Press review of the situation in India (28 February 1947)

Caption: On 28 February 1947, the British Foreign Office collates a series of press articles showing reactions
in the United States to the announcement made by British Prime Minister Clement Attlee on 20 February to
leave India by June 1948 at the latest.
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; 5 o REFEL
Durin;: the war, when Sgilan was the anly lorge Far Eastemn producar of )
rubber from wWhich supplies regularly avciloble to the United Hetions, the

ateady contribution from Iabgriz was invalucble.

U.5. EifioS L.UD5 DECTAION OK INDIL,

T SHINGTON--The Briiish decision to withdrew s TESE
June, 1948, has been lavded generrlly in the U.S5. pu@®
pronouneemcnt plaeing the responsibility for the solution of ternnl
problems unequivoeslly in the hends of the Indian leeders.

cidespre=d comment emohasised the necassity for zo;reement between the two
| mrjor Pretions in Indiz and cxoressel hope thob the British decision would prod the
Irndisn leoders to on agrecient zmong thomaclvos.

The Maf YORK A..iD TRIBUM. s2id:

vittleets prnouncunent thet the hritish were icternined to withdyow from
Inlia whother or not = nv comstitution coull Uu a;reed upon by the Inliens, is
s truly momentous wvent, It :®rks a brusch with the older world thnt is riora
straiking thon” any thing tiirt has cecuorrsd sinee world Wer One revolutionised
iurope. .~ new nation, whosc potentinlitise ern only Lo guessed at, is rising in
hsina——in o plastiec 4sie thot mey yot, 1n sure honds, e shoocd inte 2 mould for
\ the futurv of the world. 2 -

\ "The British mmaght crsily have lingercd en in Indisn, playing off Hindy

\ aceingt loslem, prinee ﬁgalnﬁt pecsant, presading ovur o tense and costly

| abtalemate in the interests of imperizl preatipe. By refusing this rale—-despite

| the temptntions which it must howve offéred to a jovermenk under grect pressare

| from within snd without the cduntry-- ittlee ond his collenpues heve been

| gtatesmenlike. And the British poople @iscarding the tropoings of imperialism--

I vhich would heve seemed shabby in the eold , crucl lipht of this post—wer davn—-

' heve taken on o new dipnily ond ‘& new moral strength, which multiplies the b
|

|

ruspect they have won by courare in thu wer end poticnee under the prlvatlons
of pooos." - = “ -

The CINCINN.TI ANOUTIL.R =szid:
- s S 4 .-" . - :
"The Lttlee commikbment does not pfﬁdiao &ﬂ;uted Ind1a, as origindily‘ -
contemploted. Ik clearly‘ieuaks ‘the we ae Indisn staies—a
predominntely Hindu Indin, a-taiirwf he heavil %b0ﬂem aross

| ond = asccttercd agylomerabir, nee 3
what 2 self-joverning =
geverz]l fretions ein reg
confederction With !

"attlee "nd
| urnion of diviai
Indlnn fnctl
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The PITTSPURCH 20ST-G.ZETTE aadid:

matever Indin's leaders decaide to dc, the fate cf 4C0,000,000 ia in
their kands., TFeonle everywhere vho believe in risht of self—deterninﬂt1cn.will
hope that within the next 1§ months these leaders will demanstrate a eapasity for
the indevpendense so lane scusht, "

Tha 7 .SHINGTCH D0ST said:

"Iritein has beon strureline vith tromendous difficulties to meke possihle
n freedom that, for nll their -rotestations, Indian lceders in the last analysia
have beaen unorepared to mceept. This has Laan an wrohappy rele, one that the Lateur
Govornment will he alad to relinquish...

"Wecessity deos strance thinss to poople. If the Indian leaders ars
convineed of Fritmin's sincerity, ns they eertainly should be by this time, there
mhy well gvelwe the srentness and hraadth of vision necessary to ccmpose their
fdifferaness, That is the best hope. It i3 in the possibility of failure that will
came the real test of Jritain's determination, 'Will she, as e humane netion, feel
compelled to stiek hy her promise if the anly clear meoapect for India is a wncuum
of prolonrad fratricidal vmr?"

Tha (U TTIMOIE TVFLING SUN said:

"Inlinn leaders kaoy now that end for which they have so lons striven is
fully assured, so Tar ns liritain poes; that Aisnorcemont, intransicence znd threats
of eivil war ne lenmer menaes Tritain but only India itself: ant their's is new tha
task nnd the dincacapable oblirmation te determine whather in 1948 they will resliase
8 dream c¢r Lo }lrunched into a ni-htmare.

The CLEVELAND =L IN TRALER said:

"There iz soma telief that the Lakour Government took this ataen ta foree
e Gindu-loslem r-=cecrciliation. Tre Lemisn Cabinet kzlieves that, fnced with full
resvonsikility, Hirdus w1l ec-opersta with the ieslems and the Moslems will -
abandon their 14 deward for an indeserdent §_1::1tn|z‘;i i
=AaT.

"Tris is m len? oamble. IT i
? to remain in India to =Sreserve ord
'{_ whatever worer has thoe desire and

"Te many the [ritish
ccme & lane yay sinco
ttful whatever the eaus
rovern itaelf as an indete

 The LOUTSVIIC
»
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