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Response from Clement Attlee to Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s appeal to
prevent the spread of violence (London, 20 September 1947)
 

Caption: On 20 September 1947, the Commonwealth Relations Office sends a letter from the British Prime
Minister Clement Attlee to Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Governor-General of Pakistan. Jinnah had appealed to the
United Kingdom to help contain the outbreaks of violence that have hit India and Pakistan since the partition
of British India in August 1947. However, Clement Attlee believes that external intervention will not help
reduce tensions and that the Indian and Pakistan Governments should resolve their problems internally.
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Cu y'' ." , 1 ｾ＠ ｾ＠ LATIC-NS 
OUTWARD TELEGRAM FROM 00Mt;w..a,- OFFICE 

CYPHER (PUBLEX) 
R. D. 

TO: CaNi,D,', ( GOVT .• ) 
aUS TRAL L ', 11 

NEW ZE/,1,JJD 11 

SOUTH l.FR ICic II 

(Sent " , 10 p . rn . 20th Sep t., 1947 , ) 

;~y i !1lI'ledi o.te ly p r cct.;di nc t clegr":'.m , 

FolloHi nc from Prime Mi n i s t e r for P rir:ic Mini s t er . Begi ns . 

Follouins is my r eply t o Prirne Ministe r of Pnkist'1n da t ed 15th 
SE"-p t c1'1bcr, B(;cins, 

( 

1, - :;, c ~llG'l[,uc s c-.nd I hr've:, 1.-n tched Hi th 0 nxi e ty c.nd deep syrnpn t hy 
t he rr· VC l(;V(;l0l));lt;l1ts in Inclir, "'.nd Po.kistnn sinc0 15th i,u gus t o.nd :d 
r;i tll full um1erst,nclinc ')f t he "'.lmos t i r.1poss i blc buriens p l '1cec1 on th e 
t·. fri nC;\; Dominion G0v0rn.,·vnts '1 t the v0ry outse t of t he ir c c. r ea r. I '1111 

no t suio1Jrisc;rl. tl1'::t, confr n t cc:. wit _ such '1 situ".tion, your Governmen t 
should m::.ke n.n ":'.:,peo.l t ~ the United Kino:dor,1 Go vc rnr.10n t ,nd o the r fellow 
Govcrnrn"n t s of t he Cori1Plom·r0,l t h . 

,.., 
"-. never theless I should like t o pu t befor e you the foll owi ng 
cons idc P 'l t i ons , 

. It is I think pl::iin t h,".t :t t the moment your rn0sso.,r,e, 1ps fro.me:,d you 
lY C. ( onin,; in ~>',Pt t o y::m r :'.iFh Commis s i onl.,; r in Delh i remo.ininz 
svclun_c l in his h0usc) L ;ss i nformntion o.b'.lut t h0 s t ops the Indian 
Gov(.,rfl~"'lGnt ucrc t o.kirn· t 'J c on tr ::il thG si tu ~. ti on t h".n Hos r e-:-.ching us in 
Lon'lon, rt is obvi ::iuG th":'.t siturtion h-::d v ry nv·rly ,_-;o t complote:,ly ou t 
uf lrnrl., but t 11"rc is no -1ou1., t in oui1 minds t h"t the Indi'ln Government 
,re :oinr their utmost t , r es t or e order ":'.ncl t o ~rcven t violence sprc'1~in5 
over still ~idcr ::iro":'.G, Inlec~ t he re o.pp0nr t o le r ~al si5ns of 
im.1r 1Vvli1ent in the l".St fui'f 'lnys . 

3. You with exporicncu of your m:m i mmense d ifficulti es crmno t but 
n 1preci0.te th0 "ln.r;ni tur.lu of tho tn.sl< t h"- t c on:C· 0 'Jn ts thorn horrevcr 
aetcrmine~ they ,re upon~ c ours e of spcuay r cs t or " ti on n.ncl 
tr· ,ir;uilliD::l tion. 

J.clr1inistr:.tivC; '' isloc'1tion, ,rhich noulJ t o some extent h::!ve l0 een 
in0vi t lil· .:;ven if IJ"rti tirin huc.1 t :-:.ken ~Jl nee L. ',n ｾ＠ tmosphcrc if 
cor:r;ilctc fri.;nc'.liness an,: ·0?<iHill, hc:s n.nountud t o l,r(;etkclorm when 
•'.SSi JilS h:-'V(, r -'lT, 1 rOUSL: C°'.. by tr·~ , ·ic COlnrIUn'.".l S trifG • 

Retuilclin· of ,.., rnnchin0 which r.'ill fully c·-.rry ou t the pricif'ying 
intGnti Jns of the Gov·.orru.1cnt i ts.lf c".nn0t be ::i chic..vc,cl in 2. mom0nt. 

4, It is si3I1ific::-.nt ".n,1. ·,t~.in no lou::,t pnrtly due to le.ck of 
cont~.ct, th:-:.t the Inclio.n Govornr.1unt .. pj,cnr t o lrvu ,, vi ovr of the 
::ibil~t? o~ ?:-tkiskn Govcrm1cnt, to offe:ct p'1.cific.'l.ti-:m 11.n_rdly lc..ss 
:;}css1m1st1c th".n you h".vo of Irnlhcn Govc,rnncnt. 

so much rtD continuud c,mt'lc t, fr.n_n]( discussion 
the tr/0 Govcrm1untn ·.n·l c,nc ou r Df;(,me;nt by them 

monr, thciP subor l.inn_tus. 
I/ 
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I l{norr t he. t t his nuc.ns on bo t h s i des n dc Gr eo of 
fo r bear ance ".nd r cs tr ". i n t vh i ch c'llls for s t n t csnnnshi p of the 
h i rhos t oruor, bu t t lrn Uni t ocl Kingdori Government ea rnes tly trust 
t lrt this will bo forthc01:1ins , Thus could be started the 
inevitc:bly s l ow ~rocGss of ho'll i nG t hu tr 'l~ic b r an ch and of the 
os t .,blishrncn t of t ho t ,,10 Dor.1inions c:s nGighbours living in penc1.: 
r 1r~ sccuri t yo Bu t i f t he trw Gove r nmen t s t honse lves finally 
L,rv'lk Cl.d l' i f t, it i s inpossibh, t o see how t he spread of vi ol enc e 
'lll ver Indi'1 'lnc:. I''lk i st-::n coul l be '1rres t cd , 

6. I o.m rcluctcmt to tr 'lnsmi t your mossn.ge t o the Pr i me Ministers 
of other Dorii n i ons . I C'ln think of no s t op \lhich rre could t ake 
from outside vrhi ch vroulcl no t be mo r e like:ly t o '1 ccen tu 'l t e r".thor 
th,n iimi nish friction be tvu on the t wo Domi nions ".nd so endanger 
stil l fur t her t he iJrospec t s of speedy p'lcific '"l tion, In any even t 
your mess".Je if repoCJ t er'_ \1oulrl hn.ve t o 10 t o '111, repe r1 t nl l, 
Domi nions o.nrJ I sh')ulc1 \J'":.n t it t o be "- CC ompr:m i cd by this r:1ess':F;e . 
En·l.s . 


