  S p e c ia l a rra n gem en ts  

a r e  b e in g  mado f o r  th o r em ova l o f  th e  a g od , women and c h ild r o n .

C lea ra n ce  o f  n on - M u s lim  r e fu g o o s  from  p ock ets  in  W es t Fu n ja b  

c o n tin u es  s t o a d i l y .

On O c to b e r  2 9 ,  s ix  th ou s a n d  n on -M u s lim s  a r r iv e d  in  In d ia  b y 

r e fu g e e  t r a in s  from  L a h ore  and 3 ,0 0 0  from  L y a llp u r .  Th roe thou sand  

M u s lim  r o fu g jjo s  ea ch  from  H os h ia rp u r  and Lu d h ia n a  w oro moved  b y t r a in  

to  P a k is ta n .

The fo l l o w in g  w ore  m oved in  m o to r  l o r r i e s  b y M il it a r y  

E va cu a tio n  O r g a n is a tio n ,  P a k is ta n  on  O c to b e r  2 9 : -  

N on - i'iu s lim s

From  L a h ore  to  In d ia :  520

From G u jr a n w a la  to  In d ia ;  400

M u s lim s

From  .fjhb a la  to  P a k is ta n :  900

E ig h t th ou s a n d  M u s lim  r e fu g e e s  who w oro u n a b le to  w a lk  lo n g  

d is ta n c e s  w ere  m oved  b y t r a in  from  Lu d h ia n a  to  P a k is ta n  on  O ctob er  30. 

S even  h u n d red  and  s ovo n  M u s lim s  w oro m oved b y r a i l  from  G id h a rb a h a >  to  

H in d u m a lk ot on  th e  A b oh a r - M in ch in a b a d  l i n e .  _ . " ' V 'N V

Th roe N on -M u s lim  r e fu g e e  t r a in s  w ith  1 3 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  from  

P a k is ta n  r ea ch ed  A m r its a r  on  O c to b e r  3 1 . On th e  same d a y fo u r

ru fu gu o  s p e c ia l s  c a r r y in g  1 5 ,5 0 0  M u s lim  r e fu g p u s  p a s s ed  th rou gh

.A m ritsa r and tw o s p e c ia ls  w ith  1 0 ,0 0 0  M u s lim s  a r r iv e d  a t  F o ro zep o r e  

from  Lu d h ia n a  o n ro u to  to  P a k is ta n ,

Th ere  w ere  f o o t  m ovem ents  o f  M u s lim  r e fu g e e s  on  O c to b e r  3 1 . 

5 0 ,0 0 0  M u s lim s  l o f t  Æ ir its a r  f o r  V fegah. 2 5 ,0 0 0  M u s lim s  rea ch ed  

.A m ritsa r from  J a n d ia la  and 2 0 ,0 0 0  M u s lim s  a r r iv e d  a t  R a r ta r p u r  from  

3 a a 3 . 4 0 ,0 0 0  M u s lim s  m oved to  K a r ta r p u r  from  B ea s .

. . . I n  fla r o zo p o re
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In  F e r o ze p o r e  d i s t r i c t ,  200 M u s lin  r e fu g e e s  and  f i v e  a b d u ct^  

g i r l s  wars, r e co ve r ed  from  va r io u s  p o c k e ts  and  s en t o v e r  to  P a k ia ta n 

on  O c to b e r  2 8 .

S ix  h u n d red  n on - i iu s lim  c o n v e r ts  and  a b d u cted  m en , women and 

c h ild r e n  - e r a  m oved in  m otor  l o r r i e s  to  L a h o r s .  S e v e n ty - t 'ro M u s lin s , 

in c lu d in g  f i v e  a b d u cted  g i r l s ,  w ere  c le a r e d  fr o m  r a t t i ,  Adarapu r, 

Pamunvvala, D u rs p a la  a n d  S a n aw a la  a n d  m oved  to  P a k is ta n .

F iv e  a b d u cted  M u s lim  g i r l s  -“e r e  r e c o v e r e d  from  A n ip u r  in  

J u llu n d u r  a r e a  on  O c to b e r  29 in  th e  E a s t P u n ja b .  T ro o p s  o f  th e  2nd 

«a s a m  R eg im en t r e c o ve r e d  16 M u s lim  a b d u cted  vom e;i a n d  c h ild r e n  a t  

Radapu r and  han ded  them o v e r  to  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  Two n on - M u s lim  

a b d u cted  g i r l s  w ere  r e c o v e r e d  b y P a k is ta n  tr o o p s  a t  C a nda  S in g h  W a la , 

4  m ile s  w es t o f  K a s u r , and  h a n ded  o v e r  to  In d ia n  tr o o p s .

A t R a v i B r id g e , .  4 x d l3 S - . s o u th - e a e t~ o f- r a r o - va i 17 n o n - liu s lim  

women w ith  c h ild r e n  v e r e  r e c o v e r e d  b y P a k is ta n  tr o o p s  a n d  h a n d ed  o v e r  

to  In d ia n  tr o o p s .

F a m ilie s  o f  R oya l In d ia n  iia vy a n d  Army p e r s o n n e l w e r e  m oved  to  

In d ia  from  S a rgod h a , M u lta n , S ia n v a l i a n d  P h i l l a - a n  in  P a k is ta n .
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