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IRAN: THE NINE AND RECOGNTION

PROBLEM
1. How should we respond to the Presidency '

A Middle East Group meet in Paris on 12 February

situation in Tehran and prepare instruction

their Ambassadors?

BACKGROUND

Recognition
2. Our normal criteria are that the regi me t o be re
enjoy, wi t h a reasonable prospect of performa nce , effect~•

. :1 ...--....-- --

of t he territory it c~aims,. together with t he obed e

of t he population. Circumstances where two r egi es

6 f ..t ffe nfe i'r feurl ry" ae ~a i;'I,gj: ,.U(\Y9!:'~.Lt. b~~ _.~ h!! ..~o-ex ,

of the population. Circumstances where two reg i es cont~.

par ts of a country are not unusual, but the co-e x , s teln~.~

r v l governments in the same area, as is poss i b e

produce major political, consular and commercia l d

s uch a situation develops, we shall have to move ev~p.~

are fortunate in that Mr Graham has apparent l y
relations with both rival Prime Mini ster



(i) refrain f r om of fi c i a l acts which cou

Coreu g r eing t

that the attached dr a f t tel.l~r.I••

Mr Graham has proposed certain guidel i ne s in h
-----~. .. .

(iii) adopt a common a pp r oa ch t o a ny govern

reco~nition, based principally on th 0

control it exercises.

(ii) deal as appropr i a t e on a practical

controlling particul ar sectors;

5. As the question has been remitted to t he Presid c

we shall clearly have to discuss it there . The obv

of involving the Nine is that the exposur e of any s

is reduced, even though the need for cons u l t a t i on

recognition somewhat.

r d i f f i cu l t and emb r ra ino probl
B mb ssadors of the Ni ne have agreed to pr•••n.

t o se nd a mi nute t o t he Pre idency ugg t

c~ 6. Mr Graham has proposed certain guideline s in hl
-----~

if he is approached over recognition by re p r e s e n t

Bazargan. These seem acceptable, although we shal

have to make clear that the onus is on a ne w govern••nl~

that it effectively controls the greater pa r t of

as ell as the obedience of the mass of t he pop
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