Telegram from Lord Mountbatten on the British mission in Indonesia (21
November 1945)

Caption: On 21 November 1945, the British Admiral Louis Mountbatten sends the British Chiefs of Staff a
telegram in which he asks for details on the British Government’s position in Indonesia. In addition to their
mission to release allied prisoners of war and to disarm and repatriate the Japanese armed forces, Lord
Mountbatten asks whether the British forces should also be intervening in political matters with a view to
restoring Dutch power in Indonesia.
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TOP SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM .

=" WARNING This message must be thoroughly paraphrased it its text is to be published

= or communicated outside British or American Services or Departments. If
re ‘~ansmitted unparaphrased uthnrthmthmushtheﬂahmatﬂihm,thamhrmuimkiha
;ﬂﬁmp"mhamnﬁHMmmmmmﬂ“

1%. 10837.
R T.0.0: 2117337,
TIRMEDL . TH, ¥ T.0.R. 2307007,

From: S...C.8:8..,

TO: Cabinet Officos,
Info: J.S.M, Washington, X €GOS A,

SEACOS 553, elst November, 1945,
From: Mountbatten.
To: British Chiefs of Staff
| Info: J.8.M. Vashington.

1 In COBSEL 314 T.0,0., 131840 Aygust, 1 was
given the follmwin instructions.

Pars 1(a), The reoccupation of key areas
OL occupied territories, in order to seize efffective
coutrol and to euforce Lhe surrender and disarmament
of the Japﬂﬂase armed forces.
- Para 1(b)(?). The earliest release of
British and 4Allied prisoners of wer and internees.

Para 3(g). Java. The despatch of forces
to Java as soon ?S possible to accept the surrender of
Japapese forces and to prepare for the eventual
nanding over of this country to the Dutch eivil
ithorities. lle are ﬂrpunglng to ship from thers
'Imtﬂh securltv fDPBl”H and civil affairs

Para 3(h). Sumatra. Occupation of Sum—
lower prmmty than that of Java, but should
as soon ag forces and shipping permit,

_In a statement issued from head artarﬁﬁaﬁx
'am I pointed out that-. we af% ﬁ%ﬁpﬂus e :rg
state mf &;f‘f would e CSSEL
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f 1
Af f“]lE JI']-*':.E

SVUT0AYD, With vk, ¢Aonlec ue to obtrin o truce in
.I,ndflj{.—: l.'jﬂE:nGE '_':-.".—\vL_l:" ..-..,-.L-_E G'-.}IF:L:I:LE:I"-:] IE'ﬂ.;r:CITE -rl;.i: thE‘ -J-_i ﬁ:‘]{z‘miﬁ
broken the fppee L AL. 408 althoosh extremists bave
naticnalistea ;;E f‘g"&; Jave been able 1o oppose the ¢
the orders of Lhein ss £iCe they were fighting spminst
HELE OWn recommised leaders. | - ©

L 18 A et nmmn it

I ageumed thnt 2ot WILO Daragranh '3 of mu ditept it
Jver thbiPLg;}ngEEQhﬁﬁqgccs.nécquﬁie“fﬁr thcm%sgipﬁ%t%:ﬁinn
tarovgh the ports waloh ¢ g1,08 Would arrive and would pasy
allowed to w1thﬁﬁaﬁkﬁyhtraoséd Rl Tha e & et
Dl Then oot A
reason 1o QECEGEQSwaﬁzlﬂ wae drafted there was np particulen
declered. an il %Uyt on Indonesian Republic would be '
oreAt o ﬁﬁt-fﬂUld 1a fact turn out to be & strongly

_ fhe fe{ m.ldna115} noverient, prepared to resist

R e tgﬂ;] Of the Dutch Force Of Arms, but I con-
eiihﬁr-t?'dﬂg“are reacnlng & position where we have

nletgﬂn Efﬂﬂflar@ that our ?D lcy is that on com—

ol oL Tosks (a) and (b) we 2re goinz to with-

oW Or that we propese to restore b sovereignty
by forteliof arma. - tore Dutch sovereignty

6 It would conse . .
S, Wil e guently secm that we are
Erlfilng Trom what hes been generally understood
Lo bave been H.M, Government's originel intention,
to & dififerent interpretation of the directive.

and L feel it is for H.M. Goverament to decide
Waether we are to drift into this state or make &
declarstion.

8, .  Unless we coime into the open aund inform
the Tndonesicns, ircccd the world ot large, that

go intend thet NEZ chall be reoccupied by force of

¢ 1n hounour bouund obliged to evaguate =
soon & 76 bave completed the disarming
e treops and the evacuation of the =
aren.  If we stay on, when it is clear

omplished these two ob

< introduce the Dutc
ndonesians, ond I sug

.......
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ip this area, and bresumably we can stay until the
Dutch colle in to Teke aver ¥ﬁ91r protection,

10. May T brge tbat the opportunity of this
debate be tulen to state unaqu1vggally y;”H M.
Government's %ﬂllcy 15 in Nel so that we who have

to cﬂrfg OUt that policy will no longer be left in
any doubt as to whet oup instructions are.

CIRCULATION., : 0000 217557,
Defence Office,
For81gh Office,

£ F Tels? % Check and repeat requested.
ﬁ Moeise
ﬁ_ ggl . %Elﬂn es
Boneral. oS ey-mgynei
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